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LUKE 1:26-38

In the sixth month the
angel Gabriel was sent
from God to a city of
Galilee named
Nazareth, to a virgin
betrothed to a man
whose name was
Joseph, of the house
of David. And the
virgin's name was
Mary. And he came to
her and said,
“Greetings, O favored
one, the Lord is with
you!” But she was
greatly troubled at the
saying, and tried to
discern what sort of
greeting this might
be. And the angel said
to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you
have found favor with
God. And behold, you
will conceive in your

READINGS

womb and bear a son,
and you shall call His
name Jesus. He will
be great and will be
called the Son of the
Most High. And the
Lord God will give to
Him the throne of His
father David, and He
will reign over the
house of Jacob
forever, and of His
kingdom there will
be no end.”

And Mary said to the
angel, “How will this
be, sincel am a
virgin?" And the angel
answered her, “The
Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the
power of the Most
High will overshadow
you; therefore the
child to be born will
be called holy - the
Son of God. And

behold, your relative
Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a
son, and this is the
sixth month with her
who was called barren.
For nothing will be
impossible with God.”

And Mary said, “Behold,
| am the servant of the
Lord; let it be to me
according to your
word.” And the angel
departed from her.

PRAYER

We praise You, Jesus,
our Savior, the Word
made flesh, God come
to earth! Thank You
that we can have
eternal light and life in
Youl!



ROMANS 3:23-26

All have sinned and
fall short of the glory
of God, and are
justified by His grace
as a gift, through the
redemption that is in
Christ Jesus, whom
God put forward as a
propitiation by His
blood, to be received
by faith. This was to
show God's
righteousness,
because in His divine
forbearance He had
passed over former
sins. It was to show
His righteousness at
the present time, so
that He might be just
and the justifier of the
one who has faith in
Jesus.

PRAYER

Father, we seek You
and only You, for You
are our only hope.
Thank You for Your
grace and mercy and
salvation through
Your own Son, Jesus
Christ. Thank You for
the cleansing blood of
the Lamb.

ISAIAH 59:2,12

Your iniquities have
made a separation
between you and your
God, and your sins have
hidden His face from
you so that He does not
hear. For our
transgressions are
multiplied before you,
and our sins testify
against us.

GALATIANS 3:22

The Scripture declares
that the whole world is
a prisoner of sin, so that
what was promised,
being given through
faith in Jesus Christ,

might be given to those

who believe.

PRAYER

Father, help us to push
away from everything
that separates us from
You. Thank You for
forgiving our sins
through Your Son.

ISAIAH 59:16

He saw that there was
no mMman, and wondered
that there was no one to
intercede; then His own
arm brought Him
salvation, and His
righteousness upheld
Him.

LAMENTATIONS 3:22-23
The steadfast love of the
Lord never ceases; His
mercies never come to
an end; they are new
every morning; great is
Your faithfulness.

PRAYER

Thank You, Father, that
You are such a faithful
God! Thank You that you
chose to save us! Thank
You for Your countless
mercies!



MICAH 5:2, 4
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose
coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. And He shall stand and shepherd
His flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord His
God.

And they shall dwell secure, for now He shall be great to the ends of the earth.
And He shall be their peace.

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, we praise You for You are the Good Shepherd who gives us eternal
life so we will never perish. Thank You that we are Yours and no one will ever
snatch us out of Your hand. (from John 10)

ACTS 4:11-12

This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become
the cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.

ROMANS 6:23
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

PRAYER

Thank You, Father, for providing the perfect sacrificial Lamb, Your only Son, our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, to pay for our sins. Thank You for the priceless gift
of Your salvation.

TITUS 3:4-7

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, He
saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to
His own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,
whom He poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being
justified by His grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal
life.

PRAYER

Father, thank You for Your goodness and loving kindness! We recognize that
we are delivered only by Your mercy and by no means of our own. Thank You
for Your Holy Spirit poured out on us to guide us and comfort us and renew us
in Christ Jesus.



LUKE 1:39-45

In those days Mary arose and went with haste
into the hill country, to a town in Judah, and
she entered the house of Zechariah and
greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard
the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed
is the fruit of your womb! And why is this
granted to me that the mother of my Lord
should come to me? For behold, when the
sound of your greeting came to my ears, the
baby in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed
Is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what was spoken to her from
the Lord.”

