
The Courage to Preach Repentance 
Mark 6:6b-30 

December 7, 2025 – Eric Abbey 
   

Theme: Jesus commissions us to exercise his dominion by preaching 
repentance, therefore we should boldly share the gospel and 
anticipate conflict, just as his forerunner did and just as he did. 

 
I. What was the nature of the apostles’ dominion? (Mark 6:6b-30) 

 

A. The apostles given dominion to preach repentance (6b-13) 
 

1. They are sent out to teach with authority (6:6b-7) 
 

2. Instructed to have faith, but to expect unbelief (6:8-11) 
 

a. Charged to be exodus ready (6:8-9, cf. Ex. 12:11) 
 

b. Charged to anticipate rejection (6:10-11) 
 

3. They go out to preach repentance (6:12-13) 

 
B. John’s example of dominion through preaching (6:14-29) 

 

1. Jesus identified with John the Baptist (6:14-16) 
 

2. What dominion looked like for John the Baptist (6:17-29) 
 

a. John’s preaching produced suffering (6:17, cf. 1:14) 
 

b. John preached repentance (6:18-20) 
 

c. John died because of his preaching (6:21-29) 

 
C. The apostles return with a report of dominion (6:30) 

 
II. What is the nature of your dominion? 

 

A. Exercised through the bold preaching of repentance 

 
B. Expected to include conflict and suffering 
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