
The Lord’s Day 
December 17, 2023 

 

Gospel Centered 
 

CHRIST EXALTING 

Covenant’s Mission Statement 
“To build a faithful community of joyful disciples.” 

 
Covenant’s Values 

Covenant is by affirming the Bible as the  
authoritative Word of God, 

connectional by  a ffilia ting  w ith the Presby ter ia n Church  
in America (PCA), 

confessional by  a dher ing  to the W estminster  Sta nda rds,  
missional by  seeking  to sprea d the Gospel w or ldw ide, a nd  

relational by  encoura g ing  the church fa mily  to build community .  
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The Third Sunday in Advent 

Joy 
 
 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,  
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” 

Romans 15:13 
 
 
Prelude       
     
 
 
 
Life of the Church 
 
 
 
 
Call to Worship                                                          Psalm 130:5-8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Opening Hymn                                     “Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come”                       

(stanzas 1 and 2) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Today’s Advent Readers are Micah and Jessica Allison 
 
 

Responsive Reading 

During the prelude selection, prepare for worship 
by reflecting on Romans 15:13 printed above. 

                      Reader:        

           Congregation:       

                      Reader:        

           Congregation:        

Let all who take refuge in God be glad; 

let them ever sing for joy. 

O God, spread Your protection over them, 

that those who love Your name may rejoice in You. 

Joy to the world! the Lord is come: let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare Him room, and heav’n and nature sing, 

and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns: let men their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
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[5] I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word  
I hope; 
  
[6] my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for 
the morning, more than watchmen for the morning. 
 
[7] O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there 
is steadfast love, and with him is plentiful redemption. 
 
[8] And he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities.  
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Advent Scripture Reading                                     Philippians 4:4-9  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle  
 
 
 
Prayer 
 
 
 
Hymn                                                        “Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come” 

(stanzas 3 and 4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scripture Reading                                                      Isaiah 11:1-10                                Brandon Walser, Ruling Elder 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow far as the curse is found, 

far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
the glories of His righteousness, and wonders of His love, 

and wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love. 
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[1] There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a 

branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 

 

[2] And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the 

Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

 

[3] And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not 

judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears 

hear, 

[4] Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.  
 
[5] Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand;  
 
[6] do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and  
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
 
[7] And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard  
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
[8] Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever  
is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable,  
if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about 
these things.  
 
[9] What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice 
these things, and the God of peace will be with you.  
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Congregational Prayer                                                                                                         Brandon Walser, Ruling Elder 
  
 
 
 
Offertory and  Collection of Tithes and Offerings       
                                              
                                                                             “Come, Come, Immanuel”                                                                  Choir 

words and music by Jay Althouse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Presentation of the Offering                                                Jonathan Goodwin, Deacon 

Come, come. Immanuel, a child and yet a King. 
Born to reign forever; praise to Thee we sing. 

Come, come, Immanuel, and set Thy people free; 
from fear and sin release us; find our rest in Thee. 
Come, come, Immanuel, the Savior promised long. 

Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne and ev’ry voice a song. 
Come, come, Immanuel, let all go forth and tell  

the story of the tiny King born in Israel. 
Open the heavens wide; God sends a Son. 
He is a tiny babe, the blessed, Holy One. 

O come, come, Immanuel, the Son of God to earth. 
Let us who know and love Him celebrate the birth. 

O come, come, Immanuel, the time is drawing near. 
Salvation now is close at hand; the Son of God is here. 
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[4] but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide 
with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips 
he shall kill the wicked. 
 
[5] Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness 
the belt of his loins. 
  
[6] The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie 
down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fat-
tened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. 
 
[7] The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down 
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 
[8] The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and 
the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
 
[9] They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for 
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the wa-
ters cover the sea. 
  
