On Sunday we looked at the final chapter of 2 Samuel and saw that David’s story did not end
with a victory, but with an altar. We traced how David, no longer the young shepherd but a
seasoned king, drifted from trusting the Lord to trusting numbers and strength, and how his
pride in counting the people brought severe judgment on Israel. We saw God’s mercy in the
middle of wrath, as the plague was stopped and the angel’s hand was stayed, and we listened as
David offered himself for the people and then refused to offer to the Lord what cost him
nothing. Finally, we lifted our eyes to Christ, the greater Son of David, who did what David could
only desire, bearing the full weight of God’s wrath at the cross so that the plague of sin would be
stopped once for all. We ended by hearing again God’s invitation to draw near to the throne of
grace with confidence, resting not in our own strength or numbers, but in the costly mercy given
to us in Jesus Christ.

Monday: Where We Put Our Trust

Scripture Reading:

2 Samuel 24:1-4

Devotional:

David did not wake up one morning and suddenly become a proud man. The drift happened
slowly. The young shepherd who once ran toward Goliath with nothing but a sling and the name
of the Lord had become a king with a vast army and a long list of victories. When the thought
came to number Israel and Judah, it did not sound outrageous. It sounded reasonable, strategic,
even wise. Yet beneath the surface, the census was not about wisdom but about where David
placed his trust.

The text hints at David’s heart. He wanted to "know the number of the people." This was not a
shepherd protecting the weak. This was a king savoring his strength. Even Joab, who was hardly



a model of godliness, could smell the pride and asked, "Why does my lord the king delight in this
thing?" The delight was the problem. David was beginning to find his security and identity in
what he could count and control, instead of in the God who had always fought for him.

We face the same temptation, only with different tools. We count savings accounts, followers,
attendance, degrees, or accomplishments, and we quietly tell ourselves, "Now | am safe. Now |
matter" Numbers are not evil in themselves, but they are seductive. They whisper promises that
only God can keep. Today, the Lord invites us to ask a hard question: where have | shifted my
trust from the invisible God to visible strength?

Reflection Questions:

1. Where are you most tempted to measure your worth or security by numbers rather than by
the promises of God?

2. How might Joab’s question, "Why do you delight in this thing?" expose a place where your
heart is savoring the wrong comfort?

3. What would it look like, in one concrete area of your life, to return to the posture of the
young David who said, "The battle is the Lord’s"?

Prayer:

Lord God, you know how easily my heart drifts from trusting you to trusting what | can count.
Forgive me for the ways | have delighted in my own strength, resources, and reputation more
than in your sufficiency. Expose the subtle forms of pride that feel reasonable to me. Bring me
back to the simple, solid ground of relying on you alone. Teach me to say again from the heart,
"The battle is the Lord’s." In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Tuesday: When the Heart Finally
Wakes Up

Scripture Reading::
2 Samuel 24:10

Devotional:

The census is complete. The numbers are in. One million three hundred thousand fighting men
stand on the page. We can almost imagine David unrolling the report, feeling his chest swell with
pride, picturing what such a force could accomplish. Then, without warning, everything changes.



"David’s heart struck him after he had numbered the people." The conscience that had been
sleepy suddenly wakes up and swings like a hammer.

This moment is a gift, not a curse. When the Lord allows your heart to "smite" you, he is not
playing with you. He is rescuing you. David does not defend himself or offer excuses about
leadership pressures or military necessity. He says, "l have sinned greatly in what | have done"
and "l have done very foolishly." True repentance does not negotiate or minimize. It names sin
clearly and then throws itself on the mercy of God: "Please take away the iniquity of your
servant.”

We are often tempted to silence conviction quickly. We medicate it with distractions, justify it
with explanations, or drown it with busyness. Yet conviction is a mercy. It is the shepherd’s staff
tapping us back from the edge of the cliff. When your heart is struck over pride, bitterness,
dishonesty, or coldness toward God, that is not God abandoning you. That is God coming after
you. The worst thing he could do would be to let you feel nothing at all.

Reflection Questions:

1. Canyouremember a time when your heart was suddenly "struck" over something you had
done or left undone? How did you respond?
2. Where might you be trying to quiet conviction instead of bringing it honestly to the Lord in

confession?
3. How does David’s simple, honest prayer of confession give you words to bring your own sin

to God today?

