Christ’s Return — Are You Eager for It?

(3/22/26; Pastor; The Olivet Discourse, Mark 13:1-37; c.f. Matthew 24:1-51, Luke 20:5-36)

Theme =» Christ’s return, described as a thief in the night, is the next event on the
redemptive calendar, so we must be ready, indeed eager for His any-moment return.

I.  Readiness Required for 70 A.D. Deliverance (Mk 13:1-23)
A. Revelation of Judgment (13:1-2)

B. Readiness for Judgment (13:3-23)
1. Judgment Questions (13:3-4)

2. Judgment Clarification (13:5-23)
a) Birth Pangs before 70 A.D. Judgment (13:5-13)
(1) False Messiahs/Global Upheavals (13:7-8)
(2) Persecution/Testing (13:9-13)
b) Clear Sign Indicating 70 A.D. Judgment (13:14-23)
(1) Identification of Sign (13:14a)
(a) Daniel’s Abomination (Dan 9:27, 11:31, 12:11)
(b) Luke’s Interpretation (Luke 21:20)
(2) Response to Sign - Flee, Pray, Resist (13:14b-23)
II. Readiness Urged for Christ’s Return (Mk 13:24-37; I Thess 4:16-5:7)
A. Day of Christ’s Return (13:24-32)
1.  Sometime After 70 A.D. (13:24-31)
a) As OT Foretold (13:24-27; Joel 2:28ff, Dan 7:13)
b) As Fig Tree Illustrates (13:28-31)
2. Known Only by the Father (13:32)
B. Preparation for Christ’s Return (13;33-37)
1. True Readiness Urged Upon Disciples (13:33-36)
a) By Uncertainty of Day (13:33)
b) By Stewardship Illustration (13:34-36)

2. True Readiness Urged Upon Us All (13:37)
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