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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

To Our Visitors 

We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!  We are happy to have 

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is 

shared will assist you in the week ahead.  If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you 

would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home.  May God bless your week! 

 

Nursery 

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for 

your use.  The worship service is broadcast to the nursery.  An usher will be happy to show you 

where it is located. 

 

Sunday School and Bible Study 

We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible 

studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level.  Check the 

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations.  An usher will be happy to take you to the 

appropriate place. 

 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross.  If you have 

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with 

the Pastor before the service.  Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a 

blessing. 

 

Sound Enhancement Devices 
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available.  Please ask an usher 

for a personal receiver. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 
 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
September 7 & 8, 2024 

5:00 p.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

 
Please note: This worship service is live streamed and recorded. (11:00) 

 

AS WE GATHER 
Our God cares for people. During His ministry, which had as its purpose securing 

salvation for us all, Jesus demonstrated how much He did care for us. Today’s Gospel 

communicates that heart of Jesus as it shares the healing He provided for a deaf and 

nearly mute man. Isaiah pictures the Lord’s ministry as water that satisfies a thirsty 

desert. May the Holy Spirit move us to be amazed at all that our Lord has done. May our 

words confess that He has indeed done all things well; and may we praise the Lord who 

by His power does satisfy the needs of His people. 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 “Praise the Almighty, My Soul, Adore Him”                        setting by John Behnke 

  

 

 

   

 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

It is important to recognize that some people are especially susceptible to viruses that can be 

spread by contact and that some immune systems are very sensitive. Please understand that some 

may choose not to shake hands during the Exchange of Peace, but might simply greet you with a 

verbal greeting, a wave, or a smile. 
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 PREPARATION  

 
The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding   

us that Christ leads us into the presence of God. 

 

 
Please stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN        

 797 Praise the Almighty 
  

1 Praise the Almighty, my soul, adore Him! 

    Yes, I will laud Him until death; 

With songs and anthems I come before Him 

    As long as He allows me breath. 

From Him my life and all things came; 

Bless, O my soul, His holy name. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

2 Trust not in rulers; they are but mortal; 

    Earthborn they are and soon decay. 

Vain are their counsels at life’s last portal, 

    When the dark grave engulfs its prey. 

Since mortals can no help afford, 

Place all your trust in Christ, our Lord. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

3 Blessèd, oh, blessèd are they forever 

    Whose help is from the Lord Most High, 

Whom from salvation can nothing sever, 

    And who in hope to Christ draw nigh. 

To all who trust in Him, our Lord 

Will aid and counsel now afford. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Text: Public domain 
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INVOCATION 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive  

  our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and   

  unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by  

  what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not  

  loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as  

  ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For  

  the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew  

  us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your  

  ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His  

  sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of  

  Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the  

  name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
 528 Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

 

1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 

    My great Redeemer’s praise, 

The glories of my God and King, 

    The triumphs of His grace! 

 

4 He breaks the pow’r of canceled sin; 

    He sets the pris’ner free. 

His blood can make the foulest clean; 

    His blood avails for me. 

 

6 See all your sins on Jesus laid; 

    The Lamb of God was slain. 

His soul was once an off’ring made 

    For ev’ry soul of man. 

 

7  To God all glory, praise, and love 

    Be now and ever giv’n 

By saints below and saints above, 

    The Church in earth and heav’n. 

 
Text: Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

People: God of compassion, Your Son, Jesus, came to the suffering, the infirm, 

and the dying, and by His word of authority He set them free. Bless the 

ministry of Your Church that it may continue to speak a word of 

deliverance to all those in need; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                      Isaiah 35:4–7a 

(God will come; His people will be saved.) 

 
4 Say to those with fearful hearts, "Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will 

come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you." 5 Then will the 

eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 6 Then will the lame leap 

like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will gush forth in the wilderness 

and streams in the desert. 7 The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground 

bubbling springs.   
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM                Psalm 146 

 

Refrain (sung by the congregation):  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor: Praise the LORD. Praise the LORD, O my soul. I will praise the LORD all my 

life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. Do not put your trust in 

princes, in mortal men, who cannot save. When their spirit departs, they return 

to the ground; on that very day their plans come to nothing.  Blessed is he whose 

help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his God,  the Maker of 

heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them-- the LORD, who remains 

faithful forever. 

All:  Refrain 
 

Pastor: He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry. The LORD 

sets prisoners free, the LORD gives sight to the blind, the LORD lifts up those 

who are bowed down, the LORD loves the righteous. The LORD watches over 

the alien and sustains the fatherless and the widow, but he frustrates the ways of 

the wicked.  The LORD reigns forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. 

Praise the LORD. 

All:  Refrain 
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EPISTLE                                                 James 2:1–10, 14–18 

(Love your neighbor as yourself. Faith without works is dead.) 

 
1 My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don't show favoritism.  
2 Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a 

poor man in shabby clothes also comes in. 3 If you show special attention to the man 

wearing fine clothes and say, "Here's a good seat for you," but say to the poor man, "You 

stand there" or "Sit on the floor by my feet," 4 have you not discriminated among 

yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?  

