On Sunday we considered 1 Kings 21, where Ahab covets Naboth’s vineyard,
Jezebel clothes murder in the language of justice, Elijah confronts the guilty king,
and the Lord shows that no earthly power can hide sin from His sight. We saw
that Naboth’s refusal was faithfulness to God’s Word, that coveting narrows the
soul, that false justice cannot escape divine judgment, and that the whole
account leads us to Christ, the innocent One condemned by false witnesses,
taken outside the city, and slain so that guilty sinners might receive an
imperishable inheritance.

Monday: The Inheritance of the Lord
Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 21:1-4

Naboth’s vineyard was not simply land. It was inheritance. It had come to him
through the Lord’s covenant mercy, and his answer to Ahab was rooted in the
fear of God: “The LORD forbid that | should give you the inheritance of my
fathers.”

This is what faithfulness often looks like. It is not always loud. Sometimes itis a
quiet refusal to surrender what God has entrusted to us. Naboth could not hand
over the vineyard because his conscience was bound to the Word of the Lord.

In Christ, we have received a better inheritance. Peter calls it “imperishable,
undefiled, and unfading.” It is not guarded by our strength, our wisdom, or our
courage, but by the power of God through faith. Earthly things can be taken. The
inheritance Christ gives cannot be stolen by kings, courts, mobs, or death.

So we learn to hold lesser things with open hands and holy things with reverent
firmness. We do not belong first to the age, the crowd, or the rulers of this world.
We belong to Christ, who bought us with His blood and keeps for us what cannot



perish.
Reflection Questions

1. Where are you most tempted to treat God’s gifts as if they belonged to you
absolutely?

2. Is there any place where fear of people has weakened your obedience to
God’s Word?

3. How does your inheritance in Christ help you hold earthly loss with greater
peace?

Prayer

Father, thank You for the inheritance You have given us in Christ. Forgive us for
clinging to lesser things while neglecting the riches of Your grace. Bind our
consciences to Your Word, and make us faithful when obedience is costly. Keep
our eyes fixed on the inheritance that cannot fade. Teach us to trust Christ more
than we fear man. Amen.

Tuesday: When One Vineyard Becomes Everything
Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 21:4-7

Ahab had a palace, servants, wealth, and power. Yet one withheld vineyard was
enough to make him miserable. He went to his house vexed and sullen, lay down
on his bed, turned away his face, and refused to eat.

Coveting does not begin by denying that God has given good gifts. It begins by
fixing the heart on the one thing God has not given. It narrows the vision until
mercy disappears from view. A thousand blessings become invisible beneath the
shadow of one denied desire.

We know this temptation. One closed door, one disappointment, one
unanswered prayer can sour the soul. We may not pout on a royal bed, but we
know how quickly discontent can make God seem stingy.

Christ frees us from this cramped and bitter way of living. He has given Himself
for us. In Him, the Father has not withheld His greatest gift. The cross teaches us
to measure God’s goodness, not by the vineyard we lack, but by the Savior we
have received.



Reflection Questions

1. What withheld thing most often tempts you to question God’s goodness?

2. What ordinary mercies have you stopped noticing because your attention is
fixed elsewhere?

3. How can the gift of Christ re-order your desires today?

Prayer

Lord, forgive us for our covetous hearts. We confess that we often measure Your
goodness by what we do not have instead of by what You have freely given in
Christ. Open our eyes to Your daily mercies. Teach us contentment that is rooted
in the cross, not in changing circumstances. Make us grateful, steady, and
satisfied in You. Amen.

Wednesday: The Mask of False Justice

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 21:8-14

Jezebel did not simply murder Naboth in secret. She wrapped her wickedness in
the appearance of righteousness. She proclaimed a fast, gathered leaders,
arranged witnesses, and used the forms of justice to destroy an innocent man.

This is one of sin’s old habits. It does not always appear with an ugly face.
Sometimes it borrows the language of law, religion, and public concern. It edits
the truth. It removes God’s Word from the matter. It makes evil look orderly.

The Lord is not fooled by holy language used for selfish ends. He sees the hidden
motive, the false testimony, the silent compromise, and the innocent blood. That
should sober us. It should also comfort us, because the God who sees evil clearly
also sees those who suffer under it.

Christ Himself was condemned under false witnesses. He knows what it is to
stand before corrupt judgment. Yet through that injustice, God accomplished our
salvation. At the cross, evil did its worst, and God brought forth redemption.

Reflection Questions

1. Where are you tempted to excuse sin because it comes dressed in
respectable language?
2. Have you ever stayed silent when you knew something was wrong?



