On Sunday we considered 1 Kings 12 and the tragedy of Rehoboam, the king who
would not hear. At Shechem, where Israel had once renewed covenant
faithfulness, Rehoboam was given a moment to rule beneath God’s Word with
humility and mercy, but he chose pride, harsh speech, and foolish counsel. We
saw that sin remains truly guilty, yet the Lord remains truly sovereign, ruling even
through human folly to fulfill His purposes. Above all, we looked from Rehoboam
to Christ, the true Son of David, who does not add to our yoke but gives rest to
weary sinners through His finished work.

Monday: A King Under the Word

Scripture Reading: Deuteronomy 17:18-20

A king in Israel was never meant to be an untethered man. He was not free to
invent his own wisdom, define his own righteousness, or rule by the strength of
his own desires. God commanded that the king write a copy of the law, keep it
with him, and read it all the days of his life.

This was not mere ceremony. The Word of God was meant to bend the king’s
heart low. It was given so “that his heart may not be lifted up above his brothers.”
Authority is dangerous when it forgets it is borrowed. Power becomes cruel when
itis severed from the fear of the Lord.

Rehoboam stood at Shechem with a crown before him, but the greater question
was whether he would stand beneath the Word. He did not. He treated the
throne as permission to assert himself rather than as a stewardship before God.

Christ is the true King because He is the perfectly obedient Son. He never lifted
His heart above His brothers. Though Lord of all, He humbled Himself, took the
form of a servant, and obeyed His Father unto death. In Him, we see authority



made holy, power made gentle, and rule made merciful.
Reflection Questions

1. Where has God given you influence, and are you treating it as stewardship
before Him?

2. When are you most tempted to lift your heart above others rather than serve
them?

3. How does Christ’s humble obedience correct your view of strength and
authority?

Prayer

Father, teach us to live beneath Your Word. Keep our hearts from pride when You
entrust us with responsibility. Forgive us for the times we have used influence to
protect ourselves rather than serve others. Make us more like Christ, who
humbled Himself for our salvation. Rule us by Your truth and form in us a quiet
fear of Your name. Amen.

Tuesday: The Mercy of a Soft Answer

Scripture Reading: Proverbs 15:1

There are moments when one word can steady a room, heal a wound, or turn
away wrath. There are also moments when one harsh reply can open old griefs
and make division nearly impossible to mend. Scripture does not treat speech as
a small matter. Words carry the weight of the heart.

Israel came to Rehoboam weary. They did not begin with rebellion. They asked
for relief. “Lighten the hard service of your father and his heavy yoke on us, and
we will serve you.” A gracious answer could have strengthened the kingdom. A
merciful reply could have honored God and comforted His people.

But pride hears mercy as weakness. Rehoboam thought gentleness would make
him small. So he sharpened his words and made his throne a place of threat. His
speech did not create peace. It stirred up anger.

Jesus speaks differently to weary people. He does not crush the bruised reed. He
does not despise the faint cry. His words are truth, but they are never cruel. Even
when He rebukes, He does so as the Savior who came to seek and save the lost.



Reflection Questions

1. Where do your words most often become harsh: at home, at church, at work,
or in conflict?

2. What fear lies beneath your sharp replies?

3. Who needs a soft answer from you this week, spoken in the spirit of Christ?

Prayer

Lord, set a guard over our mouths. Forgive us for the careless and cutting words
we have spoken. Teach us the strength of gentleness and the mercy of a soft
answer. Let the speech of Christ shape our speech, especially when we are tired,
afraid, or wounded. May our words become instruments of peace rather than
weapons of pride. Amen.

Wednesday:The Weakness of Cruelty
Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 12:6-15

Rehoboam asked for counsel, but he did not want wisdom. The elders told him to
serve the people, speak good words to them, and win their hearts. Their counsel
was not sentimental. It was deeply wise. A ruler who serves faithfully strengthens
what he has been given.

The younger men told him what his pride wanted to hear. They urged him to
sound strong, threaten harder, and make himself feared. So Rehoboam answered
the people with cruelty. He mistook severity for strength and intimidation for
authority.

But cruelty is not strength. It is often fear wearing armor. A harsh man may look
powerful for a moment, but his harshness reveals a soul that cannot rest. He
must make others tremble because he is not governed by the peace of God.

Christ shows us a better strength. He possessed all authority in heaven and on
earth, yet He washed His disciples’ feet. He could command legions of angels, yet
He gave Himself over for sinners. His gentleness is not weakness. It is holy
strength under perfect control.

