COMMUNITY GROUP - QUESTIONS ONLY

Spring 2025 - Trained By The Gospel (Titus) - “Motivated By Grace”
Monday, Feb. 10 - Sunday, Feb. 16 (Week 2)

In Pastor McKinney's sermon titled, "Motivated by Grace," he explores how the Gospel of Jesus Christ
fundamentally shapes our lives and interactions, particularly in the difficult task of showing unconditional
kindness to all people. He references the Apostle Paul's letter to Titus, emphasizing that while individuals might
agree with moral principles, the true challenge lies in understanding the motivation behind these actions.
Pastor McKinney highlights that Christians are called not merely to adhere to the Golden Rule (treating others
as one would like to be treated) but to reflect on the grace and mercy they have received from God, which
empowers them to extend kindness regardless of how they are treated in return. Through the exposition of
Titus 3:1-7, Pastor McKinney illustrates that the essence of Christian behavior is rooted in an accurate
self-understanding as unworthy recipients of God's astounding mercy. This recognition transforms how
believers interact with others, allowing them to rise above negative treatment and embody Christ-like grace.
He further elaborates on the inner change that occurs through the Holy Spirit's work, making every believer
capable of demonstrating the same compassion they have received from God. As the sermon concludes, Pastor
McKinney invited us to reflect on our own lives and relationships, encouraging us to embrace the abundant
grace of God in order to effectively love those around us, especially those who are most challenging to love.

Understanding Grace:
e How does understanding God's grace change the way you view your daily interactions with
others?
e What is one area in your life where you can let grace be your primary motivator this week?

Reflecting on Our Past:
e The sermon mentioned that we were once "foolish, disobedient, led astray." Can you share a
personal experience where reflecting on your past helped you extend grace to someone else?

Living Out the Gospel:
e How does the Gospel shape the way we interact with people who don’t treat us the way we
think we should be treated?
e Think of one person in your life who has been difficult to love. What are some practical ways
you can show "unconditional kindness" to that person?

Dealing with Pride and Self-Righteousness:
e Why do you think pride and self-righteousness are common pitfalls for Christians and how can
we guard against these attitudes in our own lives?
e Reflect on a recent situation where you may have acted out of pride or self-righteousness. What
steps can you take to address this and seek reconciliation if needed?
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