
The Lord’s Day 
October 8, 2023 

 

Gospel Centered 
 

CHRIST EXALTING 

Covenant’s Mission Statement 
“To build a faithful community of joyful disciples.” 

 
Covenant’s Values 

Covenant is by affirming the Bible as the  
authoritative Word of God, 

connectional by  a ffilia ting  w ith the Presby ter ia n Church  
in America (PCA), 

confessional by  a dher ing  to the W estminster  Sta nda rds,  
missional by  seeking  to sprea d the Gospel w or ldw ide, a nd  

relational by  encoura g ing  the church fa mily  to build community .  



And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death,  
even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is  
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and  
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

Philippians 2:9-11 
 
 
 
Prelude                                        
 
 
 
 
Life of the Church 
 
 
 
 
Call to Worship                                                           Psalm 91:1-2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Invocation 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymn                                                              “Arise, O God, and Shine”                                  
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During the prelude selection, prepare for worship 
by reflecting on Philippians 2:9-11 printed above. 

[1] He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will  
abide in the shadow of the Almighty.  
 
[2] I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, 
my God, in whom I trust.”  

Arise, O God, and shine in all Thy saving might,  
and prosper each design to spread Thy glorious light;  

let healing streams of mercy flow   
that all the earth Thy truth may know. 

 
Bring distant nations near to sing Thy glorious praise;  

let every people hear and learn Thy holy ways.  
Reign, mighty God, assert Thy cause,  

and govern by Thy righteous laws. 
 

Put forth Thy glorious power, that everyone may see  
and earth present her store, in converts born to Thee.  

God, our own God, His Church will bless,   
and fill the world with righteousness. 

 
To God, the only Wise, the one immortal King,  

let hallelujahs rise, from every living thing;  
let all that breathe, on every coast,  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

© 2004 Christopher Miner Music. Used by permission.  
All rights reserved. 
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Scripture Reading                                                 Ezekiel 17:22-24                                  Dan Butkowski, Ruling Elder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congregational Prayer                                                                                                         Dan Butkowski, Ruling Elder 
 
 
 
Offertory and Collection of Tithes and Offerings           
                                                                                     
                                                                                    “We Shall Rise”                                                                            Choir 

words and music by Stan Pethel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Presentation of the Offering                                                            Jeff Rooker, Deacon 
 
 
 

Corporate Profession of Faith                                  1 Peter 1:3-5 

[22] Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar 
and will set it out. I will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and  
I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain.  
 
 
[23] On the mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it may bear branches and  
produce fruit and become a noble cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of bird;  
in the shade of its branches birds of every sort will nest.  
 
 
[24] And all the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD; I bring low the high 
tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, and make the dry tree flourish.  
I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it.”  

There’s a promise I know in the Scripture  
we’re told of the coming of the Lord; 

with His saints to reign, rightful glory gain. 
We will praise Him evermore.  

We shall rise to meet Him there, when the Lord descends that day.  
Eastern skies will greet Him; joy will never, never end. 

Coming quick and sure, dressed in garments pure,  
He will call His children to a place prepared,  

Heaven’s joy we’ll share when we hear that trumpet shout. 
We shall rise to meet Him there, when the Lord descends that day. 

Eastern skies will greet Him; joy will never, never end. 
Let us watch and pray, living day to day, always looking up to see; 
for He will appear, take away all fear, what rejoicing there will be. 

We shall, we shall rise to meet Him there,  
when the Lord descends that day. 

Eastern skies will greet Him; joy will never end.  
We shall rise, we shall rise! 
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 [3] Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again  
to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  
 
[4] to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading,  
kept in heaven for you,  
 
[5] who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a  
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  
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Hymn                                                       “Christ the Sure and Steady Anchor”                                (sheet music pg. 8)                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Corporate Confession of Sin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Individual Prayer and Meditation (Silent Prayer)   
 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon                                                  Romans 5:8-10  

Christ the sure and steady anchor in the fury of the storm, 
when the winds of doubt blow through me and my sails have all been torn. 

In the suffering, in the sorrow, when my sinking hopes are few, 
I will hold fast to the anchor; it shall never be removed. 

 
Christ the sure and steady anchor while the tempest rages on, 

when temptation claims the battle and it seems the night has won. 
Deeper still, then goes the anchor, though I justly stand accused. 

I will hold fast to the anchor; it shall never be removed. 
 

Christ the sure and steady anchor through the floods of unbelief. 
Hopeless, somehow, O my soul, now lift your eyes to Calvary. 

This my ballast of assurance- see His love forever proved. 
All my hope is in the anchor; it shall never be removed. 

 
Christ the sure and steady anchor as we face the wave of death, 
when these trials give way to glory, as we draw our final breath. 