Reflection Questions



1. When do you confuse harshness with strength?

2. Arethere people who experience your fear or frustration as pressure,
coldness, or anger?

3. How does the servant-hearted strength of Jesus call you to repent?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, You are strong and gentle, mighty and lowly. Forgive us for the times
we have tried to protect ourselves through harshness. Expose the fear and pride
beneath our cruelty. Teach us to serve without resentment and lead without
intimidation. Make Your humility beautiful to us. Amen.

Thursday: When God Holds the Thread

Scripture Reading: Acts 2:22-24

The division of Israel was not an accident outside the rule of God. Scripture says
Rehoboam did not listen to the people because “it was a turn of affairs brought
about by the Lord.” Yet this does not excuse Rehoboam. He sinned freely. He
chose folly. He was responsible for his pride.

Here we must hold together what Scripture holds together. Human sin is real
guilt. Divine sovereignty is real rule. God does not tempt men to evil, and He is
never stained by their sin. Yet He is never helpless before it.

We see this most clearly at the cross. Wicked men crucified Jesus. Their hands
were lawless. Their guilt was true. Yet Christ was delivered up according to the
definite plan and foreknowledge of God. At Calvary, human evil did its worst, and
God accomplished our salvation.

This truth steadies the Christian soul. When life unravels, God has not lost the
thread. When sin leaves ruins behind, God is still Lord in the ruins. We repent
where we have sinned, and we rest where we cannot understand.

Reflection Questions

1. Where are you tempted to think God has lost control?
2. What sin or failure do you need to confess without excuse?
3. What burden do you need to entrust to the Lord’s wise and sovereign hand?



Prayer

Sovereign Lord, You rule with perfect wisdom. We confess that we often cannot
see what You are doing. Forgive us for our sins, and keep us from blaming You for
our disobedience. Teach us to rest in Your providence without becoming passive
or careless. Thank You that at the cross You turned evil to salvation for Your
people. Amen.

Friday: The King Who Gives Rest

Scripture Reading: Matthew 11:28-30

Rehoboam said, “l will add to your yoke.” Jesus says, “Come to me, all who labor
and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.” The contrast could not be clearer.
One king burdens the weary. The other receives them.

Christ does not call burdened sinners to prove themselves before He welcomes
them. He calls them to Himself. He does not promise a life without obedience,
but He gives a yoke that is easy and a burden that is light because He bears the
weight of our salvation Himself.

This is good news for tired Christians. The Lord Jesus is not like the proud rulers
of this world. He is gentle and lowly in heart. He does not despise the weak. He
does not turn away the worn down. He gives rest to souls that can find rest
nowhere else.

We come to Him by faith, not with our strength in our hands, but with our need.
His finished work is enough. His mercy is deep enough. His heart is lowly enough
for sinners like us.

Reflection Questions

1. What heavy yoke are you trying to carry in your own strength?

2. Do you believe Christ is gentle toward you when you come to Him honestly?

3. How would resting in Christ’s finished work change the way you face this
day?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, we come to You weary and needy. We confess that we often carry



burdens You never commanded us to bear alone. Thank You for Your gentle and
lowly heart. Give rest to our souls through the assurance of Your finished work.
Teach us to walk with You in faith, obedience, and peace. Amen.

Saturday: From Shechem to Calvary

Scripture Reading: Ephesians 2:13-18

At Shechem, the kingdom fractured. Pride spoke, bitterness answered, and
brothers were divided from brothers. The wound in Israel was deep, and no
merely human king could heal it. Rehoboam'’s folly exposed the need for a better
Son of David.

Christ came to heal what sin has torn apart. By His cross, He breaks down
dividing walls and makes peace. He does not preserve His people by threatening
them. He gathers them by bleeding for them. He does not demand that the
weary save themselves. He reconciles them to God through His own body.

This does not make division a light thing. Pride, harshness, resentment, and
foolish speech still wound homes, churches, and communities. But Christians do
not face these sins without hope. We bring them to Calvary, where guilt is
pardoned and hard hearts are made new.

The way forward is not self-protection, but repentance and faith. Christ has
made peace by His blood. Therefore, we may become people who seek peace,
speak truth with gentleness, bear one another’s burdens, and refuse the proud
spirit of Rehoboam.

Reflection Questions

1. Where has pride helped create distance between you and another person?

2. What would repentance look like in that relationship or situation?

3. How does the peace Christ made at the cross give you courage to pursue
peace?

Prayer

Father, thank You for reconciling sinners to Yourself through the cross of Your
Son. Forgive us for the pride and bitterness that divide what should be kept in
love. Make us people who seek peace because Christ has made peace for us. Heal



what sin has wounded, and give us courage to walk in humility. Keep our eyes
fixed on Calvary, where our King was pierced to make His people whole. Amen.



