
You Have an Able Shepherd 
Mark 7:24 - 8:21 

January 18, 2026 – Eric Abbey 
   
Theme: When life is hard and you’re struggling to see Jesus clearly, 
remember that he hasn’t changed; he remains able to shepherd you 
well, because he is the Son of Man who leads you with all authority. 
 
I. Jesus can shepherd all kinds of people (Mark 6:31-8:21) 

 

A. Jesus powerfully cares for the Jewish 5,000 (6:31-7:13) 
 

1. Jesus is the True Shepherd (6:31-44) 
 

2. The disciples are blind sheep (6:45-56) 
 

3. The Pharisees are false shepherds (7:1-13) 
 

B. Man’s heart is evil and unbelieving (7:14-23) 
 

C. Jesus powerfully cares for the Gentile 4,000 (7:24-8:21) 
 

1. Jesus is the True Shepherd (7:24-8:9) 
 

a. Jesus shows authority to Gentiles (7:24-37) 
 

i. Demons bound for a Gentile (7:24-30) 
 

ii. Ears opened for a Gentile (7:31-37) 
 

b. Jesus feeds Gentile sheep (8:1-9) 
 

2. The Pharisees are false shepherds (8:10-12) 
 

3. The disciples are blind sheep (8:13-21) 

 
II. Jesus can shepherd you – remember who he is & what he can do 
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