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DEVOTIONS

Yesterday we walked through the “gallery” of David’s closing chapters in 2 Samuel and saw how 

God used every scene of his life to point beyond David to Christ. We considered first that when 

God disciplined His people in the famine of chapter 21, He exposed long-ignored sin to show 

that real guilt required real repentance and repair, and we saw how this pointed us to Jesus, the 

better King, who bore our guilt at the cross so that discipline for believers became a Father’s 

loving work, not condemnation. Then we looked at the battles and the song in chapters 21 and 

22, where God raised up others to protect “the lamp of Israel,” taught us that courage was 

shared, and led us to join David in confessing that every deliverance belonged to the Lord and 

ultimately to Christ, our Champion who triumphed over sin, death, and the devil. Finally, in 

chapter 23, we heard David’s Spirit-given vision of righteous rule that felt like morning light and 

gentle rain, anchored in God’s everlasting covenant and fulfilled in Jesus, and we saw in the list 

of mighty men, including Uriah, a call to honest grace, quiet loyalty, and steady, Christ-centered 

service; so we ended by urging one another that when God disciplines, we repent, when God 

delivers, we praise, and because God reigns in Christ, we gladly serve.

Monday: The Center of the Gallery
Scripture Reading: 

2 Samuel 22:1-4

Devotional:

Imagine your life as an art gallery, every memory and season framed on the walls. Some frames 

hold victories, others failures, some quiet stretches of ordinary days. The question is not 

whether there are dark corners, but what hangs in the center. For David, near the end of his life, 

the centerpiece is clear: "The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer." As he looks 

back, he does not see himself as the hero of his own story. He sees a faithful God who has 

carried him through enemies, sorrows, and sins that should have destroyed him.



These closing scenes of 2 Samuel function like a carefully curated exhibit. Famine, battle, song, 

oracle, names, and wounds sit beside each other on purpose. The Holy Spirit arranges them to 

show that God wastes nothing. Every scene reaches back to God's covenant promise in 2 Samuel 

7 and leans forward to the greater Son of David, Jesus Christ. When we understand that, our 

own stories begin to come into focus. The scattered frames of our lives are not random; they are 

held together by the promises and mercy of God.

So as you begin this week, ask what holds your story together. Is it your career, your reputation, 

your pain, your regrets, or the faithfulness of God in Christ? A legacy that honors Jesus is not 

built on perfection but on trust. It is built as ordinary people, with very real sins and scars, cling 

to an extraordinary Savior who has never failed them.

Reflection Questions

1.  If your life were a gallery, what would currently be in the center, and what do you want in the 
center?

2.  Where can you look back and clearly see that God has been your rock and deliverer?
3.  How might remembering God's past faithfulness reshape the way you face the present 

week?

Prayer

Lord, You are my rock and my fortress and my deliverer. Thank You for holding all the scattered 

pieces of my story in Your wise and loving hands. Forgive me for the moments when I put myself, 

my fears, or my failures at the center instead of You. This week, reframe my heart. Let the cross 

and resurrection of Jesus be the centerpiece of my thoughts, decisions, and desires. Teach me 

to trust that You waste nothing and that Your covenant love in Christ is the thread running 

through it all. In Jesus' name, amen.

Tuesday: When God Exposes, We 
Return
Scripture Reading: 

2 Samuel 21:1 

Devotional:



The famine in David's day did not lift for three long years. Only then do we read, "And David 

sought the face of the Lord." He does not shrug, blame the weather, or invent a clever 

explanation. He draws near to God and asks what is wrong. The Lord exposes buried guilt: Saul's 

violent breach of covenant with the Gibeonites. This is hard to read. It reminds us that 

leadership sins are never small, covenant breaking harms real people, and God takes 

faithfulness seriously. Yet it is also mercy when God shines light on what we would rather ignore.

In our lives, lingering trouble or unrest does not always mean specific sin, but it should always 

invite searching. Not neurotic self-condemnation, but humble availability: "Lord, is there 

anything in me, in us, that needs to be brought into the light?" Repentance is not mainly a 

feeling; it is a response. It is confession, turning from what God calls evil, and repairing what can 

be repaired. Proverbs 28:13 says, "Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he 

who confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy." That promise still stands.

For those in Christ, discipline is never payback for sin already judged at the cross. It is a Father's 

determined love shaping His children to share His holiness. Hebrews 12 tells us He disciplines 

those He loves, for our good. So when God exposes something in you, do not stall, spin, or 

defend. Go quickly to the cross where justice has fallen on Jesus and mercy is open to you. A 

legacy that honors Christ is not a spotless record but a pattern of honest, decisive repentance.

