An Outline of Leviticus
Brent A. Belford

I.  Overcoming Sin (1:1-10:20)
A. The Sacrifices (1:1-7:38)
1. Anintroduction to the sacrifices (1:1-2)
2. The burnt offering (1:3-17; 6:8-13)
a. From the offerer’s perspective (1:3-17)
1) When offering a bull as a burnt offering (3—9)
2) When offering a goat or sheep as a burnt offering (10-13)
3) When offering a turtledove or pigeon as a burnt offering (14-17)
b. From the priest’s perspective (6:8—13)
3. The cereal offering (2:1-16; 6:14-23)
Uncooked cereal offerings (2:1-3)
Cooked cereal offerings (2:4-10)
Leaven, honey, and salt in the cereal offering (2:11-13)
The cereal offering at the firstfruits (2:14-16)
The disposal of the cereal offering and the priest’s cereal offering (6:14—-23)
4, The;ﬂofferlng (3:1-17; 7:11-36)
a. The peace offering was a celebration of fellowship with God (3:1-17).
1) The peace offering from the cattle or herd (3:1-5)
2) The peace offering from the flock or sheep (3:6-11)
3) The peace offering from the goats (3:12-17)
b. Logistical details concerning the peace offering (7:11-36)
1) The disposal of the peace offering (7:11-21)
2) The declaration to avoid consuming fat and blood (7:22-27)
3) The priest’s responsibilities regarding the peace offering (7:28—36)
5. The sin offering (4:1-5:13; 6:24-30)
An introduction (4:1-2)
The sin offering of the priest (4:3-12)
The sin offering of the whole congregation (4:13-21)
The sin offering of the political leaders (4:22-26)
The sin offering of the individual (4:27-35)
Occasions for the sin offering (5:1-13)
1) The occasions themselves (5:1-4)
a) Failing to report a blasphemous oath (1)
b) Unintentionally touching the carcass of an animal (2)
¢) Touching an unclean human (3)
d) Blurting out a flippant oath (4)
2) The methods and means of the sin offering (5:5-13)
g. The disposal of the sin offering (6:24—30)
6. The trespass offering (5:14—6:7; 7:1-10)
a. Atrespass against the sanctuary (5:14-19)
b. A trespass against the name of God through an oath (6:1-7)
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c. The logistics of the trespass offering (7:1-10)
7. A conclusion to the sacrifices (7:37-38)
B. The Priesthood (8:1-10:20)
1. Preparing to minister: the ordination of the priesthood (8:1-36)
a. God’s command to Moses regarding the ordination of the priesthood (1-3)
b. Moses’ obedience to the commands of God (4-13)
c. The first sacrifices offered by Moses in the tabernacle (14-30)
1) The sin offering (14-17)
2) The burnt offering (18-21)
3) The peace offering (22-30)
d. Instruction to Aaron (31-36)
2. Beginning to minister: the first sacrifice of Aaron as High Priest (9:1-24)
a. Instructions regarding sacrifice (1-7)
b. Offering for the priests (8—14)
c. Offering for the people (15-21)
d. The appearance and blessing of God (22-24)
3. Failing and enduring in ministry: the error of Aaron’s sons in offering strange fire and
Aaron’s response (10:1-20)
The punishment on Nadab and Abihu (1-3)
Dealing with the aftermath of this violation of the tabernacle (4-7)
Additional restrictions from God (8-11)
Moses’ instruction to Aaron (12-18)
e. Dispute over the sin offering (19-20)
Il. Overcoming Uncleanness (11:1-15:33)
A. Clean and unclean animals (11:1-47)
1. Adiscussion of land animals (1-8)
A discussion of sea creatures (9-12)
A discussion of flying creatures (13—19)
A discussion of flying insects (20-23)
A discussion of contact with corpses (24—40)
a. Contact with carcasses of unclean land animals (24-28)
b. Contact with carcasses of swarming creatures (29-38)
c. Contact with carcasses of clean animals (39-40)
6. A summary and climactic conclusion to cleanness and uncleanness (41-47)
B. Clean and unclean practices (12:1-15:33)
1. Dealing with uncleanness from childbearing (12:1-8)
2. Dealing with uncleanness from diseases (13—-14)
a. Tests for skin disease (13:1-17)
Skin disease associated with scars (13:18-28)
Skin disease in the scalp or beard (13:29-37)
A clean skin disease (13:38-39)
Baldness (13:40-44)
Treatment of those with serious skin disease (13:45-46)
Skin disease in clothing (13:47-58)
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h. Cleansing from skin disease (14:1-32)
i. Cleansing from mildew in house (14:33-53)
1) The initial treatment of an unclean house (14:33-42)
2) The follow-up (14:43-53)
j. A summary statement (14:54-57)
3. Dealing with uncleanness from discharges (15)
a. Unnatural male discharges (1-15)
Natural male discharges (16—18)
Natural female discharges (19—-24)
Unnatural female discharges (25-30)
e. Asummary statement (15:31-33)
. Overcoming Residual Sin: the Day of Atonement (16:1-34)
A. Warning and instructions about the high priest entering the Holy of Holies (1-5)
B. The sacrifice for the high priest’s residual sin (6—14)
C. The sacrifice for the people’s residual sin (15-19)
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. Instructions about a scapegoat (20-22)
Instructions about how participants are cleansed (23-28)
F. The annual repetition of these sacrifices (29-34)
IV. Overcoming Uncleanness: Part 2 (17:1-18:30)
A. Cleanness in the field and marketplace (17)
B. Cleanness in the tent and bedroom (18)
V. Overcoming Unholiness (19:1-27:34)
A. Holiness and Locality: there is no place where holiness is unimportant (19-22)
1. Holiness in the camp (19-20)
a. Acall to holiness (19:1-2)
Holiness requires obedience in various areas of life (19:3-18)
Holiness mandates certain imperatives to the Israelites (19:19-31)
Holiness involves proper treatment of the elderly and foreigner (19:32—-36)
A final exhortation regarding holiness (19:37)
f. Holiness demands punishment for offences (20:1-27)
2. Holiness in the tabernacle (21:1-22:33)
a. The priests were held to a very high standard of holiness (1-9).
The high priest was held to even higher standards of holiness (10-15).
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Regulations concerning eating of the holy things of the Lord (22:10-16).
e. Holiness and unblemished offerings (22:17-33)
B. Holiness and Temporality: There is never a time to neglect holiness (23-27)
1. Weekly participation in worship at the Sabbath is important (23:1-3; 24:5-9).

Once-a-year participation in worship at feasts and special days is required (23:4-44).

2.

3. Daily participation in worship is expected (24:1-4, 10-23).

4. Radical year-long participation in worship is emphasized: special laws concerning
Sabbath and Jubilee years (25-27).
a. The regular occasion of the Sabbath year (25:1-7)
b. The celebration of the Jubilee Year (25:8-55)

Only physically whole men are qualified for the Levitical priesthood (21:16—22:9).




d.

1) General Information (8-22)

2) Redemption of property at the Jubilee (23-34)

3) Redemption of people at the Jubilee (35-55)

Blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience to God’s commands (26:1-46)
1) Blessings for obedience (1-13)

2) Curses for disobedience (14-46)

Vows and tithes connected to the year of Jubilee (27:1-34)

1) Rules concerning the making of vows to God (1-29)

2) Rules concerning the giving of tithes (30-34)




