On Sunday we considered 2 Kings 1-2, where King Ahaziah’s fall exposed the false
object of his faith, Elijah’s ascent displayed God’s power, and Elisha’s call showed
that the Lord continues his work from one generation to the next. We saw that
trouble does not create the deepest loyalties of the heart so much as reveal
them. Ahaziah sought life from an idol and received death, but Jesus Christ came
down from heaven, bore death for sinners, rose in victory, ascended to the
Father’s right hand, and poured out his Spirit upon his people. The question
before us is therefore plain: when fear, loss, or uncertainty comes, where will we
turn?

Monday: When Trouble Reveals the Heart
Scripture Reading: 2 Kings 1:1-4

Ahaziah’s fall through the lattice was sudden, but his unbelief was not. The crisis
did not place idolatry in his heart. It uncovered what had long been there. When
death seemed near, he did not seek the Lord of Israel. He sent messengers to
Baal-zebub because he wanted knowledge about the future without repentance
before the living God.

Our own refuges may appear more respectable, but they can rule us just as
surely. When trouble comes, we may look first to money, control, distraction,
human approval, or our own understanding. These things can become false gods
when we expect from them the security and peace that belong to God alone.

Yet the exposure of our hearts is itself a mercy. God shows us our false refuges so
that we may forsake them. We do not need to hide what trouble uncovers. Jesus
already knows the whole truth about us, and he receives all who come to him in
repentance and faith. The One who died for idolaters is not reluctant to forgive
them.



Faith does not mean that we understand every affliction. It means that we
entrust ourselves to the character of God when his purposes remain hidden.
Today, instead of asking only how the trouble may be removed, we may ask what
it reveals and how the Lord is calling us nearer to himself.

Reflection Questions

1. Where does your mind run first when you feel afraid or uncertain?
2. What false refuge might God be exposing through a present difficulty?
3. How would trusting Christ change the way you carry that difficulty today?

Prayer

Lord, you see every hidden loyalty of my heart. Forgive me for seeking security in
things that cannot save or sustain me. Thank you that Christ died for sinners and
welcomes all who come to him. Teach me to trust your character when | cannot
understand your providence. Use even my troubles to draw me away from idols
and nearer to you. Amen.

Tuesday: Kneeling for Mercy
Scripture Reading: 2 Kings 1:9-15

The first two captains approached Elijah with the authority of the king behind
them. They ordered the man of God to come down, as though an earthly throne
could command the word of the Lord. Their destruction made plain that no ruler,
office, or army stands above God.

The third captain came differently. He climbed the same hill, but he did not speak
with proud demands. He fell on his knees and pleaded that his life and the lives
of his men would be precious in Elijah’s sight. He could not bargain with God or
claim that mercy was owed to him. He could only ask to be spared.

This is the posture of saving faith. We do not come to God issuing terms,
defending ourselves, or asking him to adjust his word to suit us. We come with
empty hands, confessing that our only hope is his mercy. The good news is that
Jesus has secured that mercy through his blood. At the cross, the judgment our
sins deserved fell upon him so that all who trust in him might receive pardon and
life.



The Lord does not despise a broken and contrite heart. We may therefore stop
pretending, kneel before him, and speak honestly about our sin and need.
Humility is not hopelessness. It is the doorway through which we receive a mercy
we could never earn.

Reflection Questions

1. Inwhat part of your life are you tempted to give God commands rather than
submit to his word?

2. What sin or need do you need to bring honestly before the Lord today?

3. How does Christ’s finished work give you confidence to ask God for mercy?

Prayer

Merciful God, | have no claim upon you except the righteousness of Jesus Christ.
Forgive my pride and my attempts to make your word serve my desires. Give me
a broken and contrite heart that does not hide from you. Thank you that your
Son bore judgment in the place of sinners and opened the way of mercy. Help me
kneel before you with honest confession and confident faith. Amen.

Wednesday: The King Who Came Down
Scripture Reading: Philippians 2:5-11

Ahaziah was brought low by his own wickedness. Even from his sickbed, he tried
to exercise authority over God’s prophet. He wanted Elijah to come down at his
command, but the king himself died according to the word of the Lord. His fall
became a picture of proud humanity brought beneath divine judgment.

Jesus is a different kind of King. Though he possessed all the glory of heaven, he
did not cling to his privileges. He willingly humbled himself, took the form of a
servant, and became obedient to the point of death on a cross. He came down
not because sin had brought him low, but because love moved him to save those
whom sin had ruined.

Christ’s humility was not defeat. The Father raised him from the dead and
exalted him above every name. The crucified Savior now reigns as Lord, and
every rival power will finally bow before him. Because our King passed through
death and conquered it, those who belong to him need not face suffering as
people without hope.



The mind of Christ also shapes the life of his people. We do not need to protect
our standing, insist upon our own way, or grasp for control. Secure in the grace of
our exalted Lord, we are free to humble ourselves, serve our neighbors, and
entrust our honor to God.

Reflection Questions

1. Where are you grasping for control or insisting upon your own importance?

2. What does Christ’s willing descent reveal about the depth of his love for
you?

3. Whom might you serve quietly today because you are secure in Christ?

Prayer

Father, | praise you for sending your Son to humble himself for sinners. Lord
Jesus, thank you for descending into our sorrow and bearing death in our place.
Free me from pride, self-protection, and the need to control others. Form in me
the mind of Christ so that | may serve without seeking praise. Keep my hope fixed
upon the risen and exalted King before whom every knee will bow. Amen.

