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On Sunday we saw in 2 Samuel 16 to 19 that that when life unraveled, God remained present, 

wise, and sovereign. First, God ruled over rebellion and deception as Hushai’s quiet faithfulness 

and many small obediences preserved David while the Lord overturned Ahithophel’s counsel. 

Second, judgment humbled pride when Absalom fell and David wept, and I pointed us to Jesus 

who did what David wished by dying in the place of rebels so that mercy and justice met at the 

cross. Third, grace restored as the king returned, pardoned Shimei, practiced patient justice with 

Mephibosheth, and honored Barzillai, offering a pattern for mending communities. I then called 

us to repent of pride, bring grief to Christ, lay down results without obedience, and take the next 

small faithful steps of pardon, patient justice, and gratitude, resting our footing in Christ’s 

finished work.

Monday: The King Stands in Hidden 
Places
Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 16:15-19

Devotional:

Absalom sits in David’s place and the court is swirling with intrigue. Into this moment steps 

Hushai the Archite, greeting the usurper while keeping his heart with David. His presence is not 

an accident. The Lord has placed a quiet, wise servant inside the storm. When the public scene 

looks godless, God often works through faithful people in ordinary roles whom he has planted 

exactly where they are.

You may feel like Hushai at work or school. You are surrounded by values that do not prize 

Christ, and your faith can feel small. Scripture reminds you that small is not the same as useless. 

God advances his purpose through steady character, honest work, and whispered prayers. The 

hidden well, the covered lid, the timely message, the midnight crossing. These are not headlines, 

yet they are how providence often moves.



This perspective frees you from the pressure to manufacture outcomes. Your call is to be 

faithful where God has stationed you. He is not wringing his hands. He is weaving his promise. 

Stand where you are, do the next obedient thing, and trust the Lord to carry what you cannot.

Questions:

1.  Where has God stationed you that currently feels spiritually discouraging, and what would 
one small act of faithfulness look like there this week

2.  Who are the unseen servants around you that God might be using, and how could you 
encourage them

3.  What outcomes are you trying to control that you need to entrust to the Lord

Prayer:
Father, thank you for ruling when I cannot see it. Plant me as a faithful presence where you have 

placed me. Give me courage to act, wisdom to wait, and trust to leave outcomes in your hands. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Tuesday: When Counsel Collapses
Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 17:1-14

Devotional:

Ahithophel’s plan is sharp and swift. Humanly speaking, it would likely succeed. Yet Hushai 

counsels a slower path that feeds Absalom’s pride and buys David time. Scripture pulls back the 

curtain. The Lord had ordained to defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel. History does not 

finally turn on human genius but on the will of God.

There is a lesson here for our planning. Wisdom plans, but pride presumes. We should think 

clearly, seek advice, and act decisively. Yet we refuse to worship our plans. God can frustrate 

brilliant strategies and bless humble ones. He governs both visible and hidden events. That is 

not an excuse for passivity. It is an invitation to pray boldly while acting wisely.

You can rest while you work. Take the steps that seem faithful and prudent, then entrust the 

results to the Lord. If he collapses a path you cherished, he is not cruel. He is kind enough to 

spare you from outcomes you cannot see. If he establishes your steps, give him the glory, for he 

alone preserves his anointed.

Questions:

1.  Where are you tempted to trust in a plan more than in the Lord who rules over plans
2.  What would it look like to combine wise action and bold prayer in your present decision
3.  When has God kindly overruled your counsel, and what did you learn



Prayer:
Sovereign Lord, order my steps today. Give me the humility to seek counsel, the courage to act, 

and the faith to accept your answer. Overrule my pride and establish what pleases you. Through 

Christ, Amen.

Wednesday: A Shield You Can See
Scripture Reading: Psalm 3:1-8

Devotional:
Many connect Psalm 3 to David’s flight from Absalom. David cries to God as enemies rise and 

rumors spread that God will not save. Then comes a confession. You, O Lord, are a shield about 

me, my glory, and the lifter of my head. In the narrative, that shield looked like common 

faithfulness. A woman covered a well. Messengers ran. A king crossed the river at night. 

Providence often looks ordinary in real time.

The shield of God in your life may look like a closed door, an honest friend, or a quiet conviction 

that stops you short. It may not feel supernatural, but it is no less divine. In Christ, coincidences 

are providences in work clothes. The Father is not absent from the small. He is active within it.

Therefore resist the despair that says nothing is happening. Pray Psalm 3 with concrete 

gratitude. Name the lids, wells, and crossings in your story. Ask the Lord to lift your head, not by 

removing every trouble, but by helping you see his hand within it. The shield you can see will 

often be the small mercy you nearly missed.

