On Sunday we considered 1 Kings 19:19-21 and 1 Kings 20, seeing that God’s work
continues even when His servants are weary, that discipleship lays the whole life
before the Lord, and that the Lord alone is God over hills and valleys. We
watched Elisha leave the plow to follow God’s call, Ahab surrender too easily and
obey too poorly, and the Lord show mercy even to an undeserving king. Above
all, we were brought to Christ, the obedient Son, who never compromised with
sin, satisfied divine justice at the cross, and now saves completely all who draw
near to God through Him.

Monday: God Finds Us in the Field

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 19:19-21

Elisha was not looking for a prophet when Elijah found him. He was plowing. His
hands were busy with ordinary work, his feet were in the soil, and the oxen were
moving ahead of him. The call of God came to him in the middle of the life he
already had.

There is comfort in that. The Lord does not despise ordinary faithfulness. He
often prepares His servants in hidden places, through plain duties, steady
obedience, and unseen labor. Before Elisha ever followed Elijah, he had learned
to follow the plow.

Most of us do not know what God has appointed for tomorrow. But we usually
know what faithfulness requires today. There is a prayer to pray, a sin to confess,
a person to forgive, a child to teach, a neighbor to love, a Scripture to open, a
duty to perform with honesty before the Lord.

Christ meets His people in the field. He calls us not to romantic dreams of
usefulness, but to simple obedience beneath His lordship. The same Savior who



called fishermen from their nets and Elisha from his plow still calls His people to
follow Him in the place where He has set them.

Reflection Questions

1. What ordinary duty has God placed before you today that you are tempted
to overlook?

2. Where are you waiting for something dramatic while neglecting simple
faithfulness?

3. How can you consciously serve Christ in the work already in your hands?

Prayer

Father, teach us to be faithful in the field where You have placed us. Forgive us
for despising ordinary obedience and longing for a different calling before we
have obeyed You in this one. Help us to see our work, homes, and daily
responsibilities as places where Christ is Lord. Give us grace to follow Him today
with quiet trust. Amen.

Tuesday: The Tools Placed on the Altar

Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:19-20

When Elisha answered God’s call, he did not merely walk away from his old life.
He took the yoke of oxen, sacrificed them, burned the yokes for firewood, and fed
the people. The tools of his former life became an offering to the Lord.

That was not waste. It was worship. Elisha was saying with his actions what every
believer must learn to say with the whole life: “I belong to the Lord.” His fields,
his future, his livelihood, and his plans were all placed beneath God’s command.

The Christian life is not a private spiritual interest added to an otherwise self-
directed existence. We have been bought with a price. Christ did not redeem a
small religious corner of us. He redeemed the whole person, body and soul,
public and private, Sunday and weekday.

This is not meant to crush us. It is meant to free us. We no longer belong to sin,
fear, reputation, ambition, or the restless need to control our own future. We
belong to the Savior who gave Himself for us, and His claim upon us is good.



Reflection Questions

1. What part of your life do you still tend to treat as your own rather than
Christ’s?

2. What would it look like to offer your work, plans, and possessions to the Lord
in faith?

3. Where does Christ’s ownership of you bring comfort rather than fear?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, You have bought us with Your own blood. Forgive us for living as
though we still belong to ourselves. Take our work, our homes, our plans, our
words, and our desires, and bring them under Your gracious rule. Teach us to find
freedom in belonging wholly to You. Amen.

Wednesday: Do Not Hand Them Over

Scripture Reading: Ephesians 6:1-4

Ahab’s first answer to Ben-hadad was shameful. He was ready to surrender his
silver, his gold, his wives, and even his children before a sword had been drawn.
He yielded what he should have protected.

Christian parents and church members must hear the warning soberly. The world
is not passive in seeking the next generation. Many voices are already discipling
our children, teaching them what to love, what to fear, what to desire, and what
to believe. Silence is not neutrality. Neglect is not innocence.

Yet we must also remember this clearly: only God can change a child’s heart.
Parents cannot give new birth. Teachers cannot open blind eyes. The Holy Spirit
alone raises the dead. But the same God who alone saves also commands us to
raise children in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

So we fight with the weapons God has given. We pray. We open the Scriptures.
We bring our children into the life of the church. We confess our sins when we
fail. We show them, however imperfectly, that Christ is not merely a name we

mention on Sunday, but the Lord we love and follow all week.