 
5Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the 

world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him?  
6 But you have insulted the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not 

the ones who are dragging you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who are slandering 

the noble name of him to whom you belong?  

 
8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbor as yourself," 

you are doing right. 9 But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law 

as lawbreakers. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is 

guilty of breaking all of it.   

 

14 What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such 

faith save him? 15 Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one 

of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing 

about his physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not  

accompanied by action, is dead.  
18 But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds."  

 

Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. 

               

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
                

HOLY GOSPEL                                                       Mark 7: 31–37  

(Jesus exorcises a demon and heals a blind man.) 

 
31 Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee 

and into the region of the Decapolis. 32 There some people brought to him a man who 

was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged him to place his hand on the man.  

 
33 After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man's 

ears. Then he spit and touched the man's tongue. 34 He looked up to heaven and with a 

deep sigh said to him, ""Ephphatha!"" (which means, "Be opened!"). 35 At this, the man's 

ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly.  

 
36 Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the more they kept 

talking about it. 37 People were overwhelmed with amazement. "He has done everything 

well," they said. "He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak." 
         

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN 

             841 O Son of God, in Galilee 
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Sermon Notes 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stand 

NICENE CREED                     
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
                                 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.   
                                                                               

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Pastor:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING 

During the offering, please sign the Record of Fellowship found at the end of each pew 

 
  “There is a Balm in Gilead”                       setting by Adolphus Hailstork 

 

 

Please stand 

OFFERTORY 
 524 How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds 
  

1 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 

    In a believer’s ear! 

It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, 

    And drives away our fear. 

 

2 It makes the wounded spirit whole 

    And calms the heart’s unrest; 

’Tis manna to the hungry soul 

    And to the weary, rest. 

 
Text: Public domain 
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 SACRAMENT  

 
In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine.  The two great 

blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life.  In 

response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.  

There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to 

answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily:  1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?   

2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior?  3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life?  If you 

agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament. 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, 

humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient 

unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed 

us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels 

and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
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SANCTUS (Holy, holy, holy) 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,   

 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

 and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  This do in 

 remembrance of me.   
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had  

 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my  

 blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of  

 sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

PEACE OF THE LORD 

Pastor:       The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People:       And also with you. 

 
AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God) 
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If you wish to take communion in the pew, please raise your hand when the communion assistant comes 

down the aisle. 
 

When the wine is distributed, individual glasses will be offered first, then the common cup. Communicants 

may take whichever is preferred.  If taking the individual glass, please keep the glass visible so that the 

communion assistant with the common cup will know who has already communed.  
  

Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion tray for those who have a sensitivity to the 

alcohol in wine. 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 852 O God of Mercy, God of Might 
  

1 O God of mercy, God of might, 

In love and pity infinite, 

Teach us, as ever in Thy sight, 

    To live our lives in Thee. 

 

2 And Thou, who cam’st on earth to die 

That our lost world might live thereby, 

O hear us; for to Thee we cry, 

    In hope, O Lord, to Thee. 

 

3 Teach us the lesson Thou hast taught: 

To feel for those Thy blood hath bought, 

That ev’ry word and deed and thought 

    May work a work for Thee. 

 

4 All are redeemed, both far and wide, 

Since Thou, O Lord, for all hast died. 

Grant us the will and grace provide 

    To love them all in Thee! 

 

5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, 

May we each other’s burdens share; 

May we, where help is needed, there 

    Give help as unto Thee! 
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6 And may Thy Holy Spirit move 

All those who live to live in love 

Till Thou shalt greet in heav’n above 

    All those who live in Thee. 

 
Text: Public domain 

 

 749 There is a Balm in Gilead 

 398 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

You may pray the following prayer as we give thanks to God for His good gifts: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, we thank and praise You that You have again refreshed us with the gift of Your 

holy body and blood in this comforting sacrament.  Bless our participation that we may depart 

from Your presence with peace and joy in the knowledge that we are reconciled to God.  We ask 

this in Your name.  Amen. 

 

 

Please stand 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 

love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION    
Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 
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Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the 

hymn is completed.  This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave. 

 

 

 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 
 853 How Clear is Our Vocation, Lord 

 

  

 

 

POSTLUDE 
 “Ain’t-a That Good News”                                                   setting by Marianne Kim 

 

 

 

 
Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Isaiah 50:4-10; James 3:1-12; Mark 9:14-29 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether 
 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-

GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ. 
 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2024 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Samuel Wondemu         
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Ellory Glenn   

     8:30 a.m. Theodore Laesch   

     11:00 a.m. Theodore Laesch       
 

Lectors:      8:30 a.m. Russell Mains  

     11:00 a.m.    Matt Gahr                   
 

Acolytes:    8:30 a.m. Nathan Runser   

     11:00 a.m. Emma Runser     
 

Organist & Accompanist:  Ryan Meyer    
                                  

Elder of the Week:   Gene Weidner      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


