Sermon Summary: The Heart of Judging
In today's sermon Pastor Kyle Pratt brings us a message titled: The Heart of Judging from Matthew 7:1-5.
"Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you. Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when there is the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye."
Pastor Kyle begins by addressing our culture's misunderstanding that judgment and compassion cannot coexist, explaining that this "judge-less-ness" mentality has infected our society and even crept into the church. He reminds us that the Bible answers why we judge others in a straightforward way: our fallen humanity. There's something fundamentally wrong with us—sin—and as human beings, we are natural "judgers" who don't need lessons in making critical evaluations of others.
Through three main points, Pastor Kyle walks us through Christ's teaching. First, he explains "A Judgment for a Judgment" (verses 1-2), showing us that Jesus isn't commanding us never to judge, but rather to be generous when we do because the same standards we use will be applied to us. He references Romans 2:1-5 to emphasize that we condemn ourselves when we judge others for things we ourselves practice. Second, he addresses our "Impaired Discernment" (verses 3-4), using Jesus' vivid illustration of trying to remove a tiny speck from someone's eye while having a load-bearing beam attached to our own eyeball—a ridiculous impossibility that shows how our own spiritual impairments prevent us from helping others effectively.
Finally, Pastor Kyle calls us to "Humble Edification" (verse 5), explaining that Jesus wants us to help one another, but only after dealing with our own sin first. He connects this to 1 John 1:6-9 and Luke 6:36-37, emphasizing that because we are recipients of undeserved forgiveness, we must respond with the same mercy toward others. The gospel must inform how, why, and when we judge others.
Pastor Kyle concludes by challenging us with a penetrating question: "Do I notice, respond, or judge out of love for others or love for myself?" He calls us not to avoid judging altogether, but to live lives that reflect Christ's love—examining our hearts first, confessing our sins humbly, and approaching others with the same grace God has shown us. Before mending broken relationships, we must first get before the Lord with humble confession and ask what logs we need to remove from our own eyes.