Prayer:

Merciful Father, thank you that you do not leave me comfortable in my sin. Thank you for the
painful kindness of conviction. When my heart is struck, keep me from justifying myself or
running away. Give me grace to say with David, "l have sinned greatly" and "l have done very
foolishly." Teach me to believe that your mercy is greater than my guilt, and that only you can
take away the iniquity that weighs on me. Through Jesus Christ, my Savior. Amen.

Wednesday: Falling into the Hand
of the Lord

Scripture:

2 Samuel 24:14-16



Devotional:

Few scenes in Scripture are as sobering as David choosing between three forms of judgment.
Famine, war, or plague. All three are terrible. All will wound the people he loves. David’s answer is
not clever, but it is full of faith: "Let us fall into the hand of the Lord, for his mercy is great; but
let me not fall into the hand of man." He does not deny that discipline must come. He simply
chooses whose hand he will land in.

The pestilence that follows is devastating. Seventy thousand lives are lost. These are not
statistics but households, stories, and names. Judgment is real. Sin kills. Pride and self reliance
are not minor missteps but lethal poisons in the life of God’s people. Yet even as the angel
stretches out his hand toward Jerusalem, a word breaks in from God: "It is enough; now stay
your hand." The same God who sends judgment also sets its boundary. He is just, and he is
merciful.

Many of us know what it is to feel the heavy hand of God’s discipline. Perhaps it came through a
painful consequence, a shattered plan, or a season of deep humbling. In those times, it is easy to
see only the rod and not the Father who holds it. This passage reminds us that it is always safer
to fall into the Lord’s hand than into any other. His hand may wound, but it never maims for
sport. He says "enough" at the exact point where his good purposes are fulfilled.

Reflection Questions:

1. When you think about God’s discipline, do you tend to see it more as cruelty or as severe
mercy? Why?

2. Are there places in your life where you sense the Lord saying "enough," calling you away
from a path that leads to destruction?

3. How might trusting that "his mercy is great" change the way you walk through a season of
correction or loss?

Prayer:

Lord, your judgments are righteous, and your mercy is great. When | face the consequences of
my sin or feel your heavy hand of discipline, keep me from running to the false refuge of human
approval or self defense. Teach me, like David, to fall into your hand, trusting your heart even
when | do not understand your ways. Thank you that you know when to say, "It is enough." Hold
me, correct me, and restore me as a Father who loves his child. In Christ’s name. Amen.



Thursday: The Shepherd Who
Offers Himself

Scripture Reading:

John 10:11

Devotional:

As the angel stands poised over Jerusalem, David sees what is happening and cries out, "Behold,
| have sinned, and | have done wickedly. But these sheep, what have they done? Please let your
hand be against me and against my father’s house." Here, the shepherd’s heart rises in him. He
cannot bear to see the flock suffer for his sin. He longs to stand between the people and the
blow, to be struck so that they might be spared.

David’s desire is noble, but he cannot fulfill it. He is himself under judgment. He is a guilty king,
not an innocent substitute. His prayer, however, points forward to another Son of David. Jesus
stands before us and says, "l am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for
the sheep." What David could only wish, Christ accomplishes. He does not simply offer to have
the hand of wrath fall on him. He actually bears it at the cross.

This is the heart of the gospel. We are the ones who have wandered, the stubborn sheep, the
people whose sins deserve judgment. Yet our King is also our Shepherd. He steps into our place,
not in sentiment but in reality. On the hill outside Jerusalem, he does not see an angel’s sword
raised and stayed. He drinks the cup of wrath to the bottom. The plague of sin that should have
swept us away is stopped at his cross. Today, if you doubt whether God intends mercy for you,
look at the Shepherd who laid down his life and know that you are not an afterthought to him.

Reflection Questions:

1. How does David’s cry, "These sheep, what have they done?" help you feel the compassion of
a true shepherd’s heart?

2. In what ways have you struggled to believe that Jesus, the Good Shepherd, laid down his life
personally for you and not just for a faceless crowd?

3. How might your view of leadership in the church and in your home change if you took
seriously this pattern of the shepherd who steps forward to bear cost for the good of
others?

