Daily Devotionals:

On Sunday, we began a new sermon series on the Sermon on the Mount by laying a foundation
for understanding Jesus’ transformative teachings. Drawing from Matthew 4:17-5:1, we reflected
on Jesus’ bold call to “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” This call was not merely
about feeling remorse but about a radical reorientation of life toward God. We considered how
Jesus, fresh from His victory over temptation in the wilderness, stepped into a broken and
divided world to proclaim a kingdom of healing, restoration, and hope—a kingdom unlike any the
world had known. This kingdom, rooted in God’s love and grace, invites the weary and burdened
to find rest and transformation. Jesus’ call to repent, commit, and proclaim challenges us today
to turn from sin, embrace Him as King, and live under His rule. As we prepare to dive deeper into
the Sermon on the Mount, we are invited to respond to His words with faith, obedience, and a
renewed commitment to share the good news of His kingdom.

Monday: The Call to Repentance

Scripture Reading:

“From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” -
Matthew 4:17

Devotional:

Jesus’ first message was simple: Repent. This word signifies a change in direction—a complete
turnaround in heart, mind, and life. Repentance is more than feeling sorry for past actions; itis a
decisive shift away from sin and toward God. When Jesus proclaimed the arrival of the kingdom
of heaven, He called people to align their lives with this new reality.

Repentance was revolutionary for Jesus’ audience. The Pharisees relied on rule-keeping, the
Sadducees compromised with power, and the Zealots sought liberation through violence. To
each group, Jesus’ call was clear: their hearts must change. He challenged them to abandon



false securities and embrace the transforming power of His kingdom. Today, His call remains the
same. Whether we trust in material wealth, personal achievements, or human relationships,
Jesus calls us to lay these down and turn wholly to Him.

Repentance is not a one-time act but a continual process of reorienting ourselves toward God. It
is a daily decision to trust Jesus as King and to surrender every part of our lives to His authority.
As we embark on this journey through the Sermon on the Mount, let us begin by asking: Where
do | need to repent? Where do | need to turn back to God?

Reflection/Discussion Questions:

1. What false securities or priorities might you need to surrender to embrace the kingdom of
God?

2. How does Jesus’ call to repentance challenge your assumptions about what it means to follow
Him?

3. Why do you think repentance is foundational to entering God’s kingdom?
Prayer:

Lord, search my heart and reveal any areas where | need to turn back to You. Help me to
surrender my false securities and trust wholly in Your grace and truth. Teach me to walk daily in
repentance, living as a citizen of Your kingdom. Amen.

Tuesday: The Kingdom’s Invitation

Scripture Reading:

“And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and | will make you fishers of men.” Matthew 4:19
Devotional:

Jesus’ invitation to Simon Peter and Andrew was as startling as it was life-changing. He called
them to leave behind their nets—their livelihood, security, and identity—and follow Him. His
promise was even more remarkable: He would transform them into fishers of men, participants
in His divine mission to bring others into the kingdom of God.

This invitation speaks to us today. Jesus doesn’t call the equipped; He equips the called. Like
Peter and Andrew, we may feel unqualified orill-prepared to take part in His mission, but His
grace is sufficient. When we step out in faith, leaving behind what holds us back, we find purpose
and fulfillment in serving His kingdom.



The call to follow Jesus is both personal and communal. It’s an invitation to a transformed life
and to join His work of restoration in the world. As we reflect on His call, let us consider: What is
Jesus asking me to leave behind so that | can fully follow Him? How can | join His mission to
bring others into His kingdom?

Reflection/Discussion Questions:

1. What does it mean for you to “leave your nets” and follow Jesus?

2. How does Jesus equip those who respond to His call?

3. Who in your life might God be calling you to share His love and kingdom with?
Prayer:

Lord Jesus, thank You for calling me to follow You. Help me to let go of anything that holds me
back from fully embracing Your mission. Equip me to share Your love and truth with others, and
use my life for Your glory. Amen.

Wednesday: The Kingdom’s Compassion

Scripture Reading:

“And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of
the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people.” - Matthew 4:23

Devotional:

Jesus’ ministry was marked by compassion. He proclaimed the good news of the kingdom, but
He didn’t stop there—He addressed the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of the people.
His healing touch and life-giving words demonstrated that the kingdom of God is one of
restoration and wholeness.

The kingdom Jesus proclaimed is not distant or detached. It meets people where they are,
addressing their deepest needs and bringing hope to the brokenhearted. As His followers, we are
called to embody this same compassion. We proclaim the kingdom not only through our words
but also through our actions, reflecting His love to a world in need.

