Christ Lutheran Church
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Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.
"He said, “Lord, | believe,” and he worshiped him. (John 9:38-39)

Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 15, 2026



Welcome

Welcome to all — members, guests, and visitors — in the name of Jesus! Our Lord
comes to us today in Word and Sacrament, bestowing upon us the forgiveness of
sins, life, and salvation. It is truly a blessing to gather with other Christians and
celebrate all the Gospel promises of our Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus. During the
Offering, all worshipers are asked to please fill out the Record of Fellowship
which is found in each of the pews.

Concerning the Lord's Supper

The Sacrament of the Altar is given in our churches to those baptized Christians
who have been examined and absolved, and who publicly confess the faith of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church as contained in the Small Catechism. Communicant
members in good standing with a congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod or of one of our sister churches are welcome to receive the

Sacrament. Others are encouraged to speak with the pastor before or after service
as we earnestly desire your future reception of this sacred meal.

Guests or visitors who are not receiving communion today are still invited to come
forward for a blessing. Simply fold your arms across your chest to indicate this
once you are at the rail. It is also fine to simply remain in the pew when your row
is dismissed. Those who may need special accommodation in order to receive the
elements of the meal, or who have mobility concerns are invited to speak with the
pastor. Finally, although it is our custom to kneel together at the rail if this causes
pain or discomfort you are encouraged to remain standing.

Children
Children are welcome in the sanctuary throughout the service. There is a nursery
located across from the kitchen. Child activity bags can be found in the Cry Room,
which is located at the back of the sanctuary.

Pastor: Chuck Hoffman

Church Office: (231) 582-9301

Church E-Mail: christlutheranboyne@gmail.com
Pastor’s Phone: (231) 373-2449

Pastor’s Email: pastor.clcboyne@gmail.com
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Divine Service of Word and Sacrament
(Setting Four - LSB, page 203ff)

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

Isaiah 42:14-21
Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39

By His Word of the Gospel, Jesus Calls Us Out of the Darkness into His Marvelous Light

The Lord is grieved by the spiritual blindness of His people, yet in mercy He does not forsake
them. He restrains His anger and keeps His peace, until He opens their ears and eyes to hear and
see Him. “For his righteousness’ sake,” He magnifies His Word and makes it glorious in the
coming of Christ Jesus (Is. 42:21). Jesus turns “the darkness before them into light” (Is. 42:16)
because He is “the light of the world” (John 9:5). The incarnate Son of God does the works of
His Father and displays the divine glory in His own flesh “while it is day, ” until that night “when
no one can work” (John 9:4). By the washing of water with His Word, He opens the eyes of the
blind and grants rest to the weary. Therefore, though “at one time you were darkness,” now “you
are light in the Lord” (Eph. 5:8). By our Baptism into Christ, we live in the eternal day of His
resurrection, wherein He shines upon us. As often as we fall back into the darkness of sin, He
calls us by the Gospel to “awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead” (Eph. 5:14).

Morning Prayer on Sunday

Lord... I come before You in this morning hour and give You humble thanks because during this
night You have been a fortress around me and mine. You have again renewed to me Your
goodness and faithfulness... My God, let it be my delight today to hear Your Word, to be built up
in You, to sing hymns of praise and thanks to Your glory, to pray fervently, and to make my heart
an offering to You... Grant that I may ponder Your Word during the entire week, that I may live
according to it and bring forth a crop of good fruits. Amen (Starck’s Prayer Book: Revised Concordia
Ed., pages 4-5)
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Stand

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984

Tune: Carl G. Gléser, 1784-1829

Text: © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002441
Tune: Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.



(P} Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise,
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Kyrie LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day: Lent 4
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Let us pray.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide
for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your
merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Sit

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 42:14-21
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"For a long time | have held my peace;
| have kept still and restrained myself;
now | will cry out like a woman in labor;
| will gasp and pant.
] will lay waste mountains and hills,
and dry up all their vegetation;
| will turn the rivers into islands,
and dry up the pools.
"*And | will lead the blind
in a way that they do not know,
in paths that they have not known
| will guide them.
| will turn the darkness before them into light,
the rough places into level ground.
These are the things | do,
and | do not forsake them.
""They are turned back and utterly put to shame,
who trust in carved idols,
who say to metal images,
“You are our gods.”

"®Hear, you deaf,
and look, you blind, that you may see!

“Who is blind but my servant,
or deaf as my messenger whom | send?

