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On Sunday we considered how the Lord gave Solomon rest after David’s long season of 
war, and how that peace was not given for drift but for building. We saw that the temple 
was prepared with order, patience, reverence, and beauty because God was preparing a 
dwelling place among his people. Yet all of it pointed beyond Solomon to Christ, the true 
temple, sacrifice, priest, and builder, who is now making his people into a dwelling place 
for God by the Spirit and preparing them for the feast to come.

Monday: Peace Given for 
Building
Scripture Reading: 

1 Kings 5:1–5

Devotional

Peace is not empty time. It is not merely the absence of trouble. In Solomon’s day, peace 
was a gift from God, given after years of struggle, sorrow, and bloodshed under David. 
Solomon could build because another had fought before him.

This teaches us to receive calm seasons with gratitude and sobriety. We often assume 
that rest is ours to spend however we wish. But when the Lord gives stability, time, 
health, quiet, or open ground, he gives it as mercy. Peace is not permission to drift. 
Peace is consecrated time.

Christ has given us a deeper peace than Solomon knew. By his blood, he has reconciled 
us to God. We do not build in order to earn that peace. We build because peace has 
already been given. Prayer, worship, service, repentance, and love are not frantic 



attempts to secure God’s favor. They are the fruit of grace.

So when the Lord gives you a quieter season, do not despise it and do not waste it. Build 
habits that will hold when sorrow comes again. Build your home around the Word. Build 
friendships in the church. Build in peace because Christ has made peace.

Questions for Reflection

Where has God given me some measure of peace, stability, or opportunity in this 
season?
Am I treating that peace as a gift to steward or as permission to drift?
What one habit of prayer, worship, or love needs to be built while there is still room 
to build?

Prayer

Father, thank you for every mercy I have inherited from your hand. Forgive me for 
wasting seasons of peace as though they belonged to me. Teach me to receive rest as a 
holy gift, not as an excuse for spiritual sleep. Help me build what is good, lasting, and 
faithful in the strength Christ gives. Amen.

Tuesday: Others Have 
Labored
Scripture Reading: 

John 4:35–38

Devotinal

None of us begins from nothing. We enter fields where others have prayed, labored, 
suffered, taught, and wept before us. Solomon inherited a peace he did not win by his 
own hand. David could not build the temple, but he could prepare for it. His faithfulness 
became Solomon’s opportunity.

This is one of the quiet mercies of God. His kindness often reaches beyond one lifetime. 



The prayers of parents, the sacrifices of saints, the faithfulness of pastors, teachers, and 
friends may bear fruit long after they are gone. We are not as self-made as we imagine. 
We have entered into the labor of others.

This should humble us, but it should also encourage us. Hidden faithfulness is not 
wasted. The lesson taught today may steady someone years from now. The prayer 
offered in secret may be answered in another generation. The sacrifice that feels small 
may become part of a foundation someone else stands upon.

Christ himself is the great laborer into whose work we enter. He has accomplished what 
we could never begin. He lived, died, rose, and reigns. We do not lay the foundation of 
salvation. We stand upon it by grace.

Questions for Reflection

Whose prayers, sacrifices, or teaching has God used to bring me where I am today?
Where am I tempted to forget that I have inherited mercies I did not earn?
What hidden act of faithfulness might God be calling me to offer for the good of 
others?

Prayer

Lord God, thank you for the saints whose faithfulness has blessed my life. Keep me from 
pride, as though I stood by my own wisdom or strength. Make me faithful in small and 
hidden things, trusting that you see more than I can see. Above all, teach me to rest on 
the finished work of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Wednesday: Costly Stones 
Beneath the Surface
Scripture Reading: 

1 Kings 6:1–13

Devotional



The temple was not thrown together in haste. It was built with order, care, and patience. 
Even the hidden stones mattered. Great costly stones were placed beneath the surface 
where few would ever see them, but without them the visible beauty above could not 
stand.

Much of the Christian life is like that. Secret prayer. Quiet repentance. Ordinary 
obedience. A guarded tongue. A forgiven offense. A temptation resisted when no one is 
watching. These are not small things before God. They are foundation stones.

We often want visible fruit without hidden formation. But the Lord builds deeply before 
he builds publicly. He is not hurried. He does not shape his people by noise and panic, 
but by Word, Spirit, providence, correction, and grace. What he builds beneath the 
surface is often what keeps us standing when pressure comes.

Christ sees the hidden life of his people. He does not despise quiet faithfulness. He is 
the cornerstone, and every true work of grace is joined to him. Your unseen obedience is 
not the foundation of your acceptance with God, but it is the fruit of being built upon 
Christ.

