
DOVER DAILY
DEVOTIONS

DOVER DAILY
DEVOTIONS

On Sunday we considered 1 Kings 15–17 and saw that while kings rise and fall, 
sins are repeated, idols are exposed, brooks dry up, widows suffer, and death 
enters the room, the word of the Lord still stands. We were warned not to treat 
sin as a light thing, encouraged to trust God’s daily mercy in seasons of drought, 
and led to Christ, the true Son of David and greater Elijah, whose finished work is 
stronger than famine, judgment, and the grave.

Monday: A Lamp in a Dark House

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 15:1–15

Abijam had David’s blood in his veins, but not David’s heart. He lived near holy 
things. The temple was close. The promises of God surrounded his house. Yet 
Scripture says his heart was not wholly true to the Lord.

This is a sober mercy. It reminds us that nearness to religion is not the same as 
nearness to God. A man may know the language of faith and still have a divided 
heart. A woman may sit under the Word for many years and still keep some 
corner of life closed against the Lord.

Yet even here, God preserved a lamp in Jerusalem. He did not do this because 
Abijam deserved it, but because God had made a promise. The line of David 
would not be snuffed out. The Lord kept the flame alive until Christ, the true Son 
of David, came into the world.

Our hope is not that our hearts have always been whole. Our hope is that Christ 
has been faithful where we have been divided. In him, God gives mercy to sinners 
and teaches us to bring our whole heart before him.

Reflection Questions



1.  Where are you most tempted to rely on outward nearness to holy things 
instead of honest communion with God?

2.  What part of your heart do you most often try to keep divided from the 
Lord?

3.  How does God’s faithfulness to his promise give you courage to repent 
without despair?

Prayer

Lord God, search my heart and show me where I am divided. Keep me from 
trusting in outward things while my heart drifts from you. Thank you for 
preserving the true Lamp in Christ, the faithful Son of David. Unite my heart to 
fear your name, and teach me to walk before you in sincerity and faith. Amen.

Tuesday: When Sin Becomes a Light Thing

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 16:25–34

Omri looked successful by the standards of the world. He built Samaria. He 
brought strength and stability. But the Lord’s verdict was clear: he did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, more than all who were before him.

God does not weigh a life by the same scales we do. We often measure by 
competence, influence, comfort, and visible success. The Lord measures by 
faithfulness. A man can build a city and still leave behind a ruined soul.

Then came Ahab, and Scripture says he treated the sins of Jeroboam as if they 
were a light thing. That phrase should stop us. Sin rarely becomes monstrous all 
at once. It is tolerated, then repeated, then explained away, then inherited, then 
treated as normal.

Christ did not go to the cross because sin was small. He bore the curse because 
sin is rebellion against the living God. Yet the cross also tells us that mercy is real. 
The sins we must not excuse are the very sins we may confess and bring to the 
Savior.

Reflection Questions

1.  What sin have you begun to treat as small because it has become familiar?
2.  What habits, words, or attitudes might you be passing down to others 



without intending to?
3.  How does the cross help you take sin seriously without hiding from God?

Prayer

Holy Father, forgive me for calling small what you call evil. Keep me from making 
peace with sins that Christ died to cleanse. Give me repentance that is honest 
and hope that rests in your mercy. By your Spirit, make me faithful in what is 
hidden as well as what is seen. Amen.

Wednesday: Bread Beside the Drying Brook

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 17:1–7

Elijah stood before Ahab, but he knew he truly stood before the Lord. Kings may 
sit on thrones, but the Lord reigns above them. Elijah’s courage came from 
knowing whose presence mattered most.

When the sky was shut, Baal was exposed as empty. The idol that promised rain 
could not send one drop. Yet in the same season of judgment, the Lord cared for 
his servant beside the brook Cherith.

God did not give Elijah a storehouse. He gave him bread and meat in the morning, 
bread and meat in the evening, and water from the brook. This is often how the 
Lord sustains his people. Not with everything at once, but with mercy for the day.

Then the brook dried up. Elijah had obeyed, and still the water stopped. A drying 
brook does not always mean God has abandoned you. Sometimes it means he is 
leading you to the next place where his word will prove true.