[10] In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for 
the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting 
place shall be glorious. 
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Corporate Profession of Faith                  Heidelberg Catechism Question 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymn                                                       “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates!”                                     

(stanzas 1-4)       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Corporate Confession of Sin        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Individual Prayer and Meditation (Silent Prayer)     
 
 
Assurance of Pardon                                              Ephesians 1:7-8  

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! Behold, the King of glory waits; 
the King of kings is drawing near, the Savior of the world is here. 

 
A Helper just He comes to thee, His chariot is humility, 

His kingly crown is holiness, His scepter, pity in distress. 
 

O blest the land, the city blest, where Christ the Ruler is confessed! 
O happy hearts and happy homes to whom this King in triumph comes! 

 
Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart 

from earthly use for heav’n’s employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
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What is your only comfort in life and death? 
 
That I am not my own, but belong with body and soul,  
both in life and in death, to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ.  
He has fully paid for all my sins with His precious blood,  
and has set me free from all the power of the devil.  
He also preserves me in such a way that without the will of my  
heavenly Father not a hair can fall from my head;  
indeed, all things must work together for my salvation.  
Therefore, by His Holy Spirit He also assures me of eternal life  
and makes me heartily willing and ready from now on to live for Him. 

[7] In him we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace, [8] which he lavished upon us, 
in all wisdom and insight. 

Merciful Lord, we confess that with us  

there is an abundance of sin,  

but in You there is the fullness of righteousness  

and abundance of mercy.  

We are spiritually poor, but You are rich and  

in Jesus Christ came to be merciful to the poor.  

Strengthen our faith and trust in You.  

We are empty vessels that need to be filled; fill us.  

We are weak in faith; strengthen us.  

We are cold in love; warm us, and make our hearts fervent for You  

that our love may go out to one another and to our neighbors.  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Hymn                                                           “Immovable Our Hope Remains”                                   (sheet music pg. 9) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scripture                                                                     Romans 15:8-13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Immovable our hope remains though shifting sands before us lie. 

The One who washed away our stains shall bear us safely to the skies. 

The floods may rise, the winds may beat, torrential rains descend, 

yet God His own will not forget; He'll love and keep us till the end; 

You'll love and keep us till the end. 

 

This is eternal life: to know the living God and Christ, the Son. 

The Savior will not let us go until His saving work is done. 

Our debt was great, as was our need, but now the price is paid. 

Who can behold Immanuel bleed and doubt His willingness to save? 

We trust Your willingness to save. 

 

The Lord acquits, who can condemn? Though Satan's accusations fly 

his pow'r can never reach our names to blot them from the Book of Life. 

The Son has surely made us free His Word forever stands; 

and all our joy is knowing we are graven on His wounded hands; 

we're graven on Your wounded hands. 

 

Built into Christ, secure we stand, for with His Spirit we've been sealed. 

By grace we'll see the promised land where every sorrow shall be healed. 

To God who gave His only Son, to Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

to God the Spirit, Three-in-one, be songs of praise forevermore; 

we'll sing Your praise forevermore. 
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[8] For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised  

to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given  

to the patriarchs,  

 

[9] and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.  

As it is written, “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles,  

and sing to your name.” 

  

[10] And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 

  

[11] And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the  

peoples extol him.” 

  

[12] And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he  

who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” 

  

[13] May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,  

so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
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Sermon                                               “The Gospel Hope for All, Jew and Gentile”                                      Pastor Reed 
 
 
 
 
Closing Hymn                                          “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”                                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scriptural Benediction   
 
 
 
 
Postlude 

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 

 
chorus: On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; 

all other ground is sinking sand,  
all other ground is sinking sand. 

 
When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace; 

in every high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil. 
chorus 

 
His oath, His covenant, His blood support me in the whelming flood; 
when all around my soul gives way, He then is all my hope and stay. 

chorus 
 

When He shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in Him be found; 
dressed in His righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne. 

chorus 
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Sermon Outline 

“The Gospel Hope for All, Jew and Gentile”  

Romans 15:8-13 

 
 
 
     I.  The Messiah of Hope. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    II.  The Means of Hope.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   III.  The Magnitude of Hope. 
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