3. How does Christ’s suffering under false judgment comfort you when justice
seems bent?

Prayer

Holy God, You love righteousness and hate evil. Give us discernment when sin
hides behind noble words. Forgive us for the times we have remained silent out
of fear or convenience. Strengthen us to refuse participation in injustice. Thank
You that Christ suffered innocently for guilty sinners and now reigns as the
righteous Judge. Amen.

Thursday: The God Who Finds the Guilty

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 21:17-24

Ahab entered the vineyard as though the matter were finished. Naboth was dead.
Jezebel’s plan had worked. The king had what he wanted. Then the word of the
Lord came to Elijah.

No sinner is hidden from God. Ahab could evade human justice, but he could not
escape the Lord’s courtroom. The Lord sent His prophet into the stolen vineyard
with a piercing question: “Have you killed and also taken possession?”

God’s questions are never asked because He lacks knowledge. They are mercy
before judgment. When He asked Adam, “Where are you?” He was calling a guilty
man out of hiding. When He asked Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He was
giving a murderer room to confess.

The Lord still finds sinners, not only to expose them, but to call them to
repentance. This is severe mercy. Christ does not flatter us in our sin. He tells the
truth, and the truth wounds in order to heal. Better to be found by the Lord now
in mercy than to stand before Him at last with no Advocate.

Reflection Questions

1. Isthere any sin you have been treating as hidden, finished, or excused?
2. How do you usually respond when someone speaks a painful truth to you?
3. What would honest confession before God look like today?

Prayer



Lord, You see us completely. We confess that we often hide, excuse, and defend
what You call sin. Thank You for pursuing sinners with truth before the day of
final judgment. Give us humble hearts that receive correction as mercy. Lead us
to Christ, our Advocate and Redeemer. Amen.

Friday: Mercy Before the Day of Judgment
Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 21:25-29

Ahab was not a righteous man. Scripture says he sold himself to do what was evil
in the sight of the Lord. Yet when he heard Elijah’s judgment, he humbled himself
with sackcloth and fasting, and the Lord delayed the disaster.

This is a startling mercy. Ahab’s humility was not full repentance. He did not
restore Naboth’s vineyard. He did not tear down Baal worship. He did not turn
into a faithful king. Yet even this outward humbling was not ignored by God.

We should not mistake delayed judgment for denied judgment. The Lord is
patient, but He is not unjust. Still, His patience is meant to lead sinners to
repentance. Every spared breath, every warning from His Word, every pang of
conscience is mercy.

Christ is the only refuge for sinners. We do not come to Him with polished
repentance or worthy sorrow. We come guilty, needy, and exposed. He receives
all who turn to Him in faith, because He has borne the judgment His people
deserve.

Reflection Questions

1. Have you confused sorrow over consequences with true repentance before
God?

2. Where do you see God’s patience toward you right now?

3. What would it mean to stop delaying and come honestly to Christ?

Prayer

Merciful Father, thank You for Your patience toward sinners. Forgive us for
mistaking regret for repentance and delay for safety. Give us true contrition, not
merely fear of consequences. Draw us to Christ, who bore judgment in the place
of His people. Teach us to receive Your mercy with humble and obedient faith.



Amen.

Saturday: The True King in the Garden

Scripture Reading: Luke 22:39-46

Ahab grasped for a garden that was not his. Jesus entered a garden and
surrendered Himself to the Father’s will. Ahab took possession through the death
of an innocent man. Christ gave Himself willingly so that guilty sinners might live.

In Gethsemane, our Lord prayed, “Not my will, but yours, be done” He did not
seize. He submitted. He did not use power to crush the weak. He laid down His
life for His enemies. The true King came with obedience where every sinful ruler
has failed.

Like Naboth, Jesus suffered under false witnesses. Like Naboth, He was taken
outside and killed for sins He did not commit. Yet Jesus was more than an
innocent sufferer. He was the Lamb of God, bearing the curse for His people.

At the cross, God did not ignore sin. He judged it in His Son. At the empty tomb,
God declared that Christ’s sacrifice was accepted and that death would not have
the final word. Now the risen King gives His people an inheritance no earthly
power can take away.

Reflection Questions

1. Where are you tempted to grasp for control rather than submit to the
Father’s will?

2. How does Christ’s obedience in Gethsemane expose and comfort your
heart?

3. What hope does Christ’s resurrection give you when earthly losses feel
heavy?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, true and righteous King, thank You for entering the garden of agony
for sinners like us. You obeyed where we have rebelled, and You surrendered
Yourself where we have grasped for control. Forgive our self-will and teach us to
trust the Father as You did. Thank You for bearing the curse and securing our
inheritance. Keep us near the cross until faith becomes sight. Amen.