PRAYER

Thank You, Father, that You always keep Your
promises to us as You did Mary. Thank You that
You bless those who hear Your Word and
believe it. Thank You that Your Word never fails

ISAIAH 7:14

Therefore the Lord
Himself will give you a
sign. Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a
son, and shall call His
name Immanuel.

MARK 10:45

For even the Son of Man
came not to be served but
to serve, and to give His
life as a ransom for many.

PRAYER

Jesus, thank You for giving
up Your glory for a time to
humbly come to this earth
as a human being. Thank
You for sacrificing Yourself
to save all who believe in
You and call on Your
name.



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6

ISAIAH 11:1-5,10

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a Branch
from his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest
upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of
counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.

And His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by
what His eyes see, or decide disputes by what His ears hear, but with
righteousness He shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the
meek of the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of
His lips He shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt of His
waist, and faithfulness the belt of His loins.

In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the
peoples - of Him shall the nations inquire, and His resting place shall
be glorious.

PRAYER

Thank You, Father, for Your promise of salvation and peace through
Jesus Christ. Thank You that our resting place shall be in glory with
You for eternity.



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7

LUKE 2:25-35

Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and
this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had
seen the Lord's Christ.

And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of
the Law, he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said, “Lord,
now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your
word; for my eyes have seen Your salvation that You have prepared in
the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and
for glory to Your people Israel.”

And His father and His mother marveled at what was said about Him.
And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this
child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a
sign that is opposed (and a sword will pierce through your own soul
also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”

PRAYER

Thank You, Father, for revealing Your salvation not only to Simeon but
to us. Thank You for giving us Your Holy Word which is eternal and
stands firm in the heavens. (from Psalm 119:89)




THURSDAY,
DECEMBER 8

JEREMIAH 31:31-34

Behold, the days are coming,
declares the Lord, when | will make a
new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah, not
like the covenant that | made with
their fathers on the day when | took
them by the hand to bring them out
of the land of Egypt, My covenant
that they broke, though | was their
husband, declares the Lord. For this
is the covenant that | will make with
the house of Israel after those days,
declares the Lord: | will put My law
within them, and | will write it on
their hearts. And | will be their God,
and they shall be My people. And no
longer shall each one teach his
neighbor and each his brother,
saying, ‘Know the Lord, for they shall
all know me, from the least of them
to the greatest, declares the Lord.
For | will forgive their iniquity, and |
will remmember their sin no more.

ISAIAH 1:18
Come nowy, let us reason together,
says the Lord:
though your sins are like scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow;
though they are red as crimson,
they shall be like wool.

PRAYER

Lord, thank You for Your great love
for us. Thank You, Jesus, that
through the shedding of Your blood
we are washed clean and made
white as snow.



MATTHEW 1:18-25a

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When His mother Mary
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just
man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But
as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will
bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people
from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet:

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call His
name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife
but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called His name
Jesus.

PRAYER

We praise You, Jesus, our Immanuel - that mysterious but very precious
name - God incarnate among us, and, therefore, God reconcilable to us, at
peace with us! We praise You, Jesus, our Savior!

ISAIAH 52:7-10

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good
news, who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who
publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” The voice of your
watchmen - they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; for eye to eye
they see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth together into singing,
you waste places of Jerusalem, for the Lord has comforted His people; He
has redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has bared His holy arm before the eyes
of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our
God.

PRAYER
We praise You, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. How good it is to sing praises to
You, our God! How pleasant and fitting to praise You! (from Psalm 147:1)



SUNDAY, DECEMBER T11

LUKE 1:46-56
And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for He has looked on the humble estate of His servant.
For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed,;
for He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is His name.
And His mercy is for those who fear Him from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with His arm;
He has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;
He has brought down the mighty from their thrones
and exalted those of humble estate;
He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.
He has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of His mercy,
as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to His offspring forever.”
And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her
home.

PRAYER

Thank You, Father, for the gift of faith. Lord, You are my strength and my
shield; my heart trusts in You, and You help me. My heart leaps for joy, and
with my song | praise You. (from Psalm 28:7)
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ISAIAH 9:2, 6-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.
For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given,;
and the government shall be upon His shoulder,
and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over His kingdom, to establish it and to
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and
forevermore.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

PSALM 118:27
The Lord is God, and He has made His light shine upon us.

