On Sunday we considered 1 Kings 22 and the final days of King Ahab. We saw that
God’s Word tests our alliances, exposes the lies we love, finds the proud, and
leads us to Jesus Christ, the true and faithful King. Ahab tried to silence the
truth, disguise himself, and escape judgment, but the Word of the Lord found
him. Yet the same sovereign God who judged Ahab heard Jehoshaphat’s cry for
help. We were called to receive God’s correction as mercy, to come out from
hiding, and to take refuge in Christ, who bore the judgment of His people and
now offers pardon to every sinner who believes.

Monday: Before You Say Yes
Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 22:1-7

Jehoshaphat’s promise came quickly. When Ahab invited him to battle, he
answered, “l am as you are, my people as your people, my horses as your horses.”
Only afterward did he ask that they inquire of the Lord.

There was nothing wrong with asking God for guidance. The problem was that
Jehoshaphat had already committed himself. His words had gone ahead of his
prayers. He had allowed friendship, diplomacy, and the pressure of the moment
to shape a decision that should have been placed before God.

We often make the same mistake. We agree because we fear disappointing
someone. We follow an opportunity because it appears useful or honorable.
Then, once our plans are moving, we ask God to bless the direction we have
already chosen.

Christ teaches us a better way. He lived in perfect submission to the Father and
did nothing from selfish ambition or fear of man. Because we belong to Him, we
may slow down, pray honestly, and seek wisdom before binding ourselves to a



path. God is not withholding good from us. His commands guard us from roads
that appear pleasant but lead us away from faithfulness.

Reflection Questions

1. Isthere a decision before you that you have been trying to make without
serious prayer?

2. When are you most tempted to say yes merely to avoid disappointing
someone?

3. What would it look like to seek the Lord before taking your next step?

Prayer

Father, forgive me for the times when my words have run ahead of my prayers.
Teach me to seek Your will before | make promises or follow opportunities. Give
me courage to disappoint others rather than disobey You. Help me follow Christ,
who delighted to do Your will in all things. Guide my steps according to Your
wisdom and keep me near to You. Amen.

Tuesday: The Voices We Welcome

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 22:8-14

Ahab had four hundred prophets who told him what he wanted to hear. Their
agreement appeared impressive. Their confidence sounded spiritual. Yet their
words were false.

Micaiah stood alone. He had no royal approval and no friendly audience. The
messenger even urged him to agree with the other prophets. Micaiah answered,
“As the LORD lives, what the LORD says to me, that | will speak.”

We should ask ourselves what kind of voices we welcome. It is easy to surround
ourselves with people, books, teachers, and habits that confirm what we already
believe. We may quietly avoid anyone who asks difficult questions or brings
Scripture to bear upon our favorite sins.

Jesus does not flatter us into destruction. He tells us the truth because He loves
us. His Word may challenge our pride, disturb our excuses, or expose the
loyalties we would rather leave unquestioned. Yet every word of Christ is faithful.
The Shepherd speaks so that His sheep may hear His voice and follow Him into



life.
Reflection Questions

1. Do you tend to avoid people who speak honestly about your faults?

2. Isthere a teaching of Scripture that you have been resisting because it
makes you uncomfortable?

3. Whose voice has the greatest influence over your decisions each week?

Prayer

Lord, guard me from loving praise more than truth. Give me humility to receive
correction from Your Word and from faithful friends. Silence the flattering voices
that strengthen my sin. Help me recognize the voice of Christ and follow Him
with trust. Make me willing to hear what is true, even when it wounds my pride.
Amen.

Wednesday: The Mercy of a Wounding Word

Scripture Reading: Hebrews 4:12-16

God’s Word is described as living, active, and sharper than a two-edged sword. It
reaches beneath our outward appearance and judges the thoughts and
intentions of the heart. Nothing is hidden from the sight of God.

That truth can make us uneasy. We often work hard to protect ourselves from
honest examination. We rename our sins, excuse our habits, and hide our motives
even from ourselves. Scripture refuses to leave these coverings undisturbed.

Yet the passage does not end with our exposure. It leads us to Jesus, our great
High Priest. The One who sees us completely is also the One who sympathizes
with our weakness and invites us to draw near to the throne of grace.

The Word wounds in order to heal. God reveals sin so that we may confess it. He
strips away false refuges so that we will flee to Christ. When Scripture places its
finger upon something painful, we should not turn away. The wound may be
mercy arriving before deeper ruin.

Reflection Questions

1. What sin or attitude has God’s Word recently brought to your attention?



2. How do you usually respond when Scripture corrects you?
3. What keeps you from bringing your weakness openly before Christ?