Prayer:



Lord Jesus, Good Shepherd, thank you that you did what David could only dream. You stepped
forward to take the blow that should have fallen on me. You laid down your life for the sheep, for
your wandering and stubborn people, for me. When | am tempted to doubt your love, turn my
eyes again to your cross. Make me a person who reflects your shepherd heart, ready to bear cost
for the good of others. In your strong and gentle name | pray. Amen.

Friday: Worship That Costs
Something

Scripture:

2 Samuel 24:24-25

Devotional:

When David reaches the threshing floor of Araunah, the path seems clear and easy. Araunah
offers everything at no charge: the land, the oxen, the wood. It is a king’s gift to a king. Yet David
refuses. "No, but | will buy it from you for a price. | will not offer burnt offerings to the Lord my
God that cost me nothing." He understands that while grace is free, it is never cheap. To treat
mercy lightly would be to misunderstand it entirely.

The altar David builds is not a sentimental gesture. Burnt offerings are for atonement, where a
substitute dies to turn aside wrath. Peace offerings celebrate restored fellowship with God. First
atonement, then peace. First the seriousness of sin, then the joy of reconciliation. David insists
on feeling the cost of the sacrifice in his own hands. He will not stand at the edge as a spectator
while someone else bears all the cost of his worship.

In Christ, the great cost has already been paid in full. We do not buy forgiveness. Yet when grace
truly grips us, it never produces a casual response. Worship that flows from real repentance will
be costly. It might be costly in time, energy, money, reputation, or comfort. It will certainly be
costly in pride. The question is not whether our worship earns mercy, but whether our worship
reflects the weight of the mercy we have received.

Reflection Questions:

1. Arethere areas in your worship and service to God where you are tempted to give him what
costs you little or nothing?



2. How does David’s refusal to offer "costless" sacrifice challenge your view of generosity,
service, or obedience?

3. What is one concrete way you can respond to God’s mercy this week that will require real
sacrifice and not just spare margin?

Prayer:

Holy God, you did not spare your own Son but gave him up for us all. Forgive me for the times |
have treated your mercy lightly and offered you only what was easy to give. Teach me to say with
David, "l will not offer to the Lord my God what costs me nothing." Let the memory of Christ’s
costly love shape my giving, my serving, and my obedience. Make my whole life an altar of
gratitude. Through Jesus Christ my Lord. Amen.

Saturday: Drawing Near to the
Throne of Grace

Scripture:

Hebrews 4:14-16

Devotional:

The story in 2 Samuel 24 ends with God saying, "It is enough; now stay your hand," and with an
altar that points forward to a greater place where wrath and mercy will meet. Centuries later, on
another hill in the same region, the final Son of David bore the full weight of judgment. At the
cross, God’s "enough" resounded in a deeper way. His justice was satisfied, and the plague of sin
was decisively answered in the death of his Son.

Hebrews lifts our eyes from David’s altar to that finished work and invites us to respond. We
have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God. He is not
remote or indifferent. He has been tempted in every respect as we are, yet without sin. Because
of that, we are told to "draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find
grace to help in time of need." The place that should have been a throne of judgment has
become, for those in Christ, a throne of grace.

Many of us live as if God is still holding a sword over our heads, reluctant to receive us. We walk
in a fog of vague guilt or anxious striving. Hebrews tells us that if we belong to Christ, the sword
has already fallen on him and will not fall on us. The curtain is torn. The way is open. Your needs,



your weaknesses, your failures, and your fears are not reasons to stay away. They are reasons to
come. The very places where you feel most helpless are the places where his throne is most
ready to give you help.

Reflection Questions:

1. When you picture God’s posture toward you today, do you imagine a throne of judgment or a
throne of grace? Why?

2. What "time of need" are you facing right now where you especially need to receive mercy
and find grace?

3. How can you practice drawing near this week, not just in theory but through specific habits
of prayer, Scripture, and honest confession?

Prayer:

Gracious Father, thank you that in Jesus Christ you have turned the place of judgment into a
throne of grace. Thank you that the plague of sin has been stopped at the cross, and that your
final word over your peopleis "It is enough." Help me to believe that | am welcome in your
presence, not because of my performance but because of my great High Priest. Teach me to
draw near with confidence, bringing my needs, my sins, and my fears to you. Let me receive
mercy and find grace to help in this time of need. In the strong name of Jesus | pray. Amen.