What does it mean for us to live as agents of God’s kingdom today? It means opening our eyes to
the needs around us and being willing to extend the healing touch of Christ through acts of
kindness, service, and grace. As we do, we bear witness to the reality of His kingdom breaking
into our world.



Reflection/Discussion Questions:

1. How does Jesus’ compassion for the broken challenge you to reflect His love to others?
2. What practical ways can you demonstrate the kingdom’s values in your daily life?

3. How does your understanding of the kingdom shape your view of service and outreach?
Prayer:

Father, thank You for Your compassion that meets me in my need. Teach me to see others
through Your eyes and to serve with a heart that reflects Your love. Use me to bring healing and
hope to those around me. Amen.

Thursday: A Kingdom for All

Scripture Reading:

“So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with
various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, those having seizures, and paralytics,
and he healed them.” Matthew 4:24

Devotional

Jesus’ ministry broke through barriers of race, class, and status. The sick, the marginalized, and
the oppressed flocked to Him because they found in Him what the world could not give: hope,
healing, and dignity. His kingdom is for everyone, not just the privileged or the religious elite.

This radical inclusivity is central to the gospel. In Christ, there is no division—whether Jew or
Gentile, rich or poor, male or female. His kingdom invites all who are weary and burdened to
come and find rest. As citizens of this kingdom, we are called to extend the same invitation to
others, welcoming them with open arms.

Who in your life might need to hear this message of hope and belonging? How can you reflect
the inclusive love of Jesus in your relationships and community? His kingdom is a place where
the broken are restored and the outcast is embraced, and He calls us to be His ambassadors of
this good news.

Reflection/Discussion Questions:
1. What does Jesus’ inclusivity teach us about the nature of His kingdom?

2. How can you create an environment of belonging for those who feel marginalized?



3. Who in your life might God be calling you to invite into His kingdom?
Prayer:

Lord, thank You for a kingdom that welcomes all who come. Help me to reflect Your love and
inclusivity in my life, breaking down barriers and drawing others to You. Use me to bring hope to
those who feel forgotten or excluded. Amen.

Friday: A Kingdom Worth Everything

Scripture Reading:

“The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of
great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.” Matthew 13:45-46

Devotional:

The kingdom of heaven is the pearl of great price. Its value surpasses everything else in our lives,
yet its cost is surrender. Jesus calls us to seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, promising
that all other needs will be met in Him.

For the disciples, following Jesus meant leaving behind their nets, their families, and their
comfort. For us, it may mean surrendering control, ambitions, or material possessions. Yet what
we gain in Christ far outweighs anything we give up. His kingdom offers joy, peace, and purpose
that the world cannot match.

What lesser pearls are you holding onto that hinder your full pursuit of God’s kingdom? Are you
willing to lay them down, trusting in His promise that what you gain is infinitely greater? The
invitation to follow Jesus is costly, but it leads to abundant life.

Reflection/Discussion Questions:

1. What does the parable of the pearl teach about the value of God’s kingdom?

2. What might God be asking you to surrender to seek His kingdom fully?

3. How have you experienced the abundant life that comes from prioritizing Christ?
Prayer:

Jesus, You are the pearl of great price, and Your kingdom is worth everything. Help me to let go
of anything that competes for my heart’s allegiance. Teach me to seek You first, trusting that in
You, | will find all | need. Amen.



Saturday: Building on the Rock

Scripture Reading:

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built
his house on the rock.” - Matthew 7:24

Devotional:

Jesus concludes the Sermon on the Mount with a challenge: hearing His words is not enough; we
must act on them. A life built on His teaching is like a house on a rock—unshakable in the face of
life’s storms.

This is the essence of kingdom living: obedience. It’s not about perfection but about a posture of
surrender and trust. As we hear His words, we must ask ourselves, Am | building my life on the
unshakable foundation of Christ’s truth, or on the shifting sands of worldly values?

Storms will come—trials, temptations, and challenges—but a life anchored in Jesus will endure.
As we close this week, let us commit to not only hearing His words but living them, trusting that
His way leads to lasting joy and eternal security.

Reflection/Discussion Questions:

1. How can you actively live out the teachings of Jesus in your daily life?
2. What does it mean to build your life on the rock of Christ?

3. How has God helped you stand firm during life’s storms?

Prayer:

Lord, | want to build my life on the solid foundation of Your truth. Help me to hear Your words
and put them into action. Strengthen my faith so that | may stand firm in every storm, glorifying
You in all I do. Amen.



