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On Sunday we looked at 1 Kings 9 and 10, where the Lord speaks to Solomon 
after the temple is finished, comforting him with covenant nearness and warning 
him against a divided heart. We saw that blessing can become dangerous when it 
makes us careless, that success can hide the beginnings of spiritual drift, and 
that Solomon’s fading glory points us beyond himself to Jesus Christ, the greater 
King whose wisdom, kingdom, and gospel are greater than gold.

Monday: When God Speaks 
After Success
Scripture Reading: 

1 Kings 9:1–3

Devotional:

God came to Solomon after the work was finished. The temple was built. The 
palace was complete. The people had feasted. The glory of the Lord had filled 
the house. From the outside, everything looked settled and strong.

That is when the Lord spoke again. He did not come only in the hardship, the 
uncertainty, or the beginning of the task. He came after the success, when 
Solomon might have been tempted to think the danger had passed. God’s mercy 
meets us not only when we are weak, but also when we are strong enough to 
forget that we are still needy.



The Lord’s first word was comfort. “I have heard your prayer.” God had seen. God 
had listened. God had set His name upon the house. His eyes and heart would be 
there. This is the kindness of our covenant God. He is not distant from His 
people. He draws near, not because we have earned His presence, but because 
He has bound Himself to us in mercy.

In Christ, this mercy comes nearer still. God has not merely set His name on a 
building. He has given us His Son. Through Jesus, our prayers are heard, our sins 
are covered, and our fellowship with God is secured. Success may tempt us to 
forget Him, but grace calls us back to the One whose eyes and heart are upon His 
people.

Reflection Questions

1.  When life is going well, do you become more prayerful or less prayerful?
2.  What recent blessing needs to be received again with gratitude rather than 

assumed as ordinary?
3.  Where do you need to hear God’s comforting word, “I have heard your 

prayer”?

Prayer

Father, thank You for hearing the prayers of Your people. Forgive us for forgetting 
You when life feels settled and strong. Teach us to receive blessing with humility 
and not with presumption. Keep our hearts near to Christ, who brings us into 
Your presence. Let Your mercy make us watchful, grateful, and faithful. Amen.

Tuesday: The Warning That 
Comes from Love
Scripture Reading: 

1 Kings 9:4–9

Devotional:



The same God who comforted Solomon also warned him. The Lord promised 
blessing for covenant faithfulness, but He also warned of judgment if Solomon 
and his children turned aside to other gods. The voice of God was tender, but it 
was not soft about sin.

We often misunderstand warnings. We hear them as threats, interruptions, or 
unwanted severity. But a father who never warns his child is not kind. A shepherd 
who stays quiet while the sheep drift toward a cliff is not loving. God warns 
because He loves what belongs to Him.

The Lord was teaching Solomon that visible blessing does not excuse a divided 
heart. The temple was holy, but Solomon still needed to walk before God. The 
kingdom was strong, but Solomon still needed obedience. The gifts of God were 
abundant, but they were never permission to wander away from the Giver.

Christ receives the full weight of judgment for His people, but He does not make 
sin harmless. He saves us from sin, not so we may make peace with it, but so we 
may walk in newness of life. His grace does not silence God’s warnings. It teaches 
us to hear them as mercy.

Reflection Questions

1.  Is there any warning from Scripture that you have been treating lightly?
2.  Where are you tempted to confuse outward blessing with inward 

faithfulness?
3.  How might God’s correction be preserving your soul rather than burdening 

it?

Prayer

Holy Father, You are gracious and true. Forgive us for wanting comfort without 
correction and blessing without obedience. Teach us to hear Your warnings as 
the voice of a loving Father. Thank You that Christ bore judgment for us and now 
leads us in the way of life. Keep us from divided hearts and wandering steps. 
Amen.

Wednesday: Keeping Watch 



Over the Heart
Scripture Reading: 

Proverbs 4:20–27

Devotional:

Solomon’s kingdom looked strong. The buildings stood. The gold arrived. The 
nation prospered. Yet beneath the visible strength, Scripture begins to show the 
danger of a heart that may be drifting.

This is one of the great dangers of prosperity. Trouble often sends us to our 
knees, but ease can make us sleepy. When the pressure lifts, vigilance can fade. 
We begin to think we are safe because life is stable, when really we are safe only 
because God is merciful.

The Lord tells us, “Keep your heart with all vigilance.” Not casually. Not 
occasionally. With all vigilance. The heart is not a small matter. From it flow the 
springs of life. A man may be productive and drifting. A home may be orderly and 
spiritually thin. A church may be busy and still need to return to prayer.

Christ does not call us to morbid self-examination, but to honest watchfulness 
under grace. We look at our hearts because He already knows them. We confess 
sin because He is faithful and just to forgive. We keep watch because our souls 
are precious, and because the Shepherd who guards us has laid down His life for 
the sheep.

Reflection Questions

1.  What part of your life looks strong outwardly but needs renewed attention 
before God?

2.  Has comfort made you slower to pray, repent, or listen to Scripture?
3.  What ordinary habit would help you keep watch over your heart this week?

