
Dover Daily Devotions
In this week’s sermon, we talked about the Parable of the Lost Son from Luke 15 in this week's 

sermon. The parable teaches us about forgiveness, reconciliation, and God's endless grace. The 

story tells of two brothers and their di�erent reactions to their father. The younger son wasted 

his inheritance and hit rock bottom, but then he realized his mistake and returned to his father, 

who welcomed him with open arms. The older brother, however, felt resentful and self-righteous, 

even though he was physically closer to his father. This part of the story teaches us to avoid 

legalism and embrace grace and forgiveness. The parable encourages us to reflect on our 

spiritual journey and recognize our need for God's grace in all aspects of our lives. It's a 

reminder that when we return to God, we're met with unconditional love and joy. Let's celebrate 

the joy of returning to God and extend His love and grace to others.

Monday: The Father's Heart

Scripture: 

Luke 15:1-32

Devotional:

The Parable of the Lost Son in Luke 15 is a powerful story that depicts the heart of God for His 

lost children and God's joy over the repentance and return of a lost sinner. It is a part of a trilogy, 

which includes the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin, each of which emphasizes God's boundless joy 

in finding what was lost.

The parable tells the story of a father and his two sons. The younger son asks for his inheritance 

and leaves his father's house to squander it all on reckless living. After losing everything, he 

returns home, repentant and humbled, hoping to be taken back as a servant. Instead, his father 

runs to him, embraces him, and orders a feast to celebrate his return.
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The father's joy in the parable represents God's joy when a lost sinner repents and returns to 

Him. The story shows that no matter how far we may wander, God is always ready to welcome us 

back with open arms. The parable also highlights the core of the Gospel: the relentless pursuit of 

God for His children and the celebration upon their return.

The Parable of the Lost Son is a beautiful illustration of God's love, forgiveness, and grace 

towards His children. It is a reminder that no matter how lost we may feel, we can always turn to 

Him and find the joy and peace that comes with being in His presence.

Discussion and Reflection Questions:

  1. How do you see yourself in the context of this parable?

  2. What does this parable teach you about God's character?

  3. How can you mirror this kind of unconditional love in your life?

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, thank You for revealing Your heart through this parable. Help me to understand 

and embrace Your unfailing love and joy over every returning sinner. Teach me to extend this 

same unconditional love and grace to others. Amen.

Tuesday: The Prodigal's Rebellion

Scripture: 

Luke 15:11-13

Devotional:

The story of the prodigal son leaving his father's house, as told in Luke 15:11-13, represents our 

own spiritual rebellion. The son's decision to demand his inheritance and leave symbolizes a 

deeper rebellion that many of us experience in our spiritual lives. We often stray from God's 

path, seeking satisfaction and fulfillment in material possessions, status, or worldly experiences. 

This is like turning our backs on God's guidance and protection. The son's actions represent a 

break from his father's values, love, and security. Similarly, in our lives, we might turn away from 

God's teachings and love, to pursue our own desires.

This passage shows us what can happen when we turn away from God's love and provisions. The 

prodigal son learned that seeking worldly pleasures and independence led him to emptiness and 



despair. When we distance ourselves from God, we might feel the excitement of worldly 

pursuits, but it often leads to spiritual emptiness and disconnection from true fulfillment and 

joy. This story reminds us that true happiness is found in the love and grace of God, not in the 

temporary allure of the world. It invites us to reflect on our own choices and reconsider our 

paths. We should turn back to God, recognizing that His forgiveness and love are always 

extended to us, even in our rebellion.

Discussion and Reflection Questions:

  1. In what ways have you sought independence from God's will?

  2. How has pursuing worldly pleasures a�ected your spiritual life?

  3. What steps can you take to realign with God’s purpose for you?

Prayer:

Lord, forgive me for the times I have turned away from You, seeking fulfillment in the world. 

Guide me back to Your path and help me to find true satisfaction in Your love. Amen.

Wednesday: Recognizing Our Lostness

Scripture: 

Luke 15:17

Devotional:

The parable of the lost son is the story of a young man who realizes that he needs his father in 

his life. But this story is not just limited to a son and father relationship, it extends to our 

relationship with God. We often try to find happiness in worldly things and forget that without 

God, we feel empty and incomplete. It is important to acknowledge that we need God's help to 

feel complete and to live a meaningful life.

We must understand that we often go astray from God's path and it is essential to recognize our 

mistakes. We need to acknowledge our weaknesses and limitations and understand that we can't 

do everything on our own. Only when we recognize this fact can we turn to God for help and 

guidance.

When we accept God's love and guidance, we open our hearts to God and begin to experience 

true happiness and fulfillment. We must trust in God's plan for us and let Him take control of our 



lives. When we realize how much we need God, it strengthens our relationship with Him, and we 

begin to feel His love and presence in our everyday lives.

