On Sunday | reminded us that 2 Samuel 15-16 showed how cracks already present in David’s
house were exposed when Absalom stole Israel’s hearts with smiles, flattery, and staged piety,
warning us that division usually began with whispers rather than swords. We saw David refuse to

turn Jerusalem into a battlefield and witnessed God steady him through unlikely loyalty in Ittai,
while David returned the ark and surrendered outcomes to the Lord. When the sting of betrayal
deepened through Ahithophel’s defection, David prayed a simple, believing prayer and God
answered through ordinary means in Hushai’s timely counsel. We confessed how crisis tempts
hasty judgments as with Ziba and Mephibosheth, and we learned to slow down, seek truth, and
keep covenant. We watched David endure Shimei’s curses with restraint, entrusting his name to
God rather than letting vengeance set the agenda. Finally, | pointed us to the greater Son of
David who retraced David’s path, was betrayed yet did not revile, and turned the world’s
wisdom into folly at the cross. Our charge was to take the Messiah’s way in our own trials:
choose light over leverage, prayer over posturing, patience over panic, and entrust our names
and outcomes to the Father.

Monday: When Smiles Hide Snares

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 15:1-6

Absalom did not start with swords. He started with smiles. He stood at the city gate where trust
is built and told people what they wanted to hear. He praised their cases and hinted that the king
was distant and slow. Bit by bit he won their confidence and turned their hearts. That is how
division often begins. Not with a fight, but with flattery, half truths, and little suggestions.

That warning hits close to home. In small groups, at work, in our families, even in church,
frustration looks for an audience. Instead of speaking the truth in love to the right person, we try
to gather supporters. Jesus shows us a better way. If a brother or sister sins, go to them
privately, hoping to restore the relationship. The goal is not to win a crowd. The goal is to win a
friend.



So let’s ask the Lord to search us. Am | building trust with patient honesty, or nudging hearts
with borrowed anger. Peace grows in the light, not in whispers. The church stays healthy when
we keep hard conversations in the right rooms, speak gently and clearly, and resist the thrill of
rallying a crowd. May God give us grace to choose what heals.

Discussion Questions

1. Where are you tempted to win hearts rather than seek truth with the right person.
2. What would it look like to practice Matthew 18 in a current concern.
3. Whom could you encourage this week with patient, honest words.

Prayer

Father, guard my lips from flattery and my heart from hidden agendas. Give me courage to speak
truth in love, to the right people, in the right way, at the right time. Make me a peacemaker who
protects trust through honesty and light, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Tuesday: A Gentile Who Stayed

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 15:21

David is leaving Jerusalem and turns to Ittai: “You just got here yesterday. You don’t have to risk
your life with me.” But Ittai won’t budge. He says, “Wherever you are, in life or in death, I’'m with
you.” He is from Gath, not Israel, yet his loyalty is real and costly.

God often steadies tired hearts through friends like that. The six hundred with Ittai remind David
of his earlier wilderness days, and the same Lord who helped him then is helping him now
through faithful people. When our strength is low, God sends companions who walk with us and
share their courage.

Who has been that kind of friend for you? And where could you be that kind of friend for
someone else? Faithfulness is not flashy. It shows up. It keeps pace. It chooses love over
advantage. In anxious times, God’s care often comes to us on two faithful feet.

Discussion Questions

1. Name an Ittai in your story. How did God use that person to steady you.
2. Where might God be calling you to a costly loyalty this week.
3. What habits help you keep promises when outcomes are uncertain.

Prayer
Lord, thank you for the friends who have walked with me when the way was hard. Make me



faithful like Ittai. Help me to keep step with those who suffer and to bind my life to others in
steadfast love, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Wednesday: Sacred Things Are Not
Props

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 15:25-26

When Zadok showed up with the ark, David wouldn’t use something holy to protect himself.
“Take the ark back,” he said. “If | find favor, the Lord will bring me back. If not, let him do what
seems good.” David put the outcome in God’s hands instead of using sacred things for self-
preservation. That is real reverence in the wilderness.

Faith gets tested when we have chances to push our own way. It is easy to hide behind religious
symbols, titles, or traditions to get what we want. David’s posture teaches us to receive God’s
will rather than bend holy things to ours. Real trust opens the hand. It loosens our grip on results
and honors God as God.