Prayer

Lord God, You see the heart more clearly than we do. Search us and show us 



where we have grown careless. Deliver us from the sleepiness that can come with 
comfort. Thank You for Jesus, our Shepherd, who watches over us with perfect 
mercy. Give us humble vigilance and steady faith. Amen.

Thursday: When Good Gifts 
Become Snares
Scripture Reading: 

Deuteronomy 17:14–20

Devtional:

Long before Solomon’s reign, God warned Israel’s kings not to multiply horses, 
wives, or silver and gold. Power, pleasure, and wealth were not to become the 
foundation of the kingdom. The king was to fear the Lord, keep the Word near, 
and remember that he was not above his brothers.

Solomon received real gifts from God. His wisdom was real. His wealth was real. 
His influence was real. But even real gifts can become snares when the heart asks 
them to do what only God can do. Gold is a poor god. Success is a poor 
shepherd. Human strength cannot bear the weight of first love.

This is why gratitude must be joined with fear of the Lord. We may receive God’s 
gifts with joy, but we must hold them with open hands. Money, health, influence, 
children, peace, work, and time are all entrusted to us. They are not ultimate. 
They are loans from the hand of God.

Christ teaches us how to hold all things rightly. Though He was rich, yet for our 
sake He became poor. He did not grasp at glory, but humbled Himself for sinners. 
His kingdom is not built by anxious accumulation, but by self-giving love, holy 
obedience, and resurrection power.

Reflection Questions

1.  Which gift from God are you most tempted to treat as security?



2.  Where has abundance made obedience feel less urgent?
3.  How can you use what God has entrusted to you for mercy, hospitality, 

mission, or worship?

Prayer

Father, every good gift comes from Your hand. Forgive us for turning Your gifts 
into idols and Your loans into lords. Teach us to receive with gratitude and 
release with trust. Make us more like Christ, who gave Himself for us. Use what 
You have entrusted to us for Your glory and the good of others. Amen.

Friday: The Half Was Not Told 
Me
Scripture Reading: 

1 Kings 10:1–13

Devotional:

The Queen of Sheba came from far away to hear the wisdom of Solomon. She 
brought hard questions, and Solomon answered her. She saw his house, his table, 
his servants, the order of his court, and the worship connected to the house of 
the Lord. The text says there was no more breath in her.

Her response is striking. She blesses the Lord. She sees Solomon’s wisdom and 
glory, but she understands that the kingdom’s beauty is meant to point beyond 
the king to the God who loved Israel. Royal power was given for justice and 
righteousness. Greatness was meant to serve goodness.

There is a lesson here for ordinary Christian life. A faithful home, a healthy 
church, honest work, quiet hospitality, and steady obedience should bear 
witness to the Lord. We are not the light, but we are called to bear witness to the 
Light. God’s grace should make something visible in us.

Yet Solomon’s glory was not enough. The shine would fade. The kingdom would 



crack. The wisdom that amazed the queen could not save Solomon from a 
divided heart. This moment is beautiful, but it is not final. It makes us long for a 
King whose glory does not decay and whose wisdom does not fail.

Reflection Questions

1.  What does your home, work, speech, or worship currently say about the 
Lord?

2.  Where do you need God’s wisdom to make righteousness more visible in your 
life?

3.  Are you more concerned with appearing impressive or bearing faithful 
witness to Christ?

Prayer

Lord, make our lives a true witness to Your goodness. Let our homes, our church, 
and our ordinary obedience speak well of Your name. Forgive us for wanting 
attention more than faithfulness. Thank You for Christ, whose glory does not 
fade and whose wisdom never fails. May others see Your mercy at work in us. 
Amen.

Saturday: Greater Than 
Solomon
Scripture Reading: 

Matthew 12:38–42

Devtional: 

Jesus said that the Queen of the South came from the ends of the earth to hear 
Solomon’s wisdom, and then He declared, “Something greater than Solomon is 
here.” That sentence gathers up the whole story. Solomon was glorious, but 
Christ is greater.



Solomon had wisdom. Christ is wisdom itself. Solomon built a temple. Christ is 
the true temple, God dwelling with us in the flesh. Solomon sat on a throne of 
ivory and gold. Christ wore a crown of thorns and gave Himself for sinners. 
Solomon’s kingdom cracked, but Christ’s kingdom cannot be shaken.

This is where every blessing and every warning must lead us. We must not put 
our final hope in visible strength, fruitful seasons, stable homes, healthy 
churches, or personal wisdom. These may be real gifts from God, but none of 
them can save. Christ alone can bear the full weight of our trust.

So come again to Him. If you are weary, come to Christ. If you are proud, bow 
before Christ. If blessing has made you careless, repent before Christ. If you have 
built much and prayed little, return to Christ. His gospel is greater than gold, and 
His mercy is stronger than all our drifting.

Reflection Questions

1.  Where have you been placing hope in something good that cannot finally 
save you?

2.  What would repentance look like if you truly believed Christ is greater than 
every earthly glory?

3.  How can you keep Christ first in the blessings and responsibilities He has 
entrusted to you?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, You are greater than Solomon. You are our wisdom, our 
righteousness, our Savior, and our King. Forgive us for trusting in fading glory and 
visible strength. Draw our hearts back to Your finished work and unshakable 
kingdom. Keep us near to You in weakness and in blessing. Amen.


