The Joy of Jesus’ Wilderness Reign
Mark 1:1-15
October 19, 2025 — Eric Abbey

Theme: Jesus Christ’s arrival brings the deliverance that you need, so
that you can turn away from the discouragement and despair of life in
this difficult world and instead walk in the joy of Christ’s reign.

I. Jesus’ Wilderness Reign: Introduced According to Isaiah (1:1-3)
A. Christ’s salvation defined by Isaiah (1:1-2a)

B. Malachi’s prophetic warning Inserted (1:2b)
[cf. Mal. 3:1, Ex. 23:20]

C. Isaiah’s New Exodus salvation evoked (1:3)
[cf. Isa. 40:3]

II. Jesus’ Wilderness Reign - Shown to Fulfill Isaiah (1:4-13)
A. John prepares for Jesus in the wilderness (1:4-8)

B. Jesus arrives with Isaiah’s salvation (1:9-13)

[ll. Jesus’ Wilderness Reign - Summarized (1:14-15)
A. John’s preparation summarized (1:14a)

B. Jesus’ arrival summarized (1:14b-15)

IV. Rejoicing as You Walk on the Wilderness Way (Isa. 35)
A. Rejoicing in the present benefits of your salvation

B. Rejoicing in the positive purpose of your difficulties

The Joy of Jesus’ Wilderness Reign

Mark 1:1-15
October 19, 2025 — Eric Abbey

Theme: Jesus Christ’s arrival brings the deliverance that you need, so
that you can turn away from the discouragement and despair of life in
this difficult world and instead walk in the joy of Christ’s reign.

I. Jesus’ Wilderness Reign: Introduced According to Isaiah (1:1-3)
A. Christ’s salvation defined by Isaiah (1:1-2a)

B. Malachi’s prophetic warning Inserted (1:2b)
[cf. Mal. 3:1, Ex. 23:20]

C. Isaiah’s New Exodus salvation evoked (1:3)
[cf. Isa. 40:3]

II. Jesus’ Wilderness Reign - Shown to Fulfill Isaiah (1:4-13)
A. John prepares for Jesus in the wilderness (1:4-8)

B. Jesus arrives with Isaiah’s salvation (1:9-13)

[ll. Jesus’ Wilderness Reign - Summarized (1:14-15)
A. John’s preparation summarized (1:14a)

B. Jesus’ arrival summarized (1:14b-15)

IV. Rejoicing as You Walk on the Wilderness Way (Isa. 35)
A. Rejoicing in the present benefits of your salvation

B. Rejoicing in the positive purpose of your difficulties