We will cross that great horizon, clouds behind, and life secured. 
And the calm will be the better for the storms that we endure. 

 
Christ the shore of our salvation, ever faithful, ever true. 

We will hold fast to the anchor, it shall never be removed. 
 

© 2014 © Doxology & Theology (Admin. by Lucas Gambit, LLC) and  
Love Your Enemies Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

CCLI Song # 7045331 -- CCLI 209271  

Jesus, forgive my sins.  
Forgive the sins that I remember, and the sins I have forgotten.  
Forgive my many failures in the face of temptation,  
and those times when I have been stubborn in the face of correction.  
Forgive the times I have been proud of my own achievements and 
those when I have failed to boast in Your works.  
Forgive the harsh judgments I have made of others,  
and the leniency I have shown myself.  
Forgive the lies I have told to others, and the truths I have avoided. 
Forgive me the pain I have caused others and the indulgence  
I have shown myself.  
Jesus, have mercy on me and make me whole. Amen.  

[8] but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. [9] Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, 
much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. [10] For if while 
we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 
more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.  
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Hymn                                                              “Yet Not I, But Christ in Me”                                (sheet music pgs.9&10) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scripture Reading                                                       Mark 4:21-34                                                                  Pastor Reed 
 
 
 

What gift of grace is Jesus my Redeemer 
there is no more for heaven now to give. 

He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom, 
my steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace. 

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus, 
for my life is wholly bound to His. 

Oh how strange and divine, I can sing: all is mine!  
Yet not I, but through Christ in me. 

 
The night is dark, but I am not forsaken, 

for by my side, the Savior he will stay. 
I labor on in weakness and rejoicing 

for in my need, His power is displayed. 
To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me 

through the deepest valley He will lead. 
Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome! 

Yet not I, but through Christ in me. 
 

No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven, 
the future sure, the price it has been paid; 
for Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon, 
and He was raised to overthrow the grave. 
To this I hold, my sin has been defeated; 

Jesus now and ever is my plea. 
Oh when the chains are released, I can sing: I am free!  

Yet not I, but through Christ in me. 
 

With every breath I long to follow Jesus, 
for He has said that He will bring me home; 

and day by day I know He will renew me 
until I stand with joy before the throne. 

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
all the glory evermore to Him. 

When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat: 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me. 

 

by Jonny Robinson, Rich Thompson, Michael Farren 
© Copyright 2018 CityAlight Music/CCLI 209271  

[21] And he said to them, “Is a lamp brought in to be put under 
a basket, or under a bed, and not on a stand?  
 
[22] For nothing is hidden except to be made manifest; nor is 
anything secret except to come to light.  
 
[23] If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.”  
 
[24] And he said to them, “Pay attention to what you hear:  
with the measure you use, it will be measured to you, and still 
more will be added to you.  
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Sermon                                                              “An Optimistic Perspective”                                                    Pastor Reed 
 
 
 
Hymn                                                       “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scriptural Benediction 
 
 
 
Postlude 

Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ the Head and Cornerstone, 
chosen of the Lord and precious, binding all the church in one; 

holy Zion's help forever and her confidence alone. 
 

All that dedicated city, dearly loved of God on high, 
in exultant jubilation pours perpetual melody; 

God the One in Three adoring in glad hymns eternally. 
 

To this temple, where we call Thee, come, O Lord of hosts, today: 
with Thy wonted lovingkindness hear Thy people as they pray; 

and Thy fullest benediction shed within its walls alway. 
 

Here vouchsafe to all Thy servants what they ask of Thee to gain, 
what they gain from Thee for ever with the blessed to retain, 

and hereafter in Thy glory evermore with Thee to reign. 
 

Laud and honor to the Father, laud and honor to the Son, 
laud and honor to the Spirit, ever Three and ever One, 

One in might, and One in glory, while unending ages run.  
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[25] For to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one  
who has not, even what he has will be taken away.” 
 

[26] And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter 
seed on the ground.  
 

[27] He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and 
grows; he knows not how.  
 

[28] The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear,  
then the full grain in the ear.  
 

[29] But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle,  
because the harvest has come.” 
 

[30] And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God,  
or what parable shall we use for it?  
 

[31] It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the 
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth,  
 

[32] yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all  
the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of  
the air can make nests in its shade.” 
 

[33] With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they  
were able to hear it.  
 

[34] He did not speak to them without a parable, but privately to  
his own disciples he explained everything.  



Sermon Outline 
“An Optimistic Perspective” 

Mark 4:21-34 
 
 
 
   I.  The Glory of the Kingdom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  II.  The Growth of the Kingdom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
III.   The Greatness of the Kingdom. 
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Covenant Presbyterian Church 
One Covenant Drive • Little Rock, AR 72211 •  501-228-5903  
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A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America 
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