Reflection Questions

1.  Is there any area right now where God is nudging you to stop explaining and start 
confessing?

2.  How does knowing that discipline comes from a loving Father change the way you think 
about conviction and correction?

3.  Are there any practical steps of repair or reconciliation you have been delaying that you 
need to take before God today?

Prayer

Father, search me and know me. Where I have concealed sin, excused sin, or minimized its harm, 

bring it into Your light. Thank You that in Christ my hope is not in my record but in His. Help me 

repent quickly and thoroughly, not to earn Your love, but because I already have it in Jesus. 

Where repair is needed, give me humility and courage. Shape my legacy to be one of honesty, 

holiness, and trust in Your mercy. In Jesus' name, amen.



Wednesday: Rizpah and the God 
Who Sees
Scripture Reading: 

2 Samuel 21:10-14

Devotional:

On a lonely hill, Rizpah spreads sackcloth on a rock and keeps vigil over the bodies of her 

executed sons. From harvest until the rains, she drives away birds and beasts, refusing to 

abandon them to shame. Her grief is fierce, costly, and unseen by most. Yet her perseverance 

moves the heart of the king. David responds by gathering the bones of Saul, Jonathan, and the 

fallen sons to bury them with honor. Then the text says, "After that God responded to the plea 

for the land." Justice and mercy stand together, and heaven has not been indifferent to a 

grieving mother on a hillside.

Rizpah's story reaches into our own hidden sorrows. Some who are reading this carry grief that 

others have forgotten. You have prayed for a prodigal, watched over a suffering child, mourned a 

loss, or remained faithful in a place that feels unseen. The world applauds what is loud and 

visible. God sees sackcloth on lonely rocks. He attends to the tears that no one else notices. In 

His timing, He weaves sorrow and righteousness into purposes bigger than we can see from the 

hillside.

At the same time, Rizpah's witness calls the people of God to honor the brokenhearted. A Christ-

shaped legacy does not rush past grief, nor speak carelessly about judgment. We stand with the 

wounded, lend our voices where dignity has been denied, and act where repair is possible. 

Above all, we remember the One who bore our shame outside the city so that no grief, no guilt, 

and no grave has the final word.

Reflection Questions

1.  Where do you feel most unseen in your faithfulness or your grief, and how does Rizpah's 
story encourage you?

2.  Is there someone in your life whose sorrow or costly love you have overlooked and need to 
honor with presence or help?

3.  How does the cross of Christ assure you that God sees, remembers, and redeems what feels 
wasted?

Prayer



God of all comfort, thank You for seeing Rizpah on the hill and for seeing us in our hidden places. 

Draw near to every heart that is weary, grieving, or tempted to believe their tears do not matter. 

Let the compassion of Christ steady and sustain us. Open our eyes to those around us who 

stand alone in their pain, and move us to act with mercy and honor. Use even our sorrows as 

seeds of hope in Your hands. In Jesus, our Man of Sorrows and risen Lord, we pray. Amen.

Thursday: Shared Battles, Shared 
Praise
Scripture Reading: 

2 Samuel 21:15-17

Devotional:

David grows old, and in one battle a descendant of the giants comes close to killing him. The 

danger is real, and it is Abishai who steps in, strikes the enemy, and saves the king. Afterward, 

David's men say, "You shall no longer go out with us to battle, lest you quench the lamp of 

Israel." Here is a tender picture of wisdom and loyalty. The lamp of Israel is protected, not by one 

man's strength, but by a company of faithful friends who refuse to let him stand alone on the 

front line.

These stories of giant-killers remind us that God delights to spread courage through a body, not 

just a hero. The God who used David now uses Sibbecai, Elhanan, Jonathan, and others. Victory 

over the enemy is not a one-man legend, but a shared testimony of God's power working 

through many hands. In the same way, in Christ, the weight of the kingdom never rests on one 

weary set of shoulders. Christ is the true Champion, and He appoints brothers and sisters 

around us to help keep our lamp from going out.

Your "giant" may be addiction, anxiety, illness, hidden sin, or a calling that feels beyond you. You 

were never meant to face it alone. Humble faith receives help and offers help. A text, a call, a 

visit, a sincere prayer, a word of Scripture spoken in love is often the way God upholds us. As we 

support one another, we echo David's later song: "The Lord lives, and blessed be my rock." Every 

shared victory leads us not to congratulate ourselves, but to praise the God who rescues.

Reflection Questions

1.  Where are you trying to fight alone when you need to invite others into the battle?
2.  Who are the "Abishais" God has used in your life, and how can you thank or encourage them?



