
Living a Holy Life  
What is Holiness? 

Holiness is a state of being set apart for God's purposes. It signifies moral purity, 
righteousness, and complete devotion to God. The Bible calls us to be holy because God 
Himself is holy. 

Greek and Hebrew Words for Holiness 

• Hebrew: Qodesh (ׁקֹדֶש) - This word means "set apart," "sacred," or "dedicated to 
God." 

• Greek: Hagios (ἅγιος) - This word means "holy," "pure," or "consecrated." 

"But as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, 
‘You shall be holy, for I am holy.’" (1 Peter 1:15-16, ESV) 

Holiness is not just about following rules but about living in a way that reflects God’s 
character. It is about being transformed from within and aligning our lives with God’s will. 
When we walk in holiness, we become instruments of God's love, grace, and truth in a 
world that desperately needs it. 

The Importance of Holiness 

Being holy is not optional for a believer—it is a divine command. Holiness sets us apart 
as God’s people, enabling us to serve Him effectively and experience His blessings.  

"Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the 
Lord." (Hebrews 12:14, ESV) 

When we pursue holiness, we draw closer to God and reflect His light in a world filled with 
darkness. Holiness ensures that our relationship with God remains unhindered and that 
we bear fruit for His Kingdom. It also strengthens our spiritual lives, allowing us to 
overcome sin and temptation more effectively. Holiness helps us walk in true freedom, 
not bound by the chains of sin but living in the power of righteousness.  

How Can We Be Holy? 

Holiness is not something we achieve on our own; it is a work of God in us. We become 
holy by: 

1. Accepting Jesus Christ – He is our righteousness and sanctifies us through His 
blood. Salvation is the first step toward holiness, as Jesus cleanses us from our 
sins and makes us a new creation in Him. 

"For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God." (2 Corinthians 5:21, ESV) 



2. Obeying God's Word – The Scriptures guide us in the path of holiness. When we 
study and apply God’s Word, it renews our minds and transforms our actions. The 
Bible contains divine principles that lead us away from sin and closer to 
righteousness. 

"Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth." (John 17:17, ESV) 

3. Being Led by the Holy Spirit – The Spirit empowers us to live a holy life. He convicts 
us of sin, strengthens our faith, and helps us to grow in Christ-like character. 

"But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh." (Galatians 
5:16, ESV) 

4. Practicing Repentance and Forgiveness – Holiness is an ongoing process that 
requires daily self-examination and repentance. When we fall into sin, we must 
seek God's forgiveness and strive to live righteously. 

5. Engaging in Prayer and Worship – Spending time in prayer and worship deepens 
our relationship with God and keeps us focused on His holiness. Worship aligns 
our hearts with His and strengthens our desire to live according to His will.  

The Rewards of Holiness 

Living a holy life brings many rewards, both in this life and in eternity. Some of these 
include: 

• Closer Relationship with God – Holiness draws us nearer to God’s presence. When 
we live in purity and righteousness, we experience a deeper fellowship with Him 
and enjoy His guidance and peace in our lives. 

• Spiritual Power – A holy life is filled with divine strength and authority. When we 
pursue holiness, our prayers become more effective, and we operate in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

• Eternal Reward – The promise of everlasting life with God. Those who strive for 
holiness will receive the crown of life and dwell with the Lord forever.  

• Inner Peace and Joy – Holiness brings true fulfillment and peace. Unlike the 
temporary pleasures of sin, holiness leads to lasting joy and contentment.  

• A Positive Influence on Others – When we live a holy life, we become a testimony 
of God's power and love, inspiring others to seek Him. 

"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." (Matthew 5:8, ESV)  

 

 



Overcoming Challenges to Holiness 

Pursuing holiness is not easy, as we battle against sin, temptation, and the world's 
influence. However, God has given us tools to overcome: 

• Prayer – Staying connected to God for strength and guidance. Prayer helps us 
resist temptation and stay committed to God's path. 

• Accountability – Surrounding ourselves with fellow believers for encouragement. 
Being part of a faith community keeps us accountable and provides support in 
times of spiritual struggle. 

• Repentance – Turning away from sin and seeking God’s forgiveness. Daily 
repentance helps us remain in right standing with God and grow in holiness.  

• Guarding Our Hearts and Minds – We must be cautious about what we expose 
ourselves to, ensuring that we do not allow unholy influences to corrupt us.  

• Fasting and Self-Discipline – Fasting helps us overcome the desires of the flesh 
and grow in spiritual strength. 

List of Scriptures on Holiness 

Leviticus 11:44-45 - "For I am the Lord your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and 
be holy, for I am holy. You shall not defile yourselves with any swarming thing that crawls 
on the ground. For I am the Lord who brought you up out of the land of Egypt to be your 
God. You shall therefore be holy, for I am holy." 

Leviticus 19:2 - "Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them, You 
shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy." 

Leviticus 20:26 - "You shall be holy to me, for I the Lord am holy and have separated you 
from the peoples, that you should be mine." 

Isaiah 35:8 - "And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the 
unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if they 
are fools, they shall not go astray." 

Matthew 5:48 - "You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect." 

Romans 6:22 - "But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of 
God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life." 

1 Corinthians 1:30 - "And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us 
wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption." 

 



2 Corinthians 7:1 - "Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from 
every defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God." 

 

Ephesians 1:4 - "Even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and blameless before him. In love." 

 

Ephesians 5:27 - "So that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot 
or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish." 

 

Colossians 3:12 - "Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience." 

1 Thessalonians 4:3-7 - "For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain 
from sexual immorality; that each one of you know how to control his own body in 
holiness and honour, not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God; 
that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an 
avenger in all these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. For God 
has not called us for impurity, but in holiness." 

2 Timothy 1:9 - "Who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works 
but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the 
ages began." 

Titus 2:11-12 - "For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 
training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 
upright, and godly lives in the present age." 

Hebrews 12:10 - "For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but 
he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness." 

1 Peter 1:15-16 - "But as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 
since it is written, 'You shall be holy, for I am holy.'" 

2 Peter 3:11 - "Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought 
you to be in lives of holiness and godliness." 

Revelation 22:11 - "Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the 
righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy." 

  



A Call to Holiness 

God’s call to holiness is a call to live a life dedicated to Him. It requires commitment, but 
it is the only way to truly experience the fullness of His love and power. Holiness is not 
about legalism or self-righteousness; it is about surrendering to God and allowing Him to 
transform us from the inside out. 

"Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement 
of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God." (2 Corinthians 7:1, 
ESV) 

Holiness is not a burden but a blessing. Let us pursue it with joy, knowing that in doing so, 
we reflect the very nature of God and fulfill our purpose in Him. As we walk in holiness, 
we will not only grow spiritually but also impact the world around us, bringing glory to God 
in all we do. 

 