Who is blind as my dedicated one,
or blind as the servant of the LORD?

2%He sees many things, but does not observe them;
his ears are open, but he does not hear.

2'The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake,
to magnify his law and make it glorious.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gradual

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus,
the founder and perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the
shame,
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

Epistle: Ephesians 5:8-14
8For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as
children of light °(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true),
'%nd try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. ""Take no part in the unfruitful works
of darkness, but instead expose them. "For it is shameful even to speak of the things
that they do in secret. *But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible,
“for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

"Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Verse
With you is the fountain of life; in your light do we see light.



Holy Gospel: John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” *Jesus answered,
“It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be
displayed in him. *We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is
coming, when no one can work. °As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the
world.” ®Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the
saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud “and said to him, “Go, wash in
the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back
seeing. . ..

3They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. ™*Now it was
a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. "*So the Pharisees
again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “"He put mud on
my eyes, and | washed, and | see.” ®Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from
God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “"How can a man who is a
sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. '"So they said again to
the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said,
“He is a prophet.” . ..

**They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And
they cast him out.

3°)esus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man?” *®*He answered, “And who is he, sir, that | may believe in
him?" *"Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.”
*®He said, “Lord, | believe,” and he worshiped him. *Jesus said, “For judgment | came
into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become
blind.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Nicene Creed

Sit

| believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I of the world to come. Amen.
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Sermon
Stand

Prayer of the Church

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, "Peace be
with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22—

24; Eph. 4:1-3).
Sit

Offering Please sign the attendance book found in

your pew. In addition to the

plate, offerings may be placed in the offering box at any tim
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Preface LSB 208
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into
death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and
lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death
and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 208
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Tru-1ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke



Prayer of Thanksgiving
(P} Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on
us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life.

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the
mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We give You thanks
that on Calvary You spared not Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a
ransom for many.

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father, to
trust in Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the
sin of the world.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



The Words of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;

this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My *I- blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

LSB 210

Pax Domini
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei
0 4 . | | J |
o Ll | I | | | ] |
(e — { } ‘ i g o o He o
9 e e e F
10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
f) & | :
Wﬂ—ﬁ = Py [
\ \ I 1 I - — -
o) \ ! ' ' | |
You take the sin of the world a way;
You take the sin of the world a way;
0 u ‘ .
o | | I [ | | I
(o Y — ‘ ‘ = < 1 | f
)\?! - > r J & v 0\ d e
0) Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mer - cy on us, Je sus Christ,
f) u .
i — ‘ i I ; i i ; |
A5} E— 1 = 2, o = | } 1
Q) & @ hdd 1= > s
Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
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Text: Stephen P. Starke

Sit
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Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. Peer O. Stromme, 1856-1921, alt.
Tune: Johann Balthasar Kénig, 1691-1758
Text and tune: Public domain
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.

Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-81; (sts. 1-2): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; (sts. 3-4, 6): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1912, St.
Louis

Tune: Das grosse Cantional, 1687, Darmstadt

Text and tune: Public domain
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His
sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not
to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy
Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.
Amen.
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Tri-umph o’er the shades of night.

Joy-less is the day’s re-turn Till Thy mer-cy’s beams I see,

Fill me, ra - dian - cy di-vine, Scat-ter all my un - be - lief;
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Day-spring from on high, be near; Day - star,

Till they in - ward light im-part,
More and more Thy - self dis-play,

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88
Tune: attr. Johann G. Werner, 1777-1822
Text and tune: Public domain
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Announcements

Serving at 8:00am Serving at 10:30am
Organist Becky Palmiter
Elders Greg Danforth Cody Randall
Ushers Larry and Mary Ann Lew Behling
Handwerk Bob Smith
Altar Guild
Grace Battista and Sandy Hill

The Tuesday evening Bible Study will meet at 6:00 PM.

On Wednesday we will have our Lenten Service and Soup Supper. The
supper will be at 5:45 PM, with the service following at 6:30 PM.

The Choir will meet at 7:00 PM on Wednesday.
On Thursday morning, Bible Class will meet at 10:00 AM.
Men’s Breakfast will be on Saturday at 8:00AM.

LWML will meet on Saturday at 10:00 AM. We will be making blankets for
The Haven. All women and girls are welcome!



Christ Lutheran Church
1250 Boyne Ave.
Boyne City, M1
(231) 582-9301
www.clcboyne.org

Worship: 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study: 9:15 AM



