
The Lord’s Day 
January 3, 2021 

 

Gospel Centered 
 

CHRIST EXALTING 

Covenant’s Mission Statement 
Covenant seeks to glorify God by  
Establishing Disciples biblically, 
Engaging Culture redemptively,  

Expanding Christ's Church faithfully. 

 
Covenant’s Values 

Covenant is biblical by affirming the Bible as the  
authoritative Word of God, 

connectional by affiliating with the Presbyterian Church  
in America (PCA), 

confessional by adhering to the Westminster Standards, 
missional by seeking to spread the Gospel worldwide, and  
relational by encouraging families to build community. 



"With God are wisdom and might; he has counsel and understanding." 
Job 12:13 

 
  
 
Prelude                                        
 
 
Life of the Church 
 
 
Call to Worship                                                                                                                                         Psalm 104:1, 24, 31                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Invocation and The Lord’s Prayer 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymn                                                        “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”                              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Scripture Reading                                                   Luke 12:22-31                                      Bruce Hurlbut, Ruling Elder 
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During the prelude selection, prepare for wor-
ship by reflecting on Job 12:13 printed above. 

104:1 Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord my God, you are very great! You are clothed with 
splendor and majesty,104:24 O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom have you 
made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 104:31  May the glory of the Lord endure 
forever; may the Lord rejoice in his works. 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, Thy great Name we praise. 

 
Unresting, unhasting and silent as light, 

nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might; 
Thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight; 

All praise we would render; O help us to see 
'tis only the splendor of light hideth Thee! 
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Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the Kingdom, and the pow-
er, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

22 And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about 
your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23 For 
life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 24 Consider the ra-
vens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and 
yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 25 And 
which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 26 If 
then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about 
the rest?  
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Congregational Prayer                                                                                                            Bruce Hurlbut, Ruling Elder 
 
 
      
Corporate Profession of Faith                                                                                       Westminster Confession of Faith  
                                                                                                                                                             Chapter 2, Paragraph II                            
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving                                                                                                                    David Matlock, Deacon 
 
 
 
Hymn                                                                  “This Is My Father’s World”                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Corporate Confession of Sin 

This is my Father's world, and to my list'ning ears, 
all nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres. 

This is my Father's world: I rest me in the thought 
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; His hand the wonders wrought. 

 

This is my Father's world, the birds their carols raise, 
the morning light, the lily white, declare their Maker's praise. 

This is my Father's world: He shines in all that's fair; 
in the rustling grass I hear him pass, He speaks to me everywhere. 

 

This is my Father's world, O let me ne'er forget 
that though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet. 

This is my Father's world: the battle is not done; 
Jesus who died shall be satisfied, and earth and heav'n be one. 
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Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, whose face 
is hidden from us by our sins, and whose mercy we forget in the blind-
ness of our hearts: cleanse us from all our offenses, and deliver us from 
proud thoughts and vain desires, that with reverent and humble hearts 
we may draw near to you, confessing our faults, confiding in your grace, 
and finding in you our refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ your 
Son. Amen.  

27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in 
all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28 But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive 
in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O 
you of little faith! 29 And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be 
worried 30 For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that 
you need them.31 Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you. 

God hath life, glory, goodness, blessedness, in and of himself; and is alone in and unto him-
self all-sufficient, not standing in need of any creatures which he hath made, not deriving 
any glory from them, but only manifesting his own glory in, by, unto, and upon them. He is 
alone the fountain of all being, of whom, through whom, and to whom are all things; and 
hath most sovereign dominion over them, to do by them, for them, or upon them whatsoev-
er himself pleaseth. In his sight all thing are open and manifest, his knowledge is infinite, 
infallible, and independent upon the creature, so as nothing is to him contingent, or uncer-
tain. He is most holy in all his counsels, in all his works, and in all his commands. To him is 
due from angels and men, and every other creature, whatsoever worship, service, or obedi-
ence he is pleased to require of them.  



Individual Prayer and Meditation (Silent Prayer)                 
 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon                                                                                                                                      Ephesians 1:7-9                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymn                                                                       “My Hope Is in the Lord”                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scripture Reading                                                                                                                                            Job 38:1-39:30 
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My hope is in the Lord who gave himself for me, 
and paid the price of all my sin at Calvary. 

 
refrain: For me He died, for me He lives, 

and everlasting life and life He freely gives. 
 