Questions:

1.  Identify three ordinary mercies from the past month that now look like God’s shield. What 
are they

2.  Where do rumors or fears say that God will not save, and how does Psalm 3 answer them
3.  How might gratitude reshape the way you speak about your present trial

Prayer:
Shielding God, lift my head today. Open my eyes to ordinary mercies and strengthen my heart to 

trust you. Let your blessing be on your people, and teach me to rest because you sustain me. In 

Jesus’ name, Amen.

Thursday: The King Weeps



Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 18:31-33

Devotional:

When David hears that Absalom is dead, he breaks with a cry that shakes the gate. O my son 

Absalom. Would I had died instead of you. This is the sorrow of a father who could not save his 

rebel son. The pathos is holy and human. It names what sin destroys and what love longs to do.

The gospel meets us here. David wished. Jesus did. While we were enemies we were reconciled 

to God by the death of his Son. The obedient Son was lifted on a tree for those who had lifted 

their fists at God. He became a curse to redeem the cursed and to clothe rebels in 

righteousness. The spear that ended a traitor’s life becomes, at Calvary, the witness to a Savior’s 

cleansing blood and water.

If you carry Absalom’s pride, come down from the oak before it carries you where you never 

meant to go. If you carry David’s ache, bring your would that I had to the One who truly had died 

and did. If you carry Joab’s zeal without submission, lay down the spear. In the kingdom of 

Christ, results without obedience injure the work.

Questions:

1.  What grief or regret are you carrying that you need to bring to the cross today
2.  Where is pride promising more than it can deliver, and what would repentance look like
3.  In what situation do you need to choose obedience over short term results

Prayer:
Merciful Savior, thank you for dying in the place of rebels like me. Heal my pride, comfort my 

grief, and correct my zeal. Teach me the gentleness of obedience and the courage of faith. Amen.

Friday: Where Mercy and Justice 
Meet
Scripture Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:21

Devotional:
David’s story points beyond itself to a greater King. God preserved David not because David was 

flawless, but because God’s promise to raise a true Son of David could not fail. At the cross the 

promise reaches its fullness. He made him who knew no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 

might become the righteousness of God. Mercy and justice meet without compromise.



This truth steadies unraveled lives. Your footing is not your performance. Your footing is Christ’s 

finished work. When accusations crowd your mind, answer them with this exchange. Christ took 

what was mine and gave me what is his. I am not defined by the worst thing I have done nor by 

the hardest thing I have suffered. I am defined by union with the crucified and risen King.

From that footing you can walk in new obedience. You are not trying to earn a place. You are 

living from the place grace has given. That is why repentance is hopeful rather than hopeless. 

You turn from sin not to get God to love you, but because he already does in Christ. The King 

stands for you and the King lives within you.

Questions:

1.  What accusing voice do you need to answer with the truth of 2 Corinthians 5:21
2.  How does starting from acceptance in Christ change the way you approach repentance
3.  What next small faithful step flows from the righteousness you have received

Prayer:
Holy God, thank you that in Christ I am clothed in righteousness not my own. Silence the 

accuser, strengthen my faith, and lead me into glad obedience. Through Jesus my substitute and 

my life, Amen.

Saturday: Steps of Restoration
Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 19:16-23 and 30-39

Devotional:

As David returns, he meets Shimei, Mephibosheth, and Barzillai. He pardons an enemy, 

reconsiders a hasty judgment, and honors a faithful friend by blessing Chimham. Restoration is 

rarely one sweeping moment. It is a series of merciful choices. Pardon. Patient justice. Gratitude. 

These practices mend a people.

The greater King fulfills the pattern. Jesus crossed death and returned in resurrection to gather 

a divided humanity. He is our peace, breaking down hostility and making one new family. In him, 

mercy does not ignore justice and justice does not cancel mercy. The cross satisfies judgment 

and opens the door to reconciliation.

So what are your first steps. Name a Shimei to forgive. Revisit a decision you made under 

pressure and say the hard sentence, I was wrong. Please forgive me. Publicly thank a Barzillai 

who strengthened you in lean times. You may not change a nation, but you can repair trust in 

your home, church, and friendships.



Questions:

1.  Who is the Shimei you need to pardon, and what concrete action could you take this 
weekend

2.  Where do you need to practice patient justice by admitting haste or seeking new facts
3.  Who is your Barzillai, and how will you honor them today

Prayer:
Prince of Peace, teach me the ways of restoration. Give me courage to pardon, humility to 

pursue patient justice, and gratitude that honors the faithful. Make me an instrument of your 

peace. Amen.

If you would like these devotionals formatted for print or laid out as a one-page weekly handout, 

say the word and I will place them into a clean template you can share.


