Christ Lutheran Church
Boyne City, M1

For where two or three are gathered in my name,
there am | among them. (Matthew 18:20)

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 6, 2026



Welcome

Welcome to all — members, guests, and visitors — in the name of Jesus! Our Lord
comes to us today in Word and Sacrament, bestowing upon us the forgiveness of
sins, life, and salvation. It is truly a blessing to gather with other Christians and
celebrate all the Gospel promises of our Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus. During the
Offering, all worshipers are asked to please fill out the Record of Fellowship
which is found in each of the pews.

Concerning the Lord's Supper

The Sacrament of the Altar is given in our churches to those baptized Christians
who have been examined and absolved, and who publicly confess the faith of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church as contained in the Small Catechism. Communicant
members in good standing with a congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod or of one of our sister churches are welcome to receive the

Sacrament. Others are encouraged to speak with the pastor before or after service
as we earnestly desire your future reception of this sacred meal.

Guests or visitors who are not receiving communion today are still invited to come
forward for a blessing. Simply fold your arms across your chest to indicate this
once you are at the rail. It is also fine to simply remain in the pew when your row
is dismissed. Those who may need special accommodation in order to receive the
elements of the meal, or who have mobility concerns are invited to speak with the
pastor. Finally, although it is our custom to kneel together at the rail if this causes
pain or discomfort you are encouraged to remain standing.

Children
Children are welcome in the sanctuary throughout the service. There is a nursery
located across from the kitchen. Child activity bags can be found in the Cry Room,
which is located at the back of the sanctuary.

Pastor: Chuck Hoffman

Church Office: (231) 582-9301

Church E-Mail: christlutheranboyne@gmail.com
Pastor’s Phone: (231) 373-2449

Pastor’s Email: pastor.clcboyne@gmail.com
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Divine Service of Word and Sacrament
(Setting One- LSB, page 151)

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Proper 18

Ezekiel 33:7-9
Romans 13:1-10
Matthew 18:1-20

Living as Humble Little Children of the Father

True greatness is not self-sufficient strength, but humility like that of a little child. The greatness
of childlike faith receives all good things as gracious gifts from our Father in heaven. Apart from
such faith, “you will never enter the kingdom of heaven,” but whoever is humbled like a little
child will be “the greatest in the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 18:3—4). Though in our sin we
deserve to be “drowned in the depth of the sea” (Matt. 18:6), we have instead been drowned
(“buried”) with Christ in Baptism and then raised to the new, humble life of a child of God. The
Lord sends His watchman to warn us with a word from His mouth, in order that we may not die
in our iniquity but be turned from our pride and selfishness to live (Ezek. 33:7-9). Thus, we live
in humility and faith before God as well as in love for our neighbor, which “is the fulfilling of the
law” (Rom. 13:10). In the reverent fear of God, we do no harm to our neighbor, but we “pay to
all what is owed to them” (Rom. 13:7) and we “owe no one anything, except to love each other”
(Rom. 13:8).

Morning Prayer on Sunday

Gracious and merciful God, I come before Your holy face today with praise and thanksgiving.
You have graciously kept me during the past week and bountifully blessed the work of my
hands...Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may gladly hear and learn Your Word this day. When
Your Word is being preached, open my heart that I may listen to it and receive it within me as a
precious treasure. Help me to build myself up in my Christian faith and to grow in the knowledge
of the truth...Grant me to keep the Sabbath always in this manner until You bring me to the
unending joys of heaven, to the Sabbath that never ends, through Jesus Christ, my only Redeemer
and Savior. Amen. (Starck’s Prayer Book: Revised Concordia Ed., pages 2-3)
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
Tune: Lofs8nger och andeliga wisor, 1873, Sweden

Text: Public domain

Tune: Public domain

In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.



(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the "1+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Psalm: Psalm 32:1-7

'Blesséd is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.

?Blesséd is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

3For when | kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long.
“For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.

>l acknowledged my sin to you,
and | did not cover my iniquity;

I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

*Therefore let everyone who is godly

offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found;
surely in the rush of great waters,

they shall not reach him.
"You are a hiding place for me;

you preserve me from trouble;

you surround me with shouts of deliverance.



Kyrie LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day: Proper 18 (Year A)

Sit

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P} Let us pray.
O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your
holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things that are right and, by
Your merciful guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-9

"So you, son of man, | have made a watchman for the house of Israel.
Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from
me. 8If | say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not
speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in
his iniquity, but his blood | will require at your hand. °But if you warn the
wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person
shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gradual

Fear the LORD, you his saints,
for those who fear him lack nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out of them all.

Epistle: Romans 13:1-10

'Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.
Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and
those who resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good
conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority?
Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, *for he is God's
servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the
sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's
wrath on the wrongdoer. °Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to
avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. ®For the same reason
you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this
very thing. Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed,
revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to
whom honor is owed.