No merit of my own His anger to suppress, 
my only hope is found in Jesus’ righteousness. 

refrain 
 

And now for me He stands before the Father’s throne, 
He shows His wounded hands, and names me as His own. 

refrain 
 

His grace has planned it all, ‘tis mine but to believe, 
and recognize His work of love and Christ receive. 

refrain 
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7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 
of our  trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he 
lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to 
us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set 
forth in Christ. 

38:1 Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and said: 2 “Who is this that darkens 
counsel by words without knowledge? 3 Dress for action like a man; I will question you, and 
you make it known to me. 4 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, 
if you have understanding. 5 Who determined its measurements - surely you know! Or who 
stretched the line upon it?  6 On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone, 7 when 
the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 8 “Or who shut in the 
sea with doors when it burst out from the womb, 9 when I made clouds its garment and thick 
darkness its swaddling band, 10 and prescribed limits for it and set bars and doors,11 and said, 
‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, and here shall your proud waves be stayed’? 
12 “Have you commanded the morning since your days began, and caused the dawn to know 
its place, 13 that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth, and the wicked be shaken out of it? 
14 It is changed like clay under the seal, and its features stand out like a garment. 15 From the 
wicked their light is withheld, and their uplifted arm is broken. 16 “Have you entered into the 
springs of the sea, or walked in the recesses of the deep? 17 Have the gates of death been re-
vealed to you, or have you seen the gates of deep darkness? 18 Have you comprehended the 
expanse of the earth? Declare, if you know all this. 19 “Where is the way to the dwelling of 
light, and where is the place of darkness, 20 that you may take it to its territory and that you 
may discern the paths to its home? 21 You know, for you were born then, and the number of 
your days is great! 22 “Have you entered the storehouses of the snow, or have you seen the 
store houses of the hail, 23 which I have reserved for the time of trouble, for the day of battle 
and war?  
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24 What is the way to the place where the light is distributed, or where the east wind is scattered upon the 

earth? 25 “Who has cleft a channel for the torrents of rain and a way for the thunderbolt, 26 to bring rain 

on a land where no man is, on the desert in which there is no man, 27 to satisfy the waste and desolate land, 

and to make the ground sprout with grass? 28 “Has the rain a father, or who has begotten the drops of dew? 

29 From whose womb did the ice come forth, and who has given birth to the frost of heaven? 30 The waters 

become hard like stone, and the face of the deep is frozen. 31 “Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades or loose 

the cords of Orion? 32 Can you lead forth the Mazzaroth in their season, or can you guide the Bear with its 

children? 33 Do you know the ordinances of the heavens? Can you establish their rule on the earth? 34 “Can 

you lift up your voice to the clouds, that a flood of waters may cover you? 35 Can you send forth lightnings, 

that they may go and say to you, ‘Here we are’? 36 Who has put wisdom in the inward parts or given under-

standing to the mind?  37 Who can number the clouds by wisdom? Or who can tilt the waterskins of the 

heavens, 38 when the dust runs into a mass and the clods stick fast together? 39 “Can you hunt the prey for 

the lion, or satisfy the appetite of the young lions, 40 when they crouch in their dens or lie in wait in their 

thicket? 41 Who provides for the raven its prey, when its young ones cry to God for help, and wander about 

for lack of food? 39:1 “Do you know when the mountain goats give birth? Do you observe the calving of the 

does? 2 Can you number the months that they fulfill, and do you know the time when they give birth, 3 when 

they crouch, bring forth their offspring, and are delivered of their young? 4 Their young ones become 

strong; they grow up in the open; they go out and do not return to them. 5 “Who has let the wild donkey go 

free? Who has loosed the bonds of the swift donkey, 6 to whom I have given the arid plain for his home 

and the salt land for his dwelling place? 7 He scorns the tumult of the city; he hears not the shouts of the 

driver. 8 He ranges the mountains as his pasture, and he searches after every green thing. 9 “Is the wild ox 

willing to serve you? Will he spend the night at your manger? 10 Can you bind him in the furrow with ropes, 

or will he harrow the valleys after you? 10 Can you bind him in the furrow with ropes, or will he harrow the 

valleys after  you? 11 Will you depend on him because his strength is great, and will you leave to him your 

labor? 12 Do you have faith in him that he will return your grain and gather it to your threshing floor? 