3.  How can you be more intentional this week about strengthening someone else's faith?

Prayer

Living Lord, thank You for the people You place around us to help bear our burdens. Forgive my 

pride that hesitates to ask for help or my neglect that forgets to offer it. Show me where I need 

to invite others into my struggles, and show me whom I can stand beside in theirs. Use our 

shared weakness to display Your strength and to kindle praise that goes to You alone. Keep the 

lamps of Your people burning bright. In Jesus' name, amen.

Friday: The Beauty of Righteous 
Leadership
Scripture Reading: 

2 Samuel 23:1-4

Devotional:

As David's life draws to a close, the Spirit of the Lord puts one more oracle on his tongue, a 

vision of what godly rule looks like. "When one rules justly over men, ruling in the fear of God, he 

dawns on them like the morning light, like the sun shining forth on a cloudless morning, like rain 

that makes grass to sprout from the earth." True leadership, under God, is not crushing or self-

serving. It is bright, life-giving, refreshing. Under such care, people are not used; they are 

nourished.

We ache for this kind of leadership in homes, churches, workplaces, and nations. David knew 

that he had not always embodied it, yet he clung to the everlasting covenant God had made with 

his house. That promise ultimately finds its fulfillment, not in David's best days, but in Jesus 

Christ, the perfect King. He rules with absolute righteousness and unending compassion. Where 

He is trusted and obeyed, light pushes back darkness and living water soaks the dry ground of 

weary hearts.

For us, this oracle becomes both comfort and calling. Comfort, because our lives are held under 

the reign of a King whose justice is pure and whose mercy is endless. Calling, because wherever 

we wield influence, we are to reflect His character. Parents, pastors, managers, teachers, 

servants in the church, all are summoned to lead in the fear of God, so that those around us 

taste something of morning light and gentle rain when they are under our care.



Reflection Questions

1.  How does David's description of righteous rule challenge your assumptions about power 
and authority?

2.  Where has God given you influence, and how can you make your presence more like morning 
light than heavy shadow?

3.  How does it encourage you to know that Jesus, not any human leader, has the final word 
over your life?

Prayer

King Jesus, thank You that You reign with perfect righteousness and steadfast love. Where I lead 

or influence others, forgive me for any harshness, selfishness, or neglect that misrepresents You. 

Teach me to fear God in such a way that my decisions bring light and refreshment to others. Let 

my home, my church, and my relationships bear witness that You are the true King whose rule is 

good. Make my leadership, however small, an echo of Your own. In Your name I pray, amen.

Saturday: Known by the King
Scripture Reading: 

2 Samuel 23:8-39

Devotional:

The closing verses of 2 Samuel list the names of David's mighty men. Some performed stunning 

acts of courage. Others we know little about beyond their place in the list. Hidden near the end 

stands a painful name: "Uriah the Hittite." God does not edit him out. His presence keeps us from 

polishing David into a flawless hero. David's story is glory and guilt, failure and forgiveness, and 

God's grace stretches over all of it. The list of names reminds us that God sees courageous 

loyalty, records costly obedience, and does not hide the wounds through which His mercy 

shines.

These men did not grasp for David's throne. They were content to serve the Lord's anointed, 

whether or not anyone applauded. Their greatness was not in platform but in faithfulness. In 

Christ, this pattern is fulfilled and magnified. Jesus, the Son of David, is gathering a people 

whose joy is not to rival His throne, but to serve under His reign. Many of His most precious 

servants are unknown on earth, but fully known in heaven. Their prayers, sacrifices, and quiet 

steadfastness are never forgotten by the King.



Your legacy in Christ will not ultimately be measured by how widely your name is recognized, but 

by whether your life pointed to His. The question is not, "Will the world remember me?" but, "Am 

I walking in loyalty to the Lord who remembers my name?" In Jesus, even forgiven failures like 

David, even stories with painful chapters like Uriah's, are folded into a greater story of 

redemption. To belong to this King is to have your name written where it matters most.

Reflection Questions

1.  Are you more concerned with being noticed by people or being known as faithful before 
God?

2.  What small, unseen acts of obedience might God be calling you to continue or begin today?
3.  How does the mention of Uriah's name help you deal honestly with sin and rest confidently 

in grace?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You that You are the faithful King who sees and remembers Your people. Free 

me from the need to build my own name. Teach me to be content as Your servant, doing quiet, 

durable, Godward things for Your glory. Where my story includes failure or pain, let Your mercy 

be clearly seen. Write my name on Your heart and keep my eyes fixed on You, the author and 

perfecter of my faith. I entrust my legacy to Your hands. In Your strong and loving name, amen.