Prayer

Holy God, Your Word searches me more deeply than | can search myself. Forgive
me for hiding behind excuses and resisting Your correction. Thank You for giving
me Jesus, my merciful and faithful High Priest. Help me come boldly to Your
throne, trusting that grace is greater than my sin. Use Your truth to wound what
must die and heal what sin has broken. Amen.

Thursday: Come Out of Hiding

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 22:29-34

Ahab heard the warning of God and chose a disguise. He removed his royal robes
and entered the battle dressed like an ordinary soldier. He feared the
consequences of sin, but he would not repent of the sin itself.

We often confuse secrecy with safety. We hide wrongdoing from family, church,
and friends. We may even quiet our conscience for a season. Yet no disguise can
conceal us from the Lord.

True repentance does not ask how sin can continue without consequences. It
comes into the light and says, “God, | have sinned. Have mercy on me.”
Repentance agrees with God’s judgment and abandons every claim to self-
defense.

Christ is a better refuge than secrecy. He already knows the worst that is true
about us. Still, He invites sinners to come. Those who confess their sins find that
He is faithful and just to forgive, because His blood has fully answered the
demands of God’s righteousness.

Reflection Questions

1. Isthere anything in your life that you are trying to conceal rather than
confess?

2. Are you more troubled by the consequences of sin or by the offense it gives
to God?

3. What would honest repentance require from you today?



Prayer

Merciful Father, | cannot hide from Your sight. Forgive me for covering sin instead
of bringing it into the light. Give me true repentance that turns away from evil
and returns to You. Thank You that Christ has shed His blood for sinners who
confess their need. Teach me to find safety in Your mercy rather than in secrecy.
Amen.

Friday: The Cry God Hears

Scripture Reading: 2 Chronicles 18:28-32

Jehoshaphat entered a battle he should never have joined. Surrounded by
enemy commanders, he cried out to the Lord. Scripture tells us that “the LORD
helped him.”

Jehoshaphat’s trouble was partly of his own making. He had chosen the wrong
alliance and followed Ahab into danger. Yet when he called upon God, the Lord
did not refuse to hear him.

Many of our wounds come through the sins of others. Some come through
weakness, poor judgment, or choices we now regret. Grace does not require us to
pretend that we are innocent. It teaches us to cry out from the place where we
truly are.

Jesus receives those who call upon Him. He is not reluctant to save. The thief on
the cross had no time to repair his past, yet he turned to Christ and received the
promise of paradise. Our hope rests in the mercy of the Savior, not in our ability
to prove that we deserve rescue.

Reflection Questions

1. Areyou carrying trouble that arose partly through your own poor choices?
2. Does shame keep you from asking God for help?
3. Where do you need to cry out to Christ today?

Prayer

Lord, | confess that some of my troubles have grown from my own foolishness. |
have no excuse and no claim upon You except Your mercy in Christ. Hear me



when | cry and draw me away from paths that lead to harm. Thank You that Jesus
receives sinners who call upon His name. Rescue me, correct me, and lead me in
the way of peace. Amen.

Saturday: Sheltered in the True King

Scripture Reading: Romans 8:1-4

Ahab could not escape the word of judgment. A soldier drew his bow without
knowing where the arrow would land, yet it found the narrow opening in the
king’s armor. What appeared random from the ground fulfilled the purpose of
God.

This truth is terrifying when we stand in our pride. God sees every hidden thing.
No achievement, disguise, or human strength can shield us from His righteous
judgment.

Yet the gospel tells us where safety is found. Jesus did not hide from death. He
set His face toward Jerusalem and willingly bore the curse for His people. The
judgment our sins deserved fell upon the willing Substitute.

Ahab cried, “l am wounded.” Jesus cried, “It is finished.” Christ died for our sins
and rose again. Everyone who trusts in Him is clothed in His righteousness and
sheltered beneath His finished work.

For those who are in Christ, the arrow of condemnation has already fallen. It
struck the Savior at Calvary. We may now hear the searching Word of God
without terror, because the Judge has become our Father and the true King has
secured our pardon.

Reflection Questions

1. Areyou trusting in Christ, or are you still trying to protect yourself through
excuses and outward respectability?

2. What accusation or fear do you need to answer with the promise that there
is no condemnation in Christ?

3. How does Christ’s finished work give you courage to live openly before God?

Prayer



Father, | praise You for sending Your Son to bear the judgment | deserved. Thank
You that Jesus willingly gave Himself for sinners and rose in victory. Keep me
from seeking refuge in appearances, excuses, or my own goodness. Teach me to
rest in the righteousness of Christ and to live honestly beneath Your gracious
care. Let Your Word find me always sheltered in my faithful King. Amen.



