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HOW TO LIVE ON THE EARTH

It was the summer of 1969 when Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and Michael
Coallins journeyed to the moon. Mission Commander Neil Armstrong was the first
man to walk on the moon, followed by Pilot Buzz Aldrin. | shall never forget the
question asked Buzz Aldrin by a reporter on the tenth anniversary of their famous
moon mission, and even more unforgettable, the answer given by this famous pilot
and scientist. The question was, “Mr. Aldrin, in light of where we were and how far
we have come in these ten years since being first on the moon with Mr. Armstrong,
can you give us a statement?” Aldrin answered, “Well, they taught us how to walk
on the moon, but nobody taught us how to live on the earth.”

In much of the Christian method of evangelism, we are often very good
about telling people how to get to heaven, but we are not always good at
instructing our young brothers and sisters in Christ on how to live on the earth. The
late Erma Bombeck inquired, “If life is a bowl of cherries, why am | always in the
‘pits’?” | could paraphrase something similar, “If Christ has given us victory, why am
| always losing?”

| would like to go to Romans six, which is the definitive chapter in the Bible
that tells us exactly what Mr. Aldrin wanted to know, i.e., how to live on this present
earth. Let’s examine four basic truths that will be most liberating.

1. Discovery - Finding Out

Rom. 6:6: “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the
body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.”

Rom. 6:9: “Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more;
death hath no more dominion over him.”

Once a person is saved, he or she is empowered with victory. We are not
serving Christ in order to get the victory, we are serving Christ from His victory. |
Corinthians 15:57 says, “But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ.” Romans 5:17 reinforces this truth: “For if by one man’s
offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace
and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.” We are
reigning with Christ right now. You are seated with Christ right now in the heavenly
places as written in Ephesians 2:6: “And hath raised us up together, and made us
sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:”



A great problem in living the Christian life is that we don’t know who we are
in Christ Jesus. We are sinners saved by the grace of God. We often we place the
emphasis on “sinners” not on “saved.” John’s description of how God sees us is
revealed in Revelation 5:10: “And hast made us unto our God kings and priests:
and we shall reign on the earth.” Since we shall reign with Christ in the future
kingdom that shall come, let us do what Romans 5:17 says we may do, “ ... reign
in life by one, Jesus Christ.” We don’t have to live under life’s circumstances. The
Bible says in Deuteronomy 28:13, “And the LORD shall make thee the head, and
not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that
thou hearken unto the commandments of the LORD thy God, which | command
thee this day, to observe and to do them.”

2. Determination - Facing Up

Romans 6:11 says, “Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed
unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” The word “reckon”
comes to us from the Greek word, “logizomai” which means to take an inventory, or
in other words, do the math. This is an accountant’s term. Even in modern English
the word reckon means to establish by counting or calculation.

Many times God’s people have been told who they are in Christ Jesus, but
have never done the personal proverbial math. In Arkansas there was a pig farmer
who had a problem with runaways until he installed an electric fence around his
already present fence. The little piglets had previously managed to squeeze through
the old fence, but after the pigs tasted the electricity, they stayed far from the fence.
Then one day the farmer wanted to move the pigs to the other side of his large
acreage, so he removed the electric fence and the old original fence, but the pigs
remained stationary. There was nothing preventing them from walking beyond
where the fence used to be, but they were convinced they were not free to pass. Al
of us have the ability to suffer from besetting sins, which is a very real malady as
explained in Hebrews 12:1: “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with
SO great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth
so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us.” Even
though we are surrounded by and harassed by or assailed on all sides (which is
what “beset” means), we have the power through Christ to lay aside any and all
interferences with our walk with God. But we must be determined. We must face
up to this fact that “I (we) can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me
(us)” (Philippians 4:13).

3. Decision- Starting In

In Romans 6:13 we see this wording, “Neither vyield...but yield....” In
Romans 6:16a it reads, “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to
obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey....” Yielding is placing action on the



revealed truth. Since we are inextricably one with Christ in His death, burial and
resurrection, we need to understand that when Christ died, we died; when He was
buried, my old man was buried and when He arose from the dead, my new man
arose with Him. Whether we feel victorious or not, we have the victory in Jesus.
Therefore, let us obey by faith that revealed truth in Romans 6:4: “Therefore we are
buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”

Romans 5:10 informs us, “For if, when we were enemies, we were
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall
be saved by his life.” Then Hebrews 7:25 says: “Wherefore he is able also to save
them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make
intercession for them.” This is the power of the saving life of Christ! He died for our
sins as | Peter 3:18 says: “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for
the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but
quickened by the Spirit.” And that same God to whom we are brought through
Christ’s precious blood will quicken us (make us alive) with same Holy Spirit that
was active in the resurrection of Jesus. Colossians 2:6 assures us, “As ye have
therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him.” Make the conscious
decision by faith to obey what God has said in | Peter 1:16b, “...Be ye holy; for | am
holy.” You might ask how? The answer is found in Il Corinthians 5:7: “For we walk
by faith, not by sight.”

4. Deliverance - Going On

Romans 6:17 says, “But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin,
but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.”
This is the doctrine delivered that delivers us! Please take note of the wording,
“obeyed from the heart.” “And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the
greatest of these is charity (God’s ‘agape’ love)” (I Corinthians 13:13). It is love that
will carry the day! What keeps us keeping on and going on into his glorious victory
in Christ is obedience “from the heart.” It is not obedience with our arms twisted
behind our backs that keep us in the straight and narrow, but the overwhelming
love of Christ. Il Corinthians 5:14,15, “For the love of Christ constraineth us;
because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead: And that he died
for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him

which died for them, and rose again.”
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