Where are you tempted to make the holy serve your plans. Your health, your reputation,
relationships, ministry decisions. The path of trust sounds like David. If | find favor, the Lord will
act. If not, let him do what seems good. That kind of surrender is not giving up. It is worship.

Discussion Questions

1. What outcome are you clutching that needs to be placed back in God’s hands.
2. How can you honor what is holy without turning it into a personal shield.
3. What would practical surrender look like in one decision this week.

Prayer

Holy God, forgive me for using sacred things to secure myself. Teach me to open my hands and
to say from the heart, let you do what seems good. | trust your wisdom and your love. Lead me
in your way. Amen.

Thursday: A One Sentence Prayer

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 15:31



The news hit hard. Ahithophel had joined Absalom. David’s first move was prayer: “Lord, turn
Ahithophel’s advice into foolishness.” Simple, specific, full of trust. And God answered in
everyday ways. Hushai showed up, David sent him back with a mission, and his counsel slowed
and spoiled the plans that would have ruined David.

Learn to pray right in the moment. When betrayal stings or plans fall apart, we want to fix it,
defend ourselves, or give up. David looked up first. He asked God to overturn crooked counsel,
then he took the next wise step. Prayer and wisdom go together. God’s providence often comes
through ordinary obedience and the help of faithful friends.

What is your “Ahithophel” today? Name it before the Lord. Ask with confidence. Then watch for
your “Hushai.” Pay attention to simple graces and the next faithful step. God loves to turn proud
schemes into instruments of mercy.

Discussion Questions

1. What brief, specific prayer do you need to pray today.
2. Who might be a Hushai God has placed near you, and what next step can you take.
3. How can you keep prayer and prudence together in your habits.

Prayer
Lord, you see the plans that outmatch me. Turn crooked counsel into folly. Send the help | need
and show me the next right step. Strengthen my heart to trust you while | obey. In Christ | pray.
Amen.

Friday: Slow Down in the Fog

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 16:1-4

Ziba came to a worn out king with supplies and a story. He said Mephibosheth stayed behind to
grab the throne. David, tired and under pressure, made a snap decision and reversed a covenant
gift. Later the truth came out, and David had to untangle that hasty call. Crisis shortens our
patience. The first report often feels right, especially when it fits our fears.

Faithfulness moves at a slower pace. Seek the person who is not in the room. Gather more than
one report. Do not reward the earliest tale. In our homes, workplaces, and churches, love
rejoices with the truth. We honor people and protect integrity when we verify before we decide.

Where could you add a little wise friction to your choices. Take a pause. Ask a second voice. Call
the person who has not been heard. Slowing down in the fog saves us grief and keeps us from
needless harm. It also trains our hearts to value truth more than a neat, tidy story.



Discussion Questions

1. Recall atime you judged too quickly. What would you do differently now.
2. What simple practices can help you add holy slowness to your judgments.
3. Who needs you to seek their side of the story this week.

Prayer

God of truth, save me from the hurry that distorts judgment. Give me patience to inquire,
courage to correct, and humility to repent when | move too fast. Make me a person who keeps
covenant and seeks truth. Amen.

Saturday: Stones, Slander, and the
Savior’s Way

Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 2:23

Shimei shouted curses and threw stones. Abishai reached for his sword, ready to end it. David
held him back and entrusted his name to God. Jesus, the Son of David, went even further. When
he was insulted, he did not answer in kind. He entrusted himself to the One who judges justly.
This is the way of the true King who crossed the Kidron, prayed in the garden, and yielded to the
Father.

The cross exposes the false wisdom of schemers. Jesus was handed over according to God’s
plan, and God raised him up. What looked like a victory for manipulation became the very power
of God. Because the tomb is empty, slander and despair never have the final word. Christ does.

So when the cracks in our lives appear, we take the Messiah’s way. Choose light over leverage.
Prayer over posturing. Patience over panic. Put the outcome in the Father’s hands, the One who
sees and judges rightly. This is not weakness. It is the strength that comes from resurrection
hope.

Discussion Questions

1. Where do you feel pressured to defend yourself rather than entrust your name to God.
2. What would it mean to choose light over leverage in a current conflict.
3. How does the resurrection reframe your response to mistreatment.

Prayer
Lord Jesus, when | am reviled, teach me to follow you. Guard me from revenge. Help me entrust



my name and my future to the Father who judges justly. Fill me with resurrection hope and make
me a witness to your peace. Amen.



