
December 10, 2023

Making disciples who love Christ, his Word and his 
Church, through the ordinary means of grace.



Christ Presbyterian Church
Order for the Worship of God

Lord’s Day December 10, 2023

Welcome and Announcements

To all who are weary and need rest, to all who mourn and long for                   
comfort, to all who feel worthless and wonder if God cares, to all who fail and 

desire strength, to all who sin and need a Savior, to all who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness and to whoever will come this church opens wide her doors and 

offers her welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Call to Worship                                                                                    Isaiah 40:1-5
                                                                                                       
Minister: Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is par-
doned, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.

All: A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lift-
ed up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground 
shall become level, and the rough places a plain. And the glory of the 
Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth 
of the Lord has spoken.”

Before The Throne Of God Above

Before the throne of God above
I have a strong and perfect plea

A great High Priest whose name is Love
Who ever lives and pleads for me
My name is graven on His hands
My name is written on His heart

I know that while in heav’n He stands
No tongue can bid me thence depart
No tongue can bid me thence depart

When Satan tempts me to despair
And tells me of the guilt within

Upward I look and see Him there
Who made an end to all my sin



Because the sinless Saviour died
My sinful soul is counted free
For God the Just is satisfied

To look on Him and pardon me
To look on Him and pardon me

Behold Him there the risen Lamb
My perfect spotless righteousness

The great unchangeable I Am
The King of glory and of grace
One with Himself I cannot die

My soul is purchased with His blood
My life is hid with Christ on high

With Christ my Saviour and my God
With Christ my Saviour and my God

I bow before the cross of Christ
And marvel at this love divine

God’s perfect Son was sacrificed
To make me righteous in God’s eyes

This river’s depths I cannot know
But I can glory in its flood

The Lord Most High has bowed down low
And poured on me His glorious love
And poured on me His glorious love 

Prayer of Invocation

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be

World without end, amen, amen



Affirmation of Faith:                                                                                 John 1:14-18

Minister: What does the Gospel of John teach us about the Word, Jesus Christ 
who is God?

All: And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, 
‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”)  
For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law 
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No 
one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has 
made him known.

Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come

Joy to the world! The Lord is come
Let earth receive her King

Let ev’ry heart prepare him room
And heav’n and nature sing
And heav’n and nature sing

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing

Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns
Let men their songs employ

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy

No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground

He comes to make his blessings flow
Far as the curse is found
Far as the curse is found

Far as, far as the curse is found

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove

The glories of his righteousness
And wonders of his love
And wonders of his love

And wonders, wonders of his love



Call to Confession                                                                       Jeremiah 17:9-10 

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can un-
derstand it? I, the Lord, search the heart and test the mind.” 

Confession of Sin                                                        

Minister: Let us confess our sins together. 

All: O Lord, no day of our life has passed that has not proved us 
guilty in your sight. Prayers have been uttered from a prayerless 
heart; praise has been often praiseless sound; our best services are 
filthy rags. Blessed Jesus, let us find a refuge in your healing wounds. 
Though our sins rise to heaven your merits soar above them; though 
unrighteousness weighs us down, your righteousness exalts us to your 
throne. All things in us call for our rejection, all things in you plead 
our acceptance. We appeal from the throne of perfect justice to your 
throne of boundless grace, grant us to hear your assuring voice; that 
by your stripes we are healed, that you were bruised for our iniquities, 
that you were made to be sin for us that we might be righteous in you, 
that our grievous sins, our manifold sins, are all forgiven, buried in the 
ocean of your cleansing blood. Keep us always clinging to your cross, 
flood us every moment with amazing grace. In your merciful name we 
pray. Amen.

Silent Confession                                         

Assurance of Pardon and Comfort                                                 1 John 1:5, 9

“This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God 
is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ, we are 
forgiven. 

All: Thanks be to God! 



LORD, from the Depths to You I Cry!

LORD, from the depths to you I cry!
O Lord, to me give ear

And give attention to my voice
My cry for mercy hear

If you, O LORD, should mark our sins
Then who, O Lord, could stand?

But pardon can be found with you
That you may fear command

I wait, my soul awaits the LORD
My hope is in his word

Yes, more than watchmen wait for dawn
My soul awaits the Lord

O Isr’el, hope in God the LORD
For mercy is with him

With great redemption he will save
His Isr’el from all sin

Prayer of Intercession 		              	 	                               Mr. Sam Massey

Tithes and Offerings

The Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him, all creatures here below
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Preaching of God’s Word                                                     Rev. Nolan Williamson

“The Birth of Jesus”

Matthew 1:18-25



Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
see insert for liturgy

What Child Is This

What Child is this who laid to rest
On Mary’s lap is sleeping

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping

 
This this is Christ the King

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing
Haste haste to bring Him laud

The Babe the Son of Mary

Why lies He in such mean estate
Where ox and ass are feeding

Good Christian fear for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading

Nails spear shall pierce Him through
The cross be borne for me for you

Hail hail the Word made flesh
The Babe the Son of Mary

So bring Him incense gold and myrrh
Come peasant king to own Him

The King of kings salvation brings
Let loving hearts enthrone Him

Raise raise the song on high
The Virgin sings her lullaby

Joy joy for Christ is born
The Babe the Son of Mary

This this is Christ the King
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing

Haste haste to bring Him laud
The Babe the Son of Mary

Benediction
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