
The Tender Shepherd 
Mark 6:31-56 

January 4, 2026 – Eric Abbey 
   
Theme: Jesus demonstrates his divine authority as the True Shepherd 
who tenderly and powerfully cares for his sheep, therefore rest in him 
by looking beyond your own resources and hoping in his power. 
 
I. The Authority of the Tender Shepherd (Mark 6:31-56) 

 

A. The crowd: Many frenzied (6:31-33) 
 
B. Jesus Christ: The True Shepherd (6:34-52) 
 

1. He tenderly feeds his sheep (6:34-44) 
 

a. The compassion of Jesus (6:34a) 
 

b. The teaching of Jesus (6:34b-44) 
 

2. He powerfully rescues his disciples (6:45-52) 
 

a. The disciples are scattered (6:45-46) 
 

b. Jesus comes to them in glory (6:47-51a) 
 

c. They respond with unbelief (6:51b-52) 
 

C. The crowd: Many cared for (6:53-56) 
 
II. Resting in Christ’s tender care 

 

A. Looking beyond your own resources 
 

1. Turning away from pride 
 

2. Trusting His care 
 

B. Hoping in His power 
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