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Redeemer Church, Huntsville exists to share God’s good 

news and be equipped to love him and neighbor in every 

area of life in Huntsville and beyond.
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Huntsville, AL
	• Earned �Best Places to Live in US� in 2022-23, unseating Boulder, CO

	• Largest city in Alabama; could surpass Birmingham as largest metro in 2030

	• Roughly 450 people move to Huntsville every month

	• 16th fastest growing area in United States

	• In last two years, nearly $2.5b in economic development from �rms like 
Mazda/Toyota, Blue Origin, LG Electronics, GE Aviation, and more

	• Median age: 38.8 yrs old

	• Two universities and two colleges

	• Top 20 busiest air cargo ports in country, just ahead of Seattle-Tacoma 
International

SOURCES
Adam Smith, �Groundbreakings and new developments mirrored Huntsville�s growth in 2022,� Huntsville City Blog, December 28, 2022, https://cityblog.
huntsvilleal.gov/groundbreakings-and-new-developments-mirrored-huntsvilles-growth-in-2022/

University of Alabama, �Huntsville,� Economic Outlook for Alabama Metropolitan Areas, 2019, https://hsvchamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/2019-
Economic-Outlook-Huntsville-Metro-Area.pdf

U.S. News & World Report, �Why Huntsville Is the Best Place to Live in the U.S. in 2022-23,� May 17, 2022, https://realestate.usnews.com/real-estate/
articles/why-huntsville-is-the-best-place-to-live-in-the-u-s-in-2022-23.
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Most of the people 
who have moved to the 
Huntsville area in the 

last �ve years are from 
some of our nation�s 
most unchurched and 

underchurched regions.

Figure 1. Migration to and from Madison County, Alabama. Ramsey Archibald, �Huntsville area adds 3,200,� March 2022, AL.com, https://www.al.com/
news/2022/03/huntsville-area-adds-3200-people-each-year-from-migration-fueling-rapid-growth-in-north-alabama.html. Data from U.S. Census Bureau.



6

Why Huntsville?
Discipleship failure is 
complicated by the unique 
character of Southern religion 
itself: success in ministry is 
measured in charisma and not 
faithfulness. That charisma is 
failing.

The rejection of this brand 
of religion has led to a new 
subculture: exvangelical. 
In many of the pulpits that 
remain occupied, Jesus might 
be �famous,� but he�s not the 
Lord God.

Many churches in Huntsville 
are in in early-stage decline, 
and some actively resist efforts 
to revitalize. Worse, many 
are dying faster than healthy 
churches can replace them.

Huntsville is under-
discipled and becoming 
unchurched. 

�Bible Belt� Christianity has 
been very well documented, 
and the peculiar accents of 
Southern religion have attracted 
commentary from many corners.

Before COVID-19, four-in-ten 
Huntsvillians did not attend 
regular religious services. That 
number has increased since 
2020. It is expected to rise still 
more as those relocating to 
Huntsville are coming from 
traditionally unchurched cities.

Huntsville is a defense 
and technology hub.

In 2021, Huntsville became 
Alabama�s largest city.

Already known as the �Rocket 
City,� the city has earned the 
moniker �Silicon Valley of 
the South.� It�s a title well-
earned. Facebook and Google 
are moving data operations 
intothe metro area. The 
FBI is opening a second 
headquarters in the city to 
complement Quantico. This 
will focus on cyber defense 
and counterintelligence. More, 
the Department of Defense 
has announced Huntsville as 
the site of the newly created 
Space Force.

This makes Huntsville 
hyper-educated.
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ImpactAlabama suggested 
that the hyper-educated 
are an underreached people 
in Alabama and a new 
congregation is needed to 
reach these skeptics.

The religious landscape of 
Huntsville will shift dramatically 
in the next �ve years as Gen-Z 
matures and additional families 
move to the region to capitalize 
on the tech/intel job markets.

And, Huntsville is 
sprawling.

By land area, Huntsville is the 
29th largest city in America.
In area, it is larger than 
Philadelphia, Denver, Atlanta, 
or Las Vegas in area.
Per capita, it is just behind 
Grand Rapids and Salt Lake City 
in population.

The city�s new master plan 
emphasizes a focus on density 
in the urban core
to sustainably handle the 
expected population boom, 
which includes walkable 
communities, revived transit 
networks, and more. Better, 
however, is the city�s efforts to 
back this plan with concrete 
steps, such as rewriting zoning 
requirements.

In the mean time, the sprawl 
diffuses the �life� of the 
city in microregional zones, 
and residents are willing to 
commute to those zones.

As the city invests in an urban 
core, churches are needed 
in that same core to make 
disciples.

Huntsville needs more 
healthy churches.
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