PRAYER

Thank You, Father, that Jesus being born and given to us is the great
foundation of our hope and fountain of our joy. Thank You that we can
live for eternity in the light of Your love.

ISAIAH 42:16

And | will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that
they have not known | will guide them. | will turn the darkness before
them into light, the rough places into level ground. These are the
things | do, and | do not forsake them.

1JOHN 1:5b
God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.

PRAYER
Thank You, Father, for not leaving us in darkness. Thank You for Your
light and love and mercy that You pour on us.



JOHN 1:6-13

There was a man sent from God, whose
Nname was John. He came as a witness,
to bear witness about the light, that all
might believe through Him. He was not
the light, but came to bear withess
about the light. The true light, which
gives light to everyone, was coming
into the world. He was in the world,

and the world was made through Him,
yet the world did not know Him. He
came to His own, and His own people
did not receive Him. But to all who did
receive Him, who believed in His name,
He gave the right to become children
of God, who were born, not of blood

nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will
of man, but of God.

PRAYER

Thank You, Father, that we who have
received Christ Jesus as our Savior are
Your children through faith.

(from Galatians 3:36)

JOHN 12:46
Jesus said: “I have come into the world as a light, so that whoever believes in
Me may not remain in darkness.”

PSALM 271
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?

PRAYER
Thank You, Father, that You are our light and our salvation. Thank You that
through Your Son You pardon and deliver us from our sins. We praise You
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

12



JOHN 8:12

Again Jesus spoke to
them, saying, “I am the
light of the world.
Whoever follows Me will
not walk in darkness,
but will have the light of
life."

1 TIMOTHY 2:5-6

For there is one God,

and there is one
mediator between God
and men, the man Christ
Jesus, who gave Himself
as a ransom for all,
which is the testimony
given at the proper time.

PRAYER

Jesus, we praise You,
Light of the World!
Thank You that when
we follow You we are led
out of the darkness of
our sin into the light of
eternal life!
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JOHN 1:14, 16-18

And the Word became
flesh and dwelt among
us, and we have seen
His glory, glory as of
the only Son from the
Father, full of grace
and truth.

For from His fullness
we have all received,
grace upon grace. For
the law was given
through Moses; grace
and truth came
through Jesus Christ.
No one has ever seen
God; the only God, who
is at the Father's side,
He has made Him
known.

EPHESIANS 2:8

For by grace You have
been saved through
faith. And this is not of
your own doing; it is
the gift of God.

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, we praise
You, for You are the
Word of God and the
Grace of God and the
Gift of God to all who
believe and call on
Your name.



SUNDAY,
DECEMBER 18

LUKE 2:1-7
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Hr— y
Augustus that all the world should be -
registered. This was the first registration when
Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went
to be registered, each to his own town. And
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the
town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of
David, which is called Bethlehem, because he
was of the house and lineage of David, to be
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was
with child. And while they were there, the
time came for her to give birth. And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in
swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the
inN.

PRAYER

Thank You, Father, for Your plan, Your
provision, and Your protection for Mary and
Joseph and for us.

MONDAY,
DECEMBER 19

GALATIANS 4:4-7

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so
that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has
sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no
longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

PRAYER
Thank You, Father, that we who call on the name of Jesus are Your sons and
daughters forever, heirs of You and fellow heirs with Christ. (from Romans 8:17)



TUESDAY,
DECEMBER 20

1JOHN 414

We have seen and
testify that the Father
has sent His Son to be
the Savior of the world.

ROMANS 10:9

If you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is
Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised
Him from the dead, you
will be saved.

PRAYER

Jesus, we confess that
You are the Christ, the
Son of God. And we
know there is salvation
in No one else, for there
IS Nno other name under
heaven given among
men by which we must
be saved.

(from Acts 4:12)
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WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 21

HEBREWS 9:15

He is the mediator of

a new covenant, so that
those who are called
may receive the
promised eternal
inheritance, since a
death has occurred
that redeems them
from the transgressions
committed under the
first covenant.

1JOHN 4:9-10

This is how God showed
His love among us: He
sent His one and only
Son into the world that
we might live through
Him. This is love: not
that we loved God, but
that He loved us and
sent His Son as an
atoning sacrifice for our
sins.

