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Jesus accepted His mission as the Messiah, Part 1 • 
Matthew 3:13–14DAY 1

READ    

Matthew 3:13–17

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Matthew 3:13–14

Why did John the Baptist refuse to baptize Jesus at 

ĆUVW"�2QH�UHDVRQ�LV�WKDW�-RKQ�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�-HVXV�ZDV�

the King and he was only the messenger (3:2). But 

another reason is because of what baptism was for. 

The purpose of baptism was to repent of sin, but John 

realized that Jesus had no sin to repent of. John was 

Jesus’ cousin, so he knew the prophecies and miracles 

surrounding Jesus’ birth. Even though he wasn’t yet 

sure that Jesus was the Messiah (John 1:31, 33), John’s 

response shows that he knew of no sin that Jesus 

had to confess. Jesus was innocent and sinless (1 Pet 

2:22). This is important, because only a sinless man 

can satisfy God’s righteous law on behalf of mankind 

(Matt 5:17; Isa 53:9), and only a sinless man can die as 

DQ�DFFHSWDEOH�VDFULĆFH�IRU�VLQ��([RG�������/HY��������

Pet 1:19). Because Jesus had no sin, He is the spotless 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (John 

�������6R�\RX�FDQ�FRQĆGHQWO\�WUXVW�+LP�WR�EH�\RXU�

Savior and King.

WEEK 2
SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON
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ASK   
1.  What was John’s baptism for? 

It was for repenting of sin.

2.  Did John think Jesus needed to be 

baptized? 

No.

3.  Why did John think this? 

Because Jesus was the King, someone 

much greater than John. Jesus had no sin 

from which to repent.

DISCUSS   
1.  When do you take a bath (or a shower)? 

When you are clean or dirty?

2.  Have you seen someone get baptized? 

Did they explain why they were getting 

baptized?

John baptizes Jesus 
Matthew 3:13–17



Jesus accepted His mission as the Messiah, Part 2  • Matthew 3:15DAY 2

READ    
Matthew 3:13–17

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Matthew 3:15

So if Jesus was sinless, then why did He choose to be 

EDSWL]HG"�-HVXV�FKRVH�WR�EH�EDSWL]HG�LQ�RUGHU�êWR�IXOĆOO�

all righteousness” (Matt 3:15). This phrase shows that 

Jesus was choosing to submit wholly to God’s plan (6:33). 

God’s plan was for the Messiah to be counted with 

sinners (Isa 53:12). And that’s what Jesus did when He 

was baptized. Jesus was not admitting any sin of His own; 

instead, He was identifying Himself with the sinners He 

came to save. By being baptized, Jesus was accepting 

His mission as the Messiah, even the part about dying 

for sins He never committed (Isa 53:5–6). The rest of 

Jesus’ life shows that He was true to His mission. That’s 

good news for us! Like the leopard unable to change 

his spots, we are completely powerless to change our 

VLQIXO�FRQGLWLRQ��-HU���������2XU�RQO\�KRSH�LV�IRU�-HVXV��

our Messiah, to take our sins upon Himself and give us 

His own righteousness (2 Cor 5:21). Since He never 

wavered, you can trust Him as your Messiah and follow 

His example of humble obedience (1 Pet 2:21)

ASK   
1.  Why did Jesus say he wanted to be baptized? 

7R�IXOĆOO�DOO�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��WR�SXEOLFO\�DFFHSW�*RGèV�SODQ�

for Him to be the Messiah.

2.  What was the purpose of Jesus’ baptism? 

7R�VKRZ�WKDW�-HVXV�LGHQWLĆHG�ZLWK�VLQQHUV�

3.  How was Jesus’ baptism different from others? 

Jesus was not confessing His own sin (He was sinless).

DISCUSS   
1.  How is our sin like the spots on a leopard?

2.  When you see Jesus’ perfect obedience to His 

Father, how should you respond (1 Pet 2:21)?

+HDYHQ�FRQĆUPHG�-HVXVè�PLVVLRQ�DV�WKH�0HVVLDK��3DUW���•
Matthew 3:16DAY 3

READ    

Matthew 3:13–17

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Matthew 3:16

Why did a dove land on Jesus? Actually, it wasn’t a 

dove. It was the Holy Spirit who appeared in a form 

that was similar to a dove. Well then, why did the Holy 

Spirit come on Jesus? There are three reasons. First, it 

shows that Jesus was the promised Messiah because 

WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�SURSKHVLHG�WKDW�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�

would come upon the chosen descendant of Jesse (Isa 

11:1–2a). That’s how John the Baptist knew Jesus was 

the Messiah (John 1:33). Second, it shows that Jesus 

was the promised Messiah by anointing Him as king. 

Long ago, God selected David as king by anointing 

KLP�ZLWK�RLO����6DP���������%XW�KHUH�*RG�LGHQWLĆHV�

Jesus as King by anointing Him with the Holy Spirit 

(Isa 61:1). Third, it shows Jesus was given power to 

EH�WKH�0HVVLDK��7KH�6SLULW�ĆOOHG�-HVXV�ZLWK�êZLVGRP�

and understanding,” “counsel and might,” “knowledge 

DQG�WKH�IHDU�RI�WKH�/25'ë��,VD�����E���%\�WKH�6SLULW�

Jesus would overcome temptation (Matt 4:1), perform 

miracles (12:28), give His life (Heb 9:14), and rise from 

the dead (Rom 8:11). 

