COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS

Honoring Christ in Life & Death | Pastor Mike McKinney
Monday, Sept 15 - Sunday, Sept 21 (Week 1)

What does it mean to be unashamed of Christ in a world that grows increasingly hostile to faith? Pastor Mike
addresses this burning question in light of recent tragic events, including the assassination of Charlie Kirk.
Drawing from Paul's powerful words in Philippians 1, he reminds us that true discipleship means counting
everything as loss compared to knowing Christ, whether in life or death. With raw authenticity, Pastor Mike
shares his own near-death experience at age 40 to emphasize the urgency of our gospel mission. He challenges
believers to stop "playing church" and instead fan into flame the Spirit's gift of courage that already resides
within them. The message culminates in Paul's timeless declaration that "to live is Christ, and to die is gain,"
calling every Christian to live boldly for Jesus regardless of the cost. This isn't just about personal courage, it's
about joining the greatest mission the world has ever known, where even persecution becomes a platform for
proclaiming Christ's saving power.

QUESTION #1: The sermon emphasized the importance of being unashamed of the gospel. What might
being unashamed of the gospel look like in your daily life?

QUESTION #2: How does Paul's statement “to live is Christ and to die is gain” challenge our modern
views about life, death, and what we value most? What would need to change in your life for you to
genuinely say “to live is Christ and to die is gain”?

QUESTION #3: The sermon discusses how some people were preaching Christ from wrong motives, yet
Paul rejoiced that Christ was being proclaimed. How should we respond when we see people sharing
the Gospel with imperfect motivations? Have you ever found yourself judging others' methods of
sharing their faith? How does Paul's response challenge your perspective?

QUESTION #4: Pastor Mike emphasizes that being unashamed of Jesus is 'not a personality thing' but 'a
spiritual thing.' What's the difference between natural boldness and Spirit-given courage? How have
you experienced the difference between trying to be bold in your own strength versus relying on the
Holy Spirit's power?
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