Thursday: The God of Elijah Is Still Here

Scripture Reading: 2 Kings 2:1-14

Elijah and Elisha crossed the Jordan on dry ground, retracing the path of Israel’s
earlier deliverance. The scene declared that the God who had acted through
Moses and Joshua had not changed. Generations pass, servants die, and
circumstances shift, but the covenant Lord remains faithful.

When Elijah was taken away, Elisha grieved. His sorrow was not a denial of faith.
The loss of a beloved teacher left a real absence, and he tore his clothes in
mourning. Scripture gives us room to grieve because love makes loss painful.
Faith does not require us to call death harmless or separation easy.

Elisha then took up Elijah’s cloak and stood before the Jordan asking, “Where is
the LORD, the God of Elijah?” The answer came when the waters parted. God’s
servant was gone, but God himself had not abandoned his people. The work had
never finally depended upon Elijah’s strength.

Our assurance rests even more firmly in Jesus Christ. He has promised never to



leave or forsake his people, and his risen life is not subject to death. When
familiar voices fall silent or an old season ends, we may grieve honestly while
trusting that Christ remains with his church. The Lord who was faithful to those
before us will be faithful in our day.

Reflection Questions

1. What loss or change are you still learning to carry before the Lord?

2. Are you depending more upon a particular person than upon the God who
works through his servants?

3. What past act of God’s faithfulness can strengthen your trust today?

Prayer

Faithful Lord, you remain the same while generations come and go. Meet me in
the losses | cannot repair and teach me to grieve with hope. Forgive me when |
trust your servants more than | trust you. Thank you that Jesus Christ is risen
and will never abandon his church. Give me courage to serve faithfully in the
time and place you have given me. Amen.

Friday: Our Ascended and Reigning Lord

Scripture Reading: Acts 1:6-11

Elijah’s ascent in the whirlwind was a remarkable sign of God’s power and grace,
but it was not the defeat of death. Elijah was taken from earthly sight without
passing through ordinary death. Jesus accomplished something greater. He
entered death willingly, rose bodily from the grave, and ascended after finishing
the work of redemption.

Christ’s ascension was not merely a farewell. It was his royal enthronement at
the Father’s right hand. The One who was mocked, crucified, and buried now
reigns above every earthly authority and spiritual power. Nothing that troubles
his people lies outside his rule.

Our reigning Lord also intercedes for us. We do not pray toward a distant heaven
hoping to be noticed. We draw near through the Son who knows our weakness,
pleads for his people, and has opened the way to the Father. His rule gives us
courage, and his intercession gives us assurance.



The disciples were not told to stand gazing into heaven. Christ would return, but
until then they had work to do. The hope of his coming does not draw us away
from ordinary faithfulness. It steadies us to pray, witness, worship, serve, and
endure beneath the reign of the King who cannot be overthrown.

Reflection Questions

1. What present fear looks different when viewed beneath Christ’s sovereign
reign?

2. How does Christ’s intercession encourage you to pray more honestly?

3. What ordinary act of faithfulness is the ascended Lord placing before you
today?

Prayer

Ascended Lord Jesus, | praise you because you have conquered death and reign
at the Father’s right hand. Rule over my fears and remind me that no power
stands beyond your authority. Thank you for interceding for me when my faith is
weak and my prayers are faltering. Keep me from idle speculation and make me
faithful in the work before me. Fix my hope upon your promised return and the
fullness of your kingdom. Amen.

Saturday: Given the Spirit for the Work

Scripture Reading: Acts 1:8

Elisha could pick up Elijah’s cloak, but the cloth itself had no power. Unless the
God of Elijah was with him, the mantle was only a garment. His calling and
strength had to come from the Lord. No human teacher can manufacture the
Spirit’s work or pass spiritual life to another by mere effort.

Jesus gives his people more than an office, a name, or an example. The risen and
ascended Christ pours out the Holy Spirit upon his church. The Spirit unites us to
Christ, assures us that we are God’s children, forms holiness within us, and
equips us to bear witness. We do not continue Christ’s mission by natural
courage or borrowed strength.

Elisha’s ministry began with bitter water made wholesome by the word of the
Lord. In a greater way, the church carries the gospel into a world poisoned by sin
and death. We cannot heal the world by our own wisdom, but we can bear



faithful witness to the Savior who forgives sinners, reconciles enemies, and gives
eternal life.

The week therefore ends where Christian service must begin: dependence upon
God. The question is not whether we feel equal to every task. We are not. The
question is whether Christ will supply what he commands, and his promise of the
Spirit assures us that he will. We may take up today’s duties with humility,
courage, and hope.

Reflection Questions

1. Where are you trying to serve God chiefly in your own strength?

2. To whom has God given you an opportunity to bear quiet and faithful
witness to Christ?

3. What specific duty can you undertake today in dependence upon the Holy
Spirit?

Prayer

Father, thank you for giving your Holy Spirit to all who belong to Christ. Forgive
me for relying upon my own strength and fearing the work you place before me.
Fill me with wisdom, courage, holiness, and love. Make my words and deeds a
faithful witness to Jesus in my home, church, and community. Send me into this
day trusting that your presence is greater than every trial | will face. Amen.