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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ASK   
1.  Who came down from heaven onto Jesus? 

The Holy Spirit, like a dove. 

2.  When John saw this, what did he realize? 

He realized Jesus was the chosen one, the Messiah.

3.  How did the Holy Spirit show that Jesus is the 

Messiah? 

+H�IXOĆOOHG�WKH�SURSKHF\�DERXW�WKH�0HVVLDK�KDYLQJ�WKH�
Spirit, He anointed Him as King, and He equipped Him 

with power.

DISCUSS   
1.  List some tools that different kinds of jobs need 

�GRFWRUV��ĆUHĆJKWHUV��SROLFH�RIĆFHUV��HWF����:RXOG�

you trust any of them to help you if they had none of 

the tools their job requires?

2.  Why can you trust Jesus to do His job as the 

Messiah? Do you trust Him? 

+HDYHQ�FRQĆUPHG�-HVXVè�PLVVLRQ�DV�WKH�0HVVLDK��3DUW���• 
Matthew 3:1DAY 4

READ    

Matthew 3:13–17

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Matthew 3:17

Parents love it when their children obey, and God the 

Father does too. When Jesus chose to be baptized, Jesus 

showed that He shared the same purpose and the same 

love as the Father. No human father and son have ever 

been so close as God the Father and God the Son (John 

10:30). So the Father showed His pleasure. He called Jesus 

His “beloved Son” and said He was “well-pleased.” These 

ZRUGV�DOVR�LGHQWLĆHG�ZKR�-HVXV�ZDV��$V�WKH�êEHORYHG�6RQë�

(Matt 3:17a), Jesus was the promised Son who would 

reign as King over the earth (Ps 2:7–8). As the one the 

Father was “well-pleased” with (Matt 3:17b), Jesus was 

the righteous Servant (Isa 42:1) who would suffer and die 

for sinners (53:5–9). So while some Jews thought there 

would be two Messiahs, one who would suffer and one 

who would rule, the Father spoke from heaven to show 

that Jesus would do both. He came once as the suffering 

Messiah to save the world (John 3:17). He will come again 

as the conquering Messiah to judge the world and reign as 

King forever (Matt 16:27). 

W
EE

K
 2

ASK   
1.  What did the Father call Jesus? 

My beloved Son.

2.  How did the Father show that Jesus is the 

Messiah?

+H�LGHQWLĆHG�-HVXV�DV�WKH�5R\DO�6RQ�DQG�DV�WKH�

Suffering Servant.

��� �:KDW�ZDV�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�-HVXVè�ĆUVW�FRPLQJ"

To save the world as the suffering Messiah.

4.  What will be the purpose of Jesus’ second 

coming?

To judge the world and reign as King forever as the 

conquering Messiah. 

 DISCUSS   
1.  How do you and your parents show your love for 

each other?

2.  The Father and Son love each other very much. 

What difference does that make for you (John 

15:9; Rom 8:15–17)?



All three members of the Trinity present at Jesus’ baptism • 
Matthew 3:16–17DAY 5

READ    

Matthew 3:13–17

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Matthew 3:16–17

It’s almost as if heaven was holding its breath, watching 

eagerly for Jesus to appear on the world stage as 

the Messiah. Then, when the Son appeared in His 

baptism, heaven burst forth with approval, delighted 

in the Messiah and His mission. The approval of the 

Spirit and the Father was added to the Son’s own 

WHVWLPRQ\��VR�WKDW�WKH�HQWLUH�7ULQLW\�FRQĆUPHG�WKDW�

Jesus is indeed the promised Savior and King. The 

Trinity is often described as one God in three persons. 

The triune God is based on three biblical truths. First, 

there is only one God (Deut 6:4; 1 Tim 2:5). Second, the 

Father (Eph 4:6), the Son (John 1:1; Rom 9:5; Heb 1:8), 

and the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:3–4) are each God. Third, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are distinct 

from each other. Since all the members of the Trinity 

interacted together at Jesus’ baptism, they cannot just 

be different roles that God takes on at different times. 

So Jesus’ baptism shows us that the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit are distinct persons who are at the 

same time the one God.

ASK   
1.  What does “Trinity” mean? 

It means that God is three persons in one.

2.  How do you see it at Jesus’ baptism? 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit acted together at Jesus’ 

baptism.

3.  The triune God is based on three biblical truths. 

What are they? 

There is only one God. The Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit are each God. The Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit are distinct from each other.  

3.  How does Jesus’ baptism show that the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit are distinct persons? 

All the members of the trinity interacted together at 

Jesus’ baptism.  

 

DISCUSS   
1.  Why can we be absolutely certain that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the promised Savior and King? 

2.  How does the Trinity allow for God to be inherently 

loving and relational?  

Jesus overcomes 

temptation

Luke 4:1–13

NEXT WEEK