Reflection Questions

1.  Where do you need to remember that you stand before the Lord more than 
before people?

2.  What daily mercy has God provided that you may be overlooking because 
you want a larger storehouse?

3.  What drying brook in your life might be calling you to deeper trust rather 
than panic?

Prayer



Lord, teach me to live before your face. When the world feels unstable, steady 
my heart in your presence. Give me grace to receive today’s bread without 
demanding tomorrow’s storehouse. When the brook dries up, help me listen for 
your word and follow where you lead. Amen.

Thursday: The Jar Shall Not Be Spent

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 17:8–16

The Lord sent Elijah to a widow in Zarephath, in the region of Sidon. This was 
Baal’s country, yet Baal could not keep one widow alive. The Lord would show his 
mercy in the very land where idols were honored.

The widow had only a handful of flour and a little oil. She was preparing a final 
meal for herself and her son. Into that sorrow came the word of the Lord: “Do not 
fear.”

Faith does not wait until the jar is full before trusting God. Faith hears the 
promise while the flour is low and the jug feels light. The widow obeyed, and the 
Lord sustained her according to his word.

Christ teaches us to pray for daily bread because we are always dependent 
creatures. We do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the 
mouth of God. The same Father who gave his Son for us will not forget his 
children in their need.

Reflection Questions

1.  What fear rises in you when the jar looks low and the future feels uncertain?
2.  Where is God calling you to obey before you can see how provision will 

come?
3.  How does the Father’s gift of Christ strengthen your trust in his daily care?

Prayer

Father, you know my needs before I name them. Forgive me for fearing as though 
your hand were empty. Teach me to trust your word when my own resources look 
small. Thank you for giving Christ, the bread of life, and for sustaining your 
people with mercy day by day. Amen.



Friday: When Death Enters the Room

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 17:17–24

The widow had seen the Lord provide, yet sorrow still entered her house. Her son 
became ill, and there was no breath left in him. Faith does not make this present 
world painless. The faithful still grieve.

In her anguish, the widow remembered her sin. Suffering often stirs old guilt. Pain 
reaches into the conscience and brings up memories we thought were buried. We 
begin to wonder whether every sorrow is punishment.

But Scripture does not teach us to read every grief that way. We live in a fallen 
world where death is an enemy. The widow did not need a cold explanation. She 
needed mercy, and the Lord gave it.

Elijah prayed, and the child’s life returned. The Lord showed that his word is 
truth not only over kings and droughts, but even over death. This miracle points 
us forward to Christ, who does not merely plead beside the dead, but commands 
life by his own authority.

Reflection Questions

1.  What old guilt tends to rise in your heart when suffering comes?
2.  Where do you need to distinguish between the Spirit’s conviction and the 

accusations of fear?
3.  How does Christ’s authority over death give you hope in grief?

Prayer

Lord God, meet me with mercy when sorrow awakens fear and guilt. Teach me to 
confess real sin without assuming every grief is your punishment. Comfort me 
with the truth that death does not have the final word. Fix my eyes on Jesus, who 
is the resurrection and the life. Amen.

Saturday: The Word That Stands Over the Grave

Scripture Reading: John 11:17–27

Elijah stood beside a dead child and prayed for life to return. Jesus stood before 



the tomb of Lazarus and spoke with the authority of the Son of God. Elijah was a 
faithful servant. Christ is the Lord of life.

All through 1 Kings 15–17, the word of the Lord stands. It stands over wicked 
kings. It stands over drought. It stands over the jar and jug. It stands over death 
itself. But in Jesus, the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.

At the cross, Christ entered the drought of judgment for his people. The heavens 
grew dark. The curse fell on him, not because he had sinned, but because he bore 
the sins of those he came to save. He entered death so that death would be 
defeated from the inside.

Now the risen Christ speaks a better word than condemnation over all who trust 
in him. His promise is stronger than famine, stronger than kings, stronger than 
the grave. The word of the Lord still stands because Christ himself still lives.

Reflection Questions

1.  What dead hope do you need to bring honestly before Christ?
2.  Where are you tempted to trust earthly strength more than the living word 

of God?
3.  How does Christ’s resurrection change the way you face sin, suffering, and 

death?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, you are the resurrection and the life. Thank you for bearing the curse 
in the place of sinners and rising in victory over the grave. Help me trust your 
word when my circumstances feel final. Teach me to live in repentance, faith, and 
hope until the day when all your promises are seen in full. Amen.