Reflection Questions



1. Where have you been too passive in the spiritual care of children or younger
believers?

2. What ordinary habit could help bring Scripture, prayer, and Christ more
clearly into your home?

3. Is there a child, grandchild, or younger church member you should begin
praying for more faithfully?

Prayer

Father, forgive us for the ways we have been careless with souls entrusted to our
care. Give parents, grandparents, teachers, and church members courage to love
the next generation faithfully. Teach us to depend on the Holy Spirit rather than
our own strength. Keep bringing our children to Christ, the only Savior of sinners.
Amen.

Thursday: Mercy Before We Asked

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 20:13-22

Ahab did not seek the Lord. He did not call Israel to repentance. He did not
humble himself in prayer. Yet the Lord sent a prophet to him with a word of
promise: “I will give it into your hand this day, and you shall know that | am the
LORD””

That is astonishing mercy. God came to a king who had not come to Him. He
spoke before Ahab asked. He delivered before Ahab deserved it. The victory over
Syria was not a reward for Ahab’s faithfulness, but a revelation of God’s gracious
power.

We should recognize ourselves here more than we may wish to admit. We often
receive mercies before we have prayed rightly, repented deeply, or understood
clearly. God has been kind to us before we were attentive to Him. His grace has
outrun our obedience many times.

Christ is the clearest proof of this mercy. While we were still sinners, He died for
us. The Father did not wait for us to make ourselves worthy. The Son came for the
unworthy, and the Spirit awakens dead hearts to see the mercy that was already
moving toward us.

Reflection Questions



1. Where have you seen God’s mercy come to you before you sought Him as
you should?

2. How does undeserved mercy lead you toward repentance rather than
presumption?

3. What would it look like today to acknowledge that the Lord alone is God?

Prayer

Gracious Father, You have shown us mercy before we ever deserved it. Forgive us
for receiving Your kindness casually and forgetting the Giver. Open our eyes to
see Your hand in the deliverances, provisions, and warnings You send. Lead us by
Your Spirit to humble faith in Christ. Amen.

Friday: The God of Hills and Valleys

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 20:23-30

The Syrians thought Israel’s God was a god of the hills but not of the valleys.
They imagined the Lord was limited by terrain, place, and circumstance. They
believed they could find a setting where His power would not reach.

But the Lord is not a local deity. He is not strong in one place and weak in
another. He rules the mountain and the plain, the sanctuary and the sickroom,
the joyful season and the bitter one. No valley lies outside His dominion.

This is a needed word for weary saints. We often believe more truly on the hills
than in the valleys. It is easier to confess God’s sovereignty when the way is
bright, when prayers seem answered, when strength feels near. But Christ is Lord
in the low places too.

The Savior who descended into death and rose again in triumph is not absent
from your valley. He does not reign only over clean, orderly, pleasant parts of life.
He reigns over grief, weakness, fear, uncertainty, and waiting. His kingdom does
not tremble when the ground beneath you does.

Reflection Questions

1. What valley are you tempted to believe is beyond the Lord’s care or power?
2. How does Christ’s death and resurrection strengthen your faith in low
places?



3. Where do you need to confess, by faith, that the Lord is God there too?
Prayer

Lord God, You reign over the hills and the valleys. Forgive us for trusting You only
when the path feels clear. Strengthen our faith when we walk through low and
difficult places. Keep our eyes fixed on Christ, who went down into death and
rose in victory for us. Amen.

Saturday: Mercy Under God’s Word

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 20:31-43

When Ben-hadad was captured, Ahab called him “my brother” and let him go. At
first glance, it may sound merciful. But Ahab was not forgiving a private offense.
He was releasing a defeated enemy king whom God had delivered into his hand
for judgment.

Mercy is holy only when it submits to God. When mercy contradicts the clear
command of the Lord, it is no longer mercy. It becomes rebellion dressed in soft
clothing. Ahab’s sin was not kindness. It was disobedience.

This matters because we are often tempted to define goodness apart from God’s
Word. We may call something compassionate simply because it feels gentle. We
may call something loving because it avoids conflict. But true love bows before
the Lord. True mercy never asks us to make peace with what God has
condemned.

At the cross, God did not ignore justice in order to show mercy. He satisfied
justice so that mercy could be freely given. Jesus, unlike Ahab, perfectly obeyed
the Father’s will. He conquered sin, death, and Satan, and now every sinner who
comes to Him finds mercy that is both holy and full.

Reflection Questions

1. Where are you tempted to call something merciful that God calls
disobedient?

2. How does the cross teach you that justice and mercy are not enemies?

3. What word from God do you need to receive with obedience rather than
resistance?



Prayer

Holy Father, teach us to love what You love and obey what You command. Forgive
us for confusing softness with mercy and compromise with peace. Thank You
that in Christ justice has been satisfied and mercy has been opened to sinners.
Make us obedient, humble, and glad beneath Your Word. Amen.