PRAYER

Thank You, Father, for
Your new covenant so
that we no longer
must sacrifice animals
to atone for our sins.
Thank You that we
have been sanctified
through the offering of
the body of Jesus
Christ, Your Son, once
for all.

(from Hebrews 10:10)



JOHN 14:6
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through Me.”

MATTHEW 11:28-30

“Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.
Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Mg, for | am gentle and lowly in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy, and My
burden is light.”

PRAYER
Thank You, Jesus, that You call us to Yourself. Thank You that You are our
peace and our rest.

PHILIPPIANS 2:6-11

Christ Jesus who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality
with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, by taking the form of
a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human
form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted Him and bestowed
on Him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.

PRAYER
We praise You, Jesus! "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power
and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and bIes%Thgj?’

(from Revelation 5:12) - e
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24

LUKE 2:8-20

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear.
And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of
great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you:
you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
among those with whom He is pleased!”

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said

to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And
when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them
concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds
told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her
heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

PRAYER

We praise You, Father, Son and Holy Spirit! Thank You for declaring Your
Good News to the shepherds and to us! How good it is to sing praises to
You, our God! How pleasant and fitting to praise You! (from Psalm 147:1)



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25

JOHN 1:1-4

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God. All things were made through Him, a*nd without HIim
was not anything made that was made. Ihﬁ‘im_ was life,
and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 5

JOHN 3:16
For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son,

that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
eternal life.

PRAYER
Thank You Holy Father, Holy Son, and Holy Spirit for Your

love and mercy and salvation! Helpus to share this Good
News with the world!

ttve # blessed Clvigtias!
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ADOPT A MISSIONARY.
Correspond with a missionary
during the advent season and
continue throughout the new
year. Go to www.christcov.org
and look under the “Missions”
tab for missionary
information.

MAKE ADVENT THE FOCUS
of one of your small group
meetings. Get together at
someone’'s home. Share the
Advent story and dessert.
Pray for each other during the
Advent season.

USE ADVENT AS THE FOCUS
FOR A CHRISTMAS PARTY.
Go caroling in your
neighborhood or to senior
adults from our church. Finish
the evening with dessert and
the Advent story.

FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN:
have a different focus each
week such as: the Prophets
during the first week of
Advent, the Angels during the
second week, the Shepherds
during the third week, and
the Magi during the last
week.

USE A NATIVITY SCENE.
Make or purchase a nativity
set. Select a set that is non-
breakable so young fingers
can touch and move the
characters. Allow children to
move the figures while you
read Luke 2:1-20.

WORSHIP WITH AN ADVENT
WREATH. One beautiful
tradition is that of lighting
the candles of an Advent
Christmas wreath. Place four
purple or pink candles, and
one white candle, within an
evergreen wreath. Begin four
weeks before Christmas. Light
one purple or pink candle
each week as you read the
suggested Bible readings for
that day. Light the white
candle on Christmas Eve or
Day as you pray and thank
God for the birth of Jesus.

WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING.
Have children decorate a jar
or container to put pocket
change in throughout the
Advent Season. Give this
money as a part of the PCA
Ministerial Relief Fund
Christmas Offering.

WORSHIP THROUGH
SERVING. Many local charities
provide opportunities for you
to assist a needy family during
the holiday season. Here are
some ministries Christ
Covenant supports: Mission
of Hope, Choices Resource
Center, Knox Area Rescue
Mission, and Crossroads
Chapel at Watt Road.

BUILD OUR OWN FAMILY
TRADITIONS. Advent is a
great time to help children
build holiday traditions.
Here are some ideas: set
aside a day for everyone to
help decorate your home
for the Advent/Christmas
season; schedule a movie
night to watch your
favorite holiday movies.

SING OR PLAY MUSIC.
Sing around your
Christmas tree. Sing as a
part of family worship. Sing
while you do the dishes
together or as you get
ready for bed.

ON CHRISTMAS DAY
before opening gifts, read
the Christmas story found
in Luke 2:1-20 and have a
time of prayer, thanking
God for sending us the
greatest Gift of all. Impress
upon your family the
significance of giving and
receiving gifts at this
joyous occasion. Make it a
celebration but keep the
focus on Christ!