13 “The wings of the ostrich wave proudly, but are they the pinions and plum age of love? 14 For she leaves 

her eggs to the earth and lets them be warmed on the ground, 15 forgetting that a foot may crush them and 

that the wild beast may trample them. 16 She deals cruelly with her young, as if they were not hers; though 

her labor be in vain, yet she has no fear, 17 because God has made her forget wisdom and given her no share 

in understanding. 18 When she rouses herself to flee, she laughs at the horse and his rider. 19 “Do you give the 

horse his might? Do you clothe his neck with a mane? 20 Do you make him leap like the locust? His majes-

tic snorting is terrifying.21 He paws in the valley and exults in his strength; he goes out to meet the weapons. 

22 He laughs at fear and is not dismayed; he does not turn back from the sword.23 Upon him rattle the quiv-

er, the flashing spear, and the javelin. 24 With fierceness and rage he swallows the ground; he cannot stand 

still at the sound of the trumpet. 25 When the trumpet sounds, he says ‘Aha!’ He smells the battle from afar, 

the thunder of the captains, and the shouting.  26 “Is it by your understanding that the hawk soars and 

spreads his wings toward the south? 27 Is it at your command that the eagle mounts up and makes his nest 

on high? 28 On the rock he dwells and makes his home, on the rocky crag and strong hold. 29 From there he 

spies out the prey; his eyes behold it from far away. 30 His young ones suck up blood, and where the slain 

are, there is he.” 



Sermon                                                                          “God Is Wise”                                                                Pastor Coyle 
 
  
 
Hymn                                                                        “Behold Our God”                                                  (sheet music pg. 8) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper 
    
 
                 
Hymn                                                                      “Be Thou My Vision”                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scriptural Benediction   
 
 
Postlude          
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Who has held the oceans in His hands?  
 Who has numbered every grain of sand? 
Kings and nations tremble at His voice.  

All creation rises to rejoice. 
 

Who has given counsel to the Lord?   
Who can question any of His words? 

Who can teach the One Who knows all things?  
Who can fathom all His wondrous deeds? 

   
      chorus:    Behold our God, seated on His throne.  

Come, let us adore Him, 
behold our King, nothing can compare,  

come, let us adore Him! 
 

Who has felt the nails upon His hands, 
 bearing all the guilt of sinful man? 
God eternal, humbled to the grave,  
Jesus, Savior, risen now to reign!  

chorus 
© 2001 Sovereign Grace Praise and Sovereign Grace Worship/CCLI 209271 
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Sermon Outline 

“God Is Wise” 

Job 38:1 - 39:30 
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Covenant Presbyterian Church 
One Covenant Drive • Little Rock, AR 72211 •  228-5903 •  228-9534 (Fax)  

cpc@covenantpca.com  •  www.covenantpca.com 
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America 

Paul & Connie Backstrom, Little Rock 
Peter & Jenny Boling, Mexico 
Dan & Nancy Butkowski, Little Rock 
Scott & Kathy Craig, Mexico 
Roger & Laura Dye, South Carolina 
Del & Hazel Farris, Ministry to State 
Jamie & Jacki Gildard, France 
Rob & Jenny Ilderton, England 

Darlene Johnson, Japan 
Tom & Karen Mirabella, Japan 
Pete & Ruth Mitchell, France 
Jim & Karan Romaine, New York City 
Jim Wroughton, Peru (retired) 
Will & Martha, International 
Wes & Kim, Undisclosed 

COVENANT’S MISSIONARY FAMIILIES 

Class of  2021 
 J. C. Baker (PT) 
Kevin Breniman 

Jerry Potts 
 

 Class of  2022 
Jeff Nissen 
Tom Paulus 
Bill Scholl   

 

Class of  2023 
Bruce Hurlbut 
Carl Monroe 

Jason Van Goor 

MEMBERS OF SESSION 
(PT - Partial Term) 

Class of  2021 
William Fennell 
David Matlock 

Jeff Rooker 

Class of 2022 
Bob Davis 
Tom Fox 

 

Class of 2023 
Scott Freydl 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
(PT - Partial Term) 

Tim J. Reed, Senior Pastor 
Derek Coyle, Assistant Pastor 

Liz Baker, Choir Director 

Mike Walsh, Pianist 
Ben Russ, Bookkeeper 

Peggy Washburn, Administrative Assistant 

STAFF 

TEACHING ELDER 
Tim J. Reed, Senior Pastor 


