#10 Round Table Discussion

1. What about Christ’'s “person” makes sense of the following “plea”
by Lesslie Newbigin, and why?

What | am pleading for is simple, but not, | hope, simplistic. It is simply for a recovery
of confidence in the gospel, the truth, sufficiency, finality and universality of that which
God has done for the whole human race in Jesus Christ

2. Read the two descriptions of Christ below. How do you see the
Calcedonian description clarifying the Nicene description?

Nicene (381 AD):

| believe in.... and in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the
Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate
by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human.

Calcedonian (451 AD):

We, then, following the holy Fathers, all with one consent, teach men to confess one
and the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, the same perfect in Godhead and also
perfect in manhood; truly God and truly man, of a reasonable [rational] soul and body;
consubstantial [co-essential] with the Father according to the Godhead, and
consubstantial with us according to the Manhood; in all things like unto us, without sin;
begotten before all ages of the Father according to the Godhead, and in these latter
days, for us and for our salvation, born of the Virgin Mary, the Mother of God,
according to the Manhood; one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, only begotten, to be
acknowledged in two natures, inconfusedly, unchangeably, indivisibly, inseparably; the
distinction of natures being by no means taken away by the union, but rather the
property of each nature being preserved, and concurring in one Person and one
Subsistence, not parted or divided into two persons, but one and the same Son, and
only begotten, God the Word, the Lord Jesus Christ; as the prophets from the
beginning [have declared] concerning Him, and the Lord Jesus Christ Himself has
taught us, and the Creed of the holy Fathers has handed down to us.