Questions for Reflection

What part of my life beneath the surface needs the Lord’s patient rebuilding?
Am I more concerned with appearing faithful than being faithful before God?
What hidden obedience is Christ calling me to practice today?

Prayer

Lord, you see what others do not see. Forgive me for neglecting the hidden places of my 
life while caring too much about outward appearance. Build in me what is steady, clean, 
patient, and true. Keep me near Christ, the cornerstone of my salvation and hope. Amen.

Thursday: Reverence in the 
Work
Scripture Reading 

1 Kings 6:7



Devotional

The temple was built with remarkable reverence. Scripture tells us that no hammer, axe, 
or iron tool was heard in the house while it was being built. Even the sound of the work 
was shaped by holiness. God cared not only about what was built, but how it was built.

That is a needed word for us. We can do religious things in a restless, careless, or self-
important spirit. We can serve without prayer, speak without humility, and work without 
reverence. But the Lord is not honored by frantic activity that forgets his presence.

Faithfulness does not need to be loud in order to be real. The church is not built by 
human panic, cleverness, or force of personality. Christ builds his church through his 
Word, by his Spirit, with ordinary means and patient grace. He calls us to serve with 
clean hands, quiet hearts, and reverent trust.

This does not make us passive. It makes us careful. We labor because Christ is worthy. 
We serve because grace has claimed us. We build, but we remember that unless the Lord 
builds the house, our labor is in vain.

Questions for Reflection

Where has my service to God become hurried, anxious, or careless?
Do the people closest to me see reverence in the way I speak, work, and serve?
What would it look like to labor faithfully without forgetting God’s presence?

Prayer

Holy Father, forgive me for doing your work in a spirit that forgets you. Quiet my restless 
heart and teach me reverence. Help me serve with humility, patience, and joy. Let my 
labor flow from the grace of Christ and not from pride or fear. Amen.

Friday: Hear in Heaven
Scripture Reading: 

1 Kings 8:22–53

Devotional:



When the glory of the Lord filled the temple, Solomon did not pretend that Israel’s 
troubles were over. He prayed about sin, defeat, drought, famine, sickness, exile, and 
need. The temple was full of glory, but the people were still sinners living in a broken 
world.

This is a mercy. God’s presence among his people does not mean they will never suffer 
or stumble. It means they have a Lord who hears. Again and again, Solomon prays that 
when the people return, confess, and cry out, God would hear in heaven and forgive.

We need that same mercy. We do not come to God because we are clean enough, strong 
enough, or steady enough. We come because Christ has opened the way. He is the true 
temple where God meets sinners. He is the true sacrifice whose blood cleanses. He is the 
true priest who intercedes for us.

So repentance is not despair. Confession is not the end of hope. When you return to the 
Lord through Christ, you are not walking toward a locked door. You are coming to the 
Father who hears, forgives, restores, and receives his children.

Questions for Reflection

What sin or burden have I been slow to bring honestly before the Lord?
Do I believe God is more willing to hear me in Christ than I am to pray?
Where do I need to return to the Lord with confession and renewed trust?

Prayer

Merciful God, hear me in heaven because Christ has opened the way. Forgive my sin and 
cleanse me by his blood. Keep me from hiding in shame or pretending I have no need. 
Teach me to return quickly, honestly, and hopefully to you. Amen.

Saturday: Between 
Foundation and Feast
Scripture Reading: 

Ephesians 2:18–22



Devotional:

The temple pointed beyond itself. Solomon built with cedar, stone, and gold, but Christ 
is building with living stones. Through him, sinners are brought near to the Father by the 
Spirit and joined together into a dwelling place for God.

This means we must not think lightly of the church. The church may look ordinary, weak, 
and unfinished, but Christ is at work in her. Every conversion is another stone set in 
place by grace. Every repentance bears the mark of his hand. Every act of love, every 
gathered worship service, every prayer, every word of encouragement belongs to the 
work he has promised to finish.

We live between foundation and feast. The foundation has been laid in the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Spirit has been poured out. God already dwells with his 
people. Yet the final glory is still ahead.

One day the last stone will be set. The whole house will shine with the glory of God. The 
hidden obedience, patient suffering, quiet prayers, and faithful labor of Christ’s people 
will not seem wasted for a moment. The builder will finish his house, and the feast will 
begin.

Questions for Reflection

Do I view the local church as something ordinary to consume or as Christ’s temple 
in the making?
Where do I need hope that Christ is still building, even when the work looks slow?
How can gathered worship become for me a truer foretaste of the feast to come?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, you are the builder of your church and the cornerstone of our hope. Forgive 
me for thinking lightly of what you love. Strengthen my faith when the work seems slow, 
hidden, or unfinished. Keep me faithful until the day your house is complete and your 
people rejoice at the feast. Amen.