80we no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. °The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and
any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” '°Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is
the fulfilling of the law.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
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Holy Gospel: Matthew 18:1-20
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven?” 2And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of
them 3and said, “Truly, | say to you, unless you turn and become like children,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. “Whoever humbles himself like
this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

>"Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, ®but whoever
causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for
him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in
the depth of the sea.

""Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that
temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! 8And
if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is
better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to
be thrown into the eternal fire. °’And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out
and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two
eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.

19“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For | tell you that in
heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. "'For
the Son of Man came to save the lost. "®What do you think? If a man has a
hundred sheep and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the
ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray?



Sit

3And if he finds it, truly, | say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the
ninety-nine that never went astray. '¥So it is not the will of my Father who is in
heaven that one of these little ones should perish.

15"1f your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and
him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. '®But if he does
not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be
established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 'If he refuses to listen
to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let
him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. "®8Truly, | say to you, whatever
you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven. ®Again | say to you, if two of you agree on earth
about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 2°For
where two or three are gathered in my name, there am | among them.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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Sermon
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Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life ‘I of the world to come. Amen.



Prayer of the Church

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be
with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22—

24; Eph. 4:1-3).
Sit
Offering
Stand
Offertory LSB 159
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Preface LSB 160

(P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P] Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161
(P] Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our
sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished
for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather
us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory,
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P

P)
P)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to
eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:



Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini LSB 163
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Agnus Dei
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Grant that we worthily receive
Your supper, Lord, our Savior,

And, truly grieving for our sins,
May prove by our behavior

That we are thankful for Your grace

And day by day may run our race,
In holiness increasing.

For Your consoling supper, Lord,
Be praised throughout all ages!
Preserve it, for in ev'ry place
The world against it rages.
Grant that this sacrament may be
A blessed comfort unto me
When living and when dying.
Text: Samuel Kinner, 1603-68; tr. Emanuel Cronenwett, 1841-1931, alt.

Tune: Peter Sohren, c. 1630-c. 1692, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain



579 The Law of God Is Good and Wise LSB 579
_119 ﬂ T I I ; T I I T I ii !
Dod 2 Jd g e - Z S
1 The Law of God is good and wise And sets  His
2 Its  light of ho - li - ness 1im - parts The  knowl - edge
3 To those who help in Christ have found And would in
4 But those who scorn - ful - ly dis - dain God’s Law shall
4 H 1 1 | 1
o I I I Y I |
& s—* & | F e e | F & &
| | I ! I I
will be - fore our eyes, Shows us the way of righ-teous-
of our sin - ful hearts That we may see our lost es -
works of love a - bound It shows what deeds are His de -
then in sin re - main; Its ter - ror in their ear re -
_9 ﬂ T T I T .
& o—F o =3 ) J
Q) I - i hnd
ness, And dooms to death when  we trans -  gress.
tate And turn  from sin be - fore too late.
light And should be done as good and right.
sounds And  keeps their wick - ed - ness in bounds.

The Law is good; but since the fall
Its holiness condemns us all;

It dooms us for our sin to die
And has no pow'r to justify.

To Jesus we for refuge flee,
Who from the curse has set us free,
And humbly worship at His throne,

Saved by His grace through faith alone.

Text: Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, alt.
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed.
Text and tune: Public domain

Joseph Klug
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Thanfl)( the Lord
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu -

ia.

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may,
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Benediction LSB 166
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I give you peace.
Amen.



707 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways LSB 707
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1 Oh, thatthe Lord would guide my ways To keep His stat-utes still!
2 Or - dermy foot-steps by Thy Word And make my heart sin- cere;
3 As - sistmy soul, too apt to stray, A  strict-er watch to keep;
4 Make me to walk in Thy com-mands—’'Tis a de-light- ful road—
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Oh, that my God would grant me grace To know and do His  will!

Let sin have no

And should I e’er
Nor let my head

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870
Text and tune: Public domain
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do - min-ion, Lord, But keep my con-science clear.
for - get Thy way, Re-store Thy wan-d’ring sheep.
or heart or hands Of-fend a-gainst my  God.
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Announcements

The flowers on the altar today are from John and Lisa Snyder
in honor of John's birthday

Serving at 8:00am Serving at 10:30am
Organist Jon Teuscher
Elders Greg Danforth Jake Bernthal
Ushers Brad and Teresa Carlson Ron Grulke
Jerry Barger
Altar Guild
Janie Amesbury and Stacy Bearss

Women’s Book Study is Wednesday at 10:30am. The current book is Forgive by
Timothy Keller.

On Thursday morning, Bible Class will meet at 10:00 AM.

Kinder Closet will be held on Saturday from 10-Noon.

Council meeting will be at 6:00pm on Monday, September 14,

Dart Ball Open House — Saturday September 12 & 19 from 1-3pm at St. Paul -
Kalkaska's back fellowship hall. The game is played like darts (but with underhanded

throwing and a baseball-themed board) and scored like baseball. Come & throw some
darts, learn the rules, and have fun!




Christ Lutheran Church
1250 Boyne Ave.
Boyne City, M1
(231) 582-9301
www.clcboyne.org

Worship: 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study: 9:15 AM