Discussion or Reflection Questions:

  1. Have you experienced a moment of spiritual awakening?

  2. How has this realization changed your relationship with God?

  3. In what ways can you actively seek God's presence in your life?

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, help me to recognize my own spiritual need for You. Guide me in my journey 

back to Your loving embrace. Strengthen my faith and deepen my reliance on You. Amen.

Thursday: The Father's Unconditional Love

Scripture: 

Luke 15:20

Devotional:

When the father in the parable welcomes his son back with open arms, it shows how God loves us 

unconditionally, regardless of our past mistakes. This means that God doesn't hold grudges or 

judge us for our past wrongdoings. Instead, He celebrates our return to Him. This is a powerful 

reminder for anyone who feels weighed down by their faults and failures. It shows that God's 

love doesn't depend on what we've done or what we will do in the future. It's a constant force 

that is always there, waiting for us to return to Him.

This idea of unconditional love is a central belief in Christianity and brings a lot of comfort and 

hope. It means that we don't have to be perfect or earn God's love through good deeds. Instead, 

we can come to Him just as we are and accept His grace. Grace means that God forgives us even 

when we don't deserve it. TWe too can embrace this concept of grace and let go of our guilt. It 

can be a freeing experience to know that we are loved unconditionally by God.

As we think about this message, let's remember to extend the same grace and forgiveness to 

others. This is what it means to be a Christian: to spread God's love and grace to those around 

us. When we do this, we deepen our relationship with God and embody the principles of love 

and grace in our communities.



Reflection Questions:

1. How does the father’s response in the parable shape your understanding of God's 

unconditional love?

2. What does it mean to you that God welcomes you back regardless of your past?

3. How can you demonstrate this kind of unconditional love in your own relationships?

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your unconditional love and grace. Help me to fully grasp the 

depth of Your love and to extend it to others in my life. May I always remember that no matter 

how far I stray, Your arms are always open for my return. Amen.

Friday: The Joy of Being Found

Scripture: 

Luke 15:24

Devotional:

The story of the lost son's return reminds us of the joy of being found and restored. The father's 

reaction is especially noteworthy. Instead of just being relieved, he celebrates with uncontained 

joy. The father's actions represent God's immense love for His children: running to meet his son 

and organizing a grand celebration for his return. It teaches us a valuable lesson about the 

nature of divine love, which is patient, enduring, and always hopeful for our return. 

The story of the father's joy and celebration in the Christian faith emphasizes the importance of 

communal forgiveness and restoration. The rejoicing is not just a private a�air, but involves the 

whole household, representing the wider community of believers. It signifies that each 

individual's reconciliation with God is a cause for collective joy and celebration within the 

Christian community. Our spiritual journeys are interconnected, and our redemption is not just a 

personal triumph but a communal victory. As Christians, we are reminded to not only seek 

personal reconciliation with God but also to actively celebrate and support the restoration of 

others within our faith community.

Reflection Questions:

1. How does knowing God rejoices in your return a�ect your view of repentance?



2. In what ways can you celebrate and acknowledge God’s forgiveness in your life?

3. How can you share the joy of being found in Christ with others?

Prayer:

Dear Lord, thank You for the joy that comes with being found and restored in Your presence. 

Help me to live in the fullness of Your forgiveness and to share the joy of Your salvation with 

others. Amen.

Saturday: The Elder Brother’s Heart

Scripture: 

Luke 15:25-32

Devotional:

In the latter part of the Parable of the Lost Son, we encounter the elder brother, whose response 

to his brother's return is marked by resentment and a lack of grace. This reaction provides a 

stark contrast to the father's joyous and forgiving welcome. The elder brother, despite his 

outward obedience and proximity to the father, harbors a heart distant from the father’s grace 

and compassion. His inability to rejoice in his brother's return sheds light on the subtlety of self-

righteousness and the danger of a graceless heart. This narrative invites us to examine our own 

reactions to the redemption of others. Do we share in the father's joy, or do we find ourselves 

aligning with the elder brother, begrudging the grace extended to others? This part of the 

parable serves as a mirror, reflecting our own need to understand and embrace the depth of 

God's grace, not just for ourselves, but for all.

Reflection Questions

1. Can you recall a time when you resonated more with the elder brother's attitude than the 

father's?

2. What does the elder brother's response teach you about grace and forgiveness?

3. How can you cultivate a heart that rejoices in the redemption and forgiveness of others?

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, help me to understand the depth of Your grace and to extend it to others as 

freely as You have given it to me. Forgive me for the times I have harbored resentment like the 



elder brother. Teach me to rejoice in the restoration and redemption of my brothers and sisters, 

reflecting Your heart of unconditional love and forgiveness. In Jesus' name, Amen.


