Daily Devotionals

On Sunday, we continued our journey through the Sermon on the Mount by examining Matthew 5:38-44,
where Jesus challenged the law of retaliation. We emphasized that while the Old Testament principle of
"eye for an eye" was meant to ensure justice, it had been misused as a justification for personal revenge.
Jesus called His followers to something radically different. We are called not only to do justice, but also
to demonstrate grace, mercy, and love. Through four practical examples, Jesus taught that instead of
retaliating, we should turn the other cheek, give more than required, go the extra mile, and freely give to
those in need. This teaching was not about passivity but about breaking the cycle of vengeance with
Christlike love. Jesus then took it a step further, commanding us to love our enemies and pray for those
who persecute us, reflecting the perfect love of our Heavenly Father. By living these teachings out in the
real world, we are showing the world a love that points directly to Christ and His kingdom.

Monday: The Law of Retaliation

Scripture Reading:

"But if there is harm, then you shall pay life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for
foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe." - Exodus 21:23-25

Devotional;

The principle of "eye for an eye" was given in the Old Testament to ensure justice in a society where
personal vengeance could easily spiral into endless violence. It was a way to prevent excessive retaliation
and keep punishment proportional to the crime. However, by Jesus’ time, this law was often misused as
an excuse for personal revenge rather than a guideline for fair justice in the courts. Rather than limiting
retribution, people were using it to justify their anger and personal payback.

Jesus introduces a new way of thinking. Instead of merely ensuring justice, He calls His followers to
something higher; grace and mercy. It is easy to seek fairness when we are wronged, but Jesus teaches
that the kingdom of God is built not on getting even but on showing mercy. While the law sought to



moderate justice, Jesus seeks to transform hearts. His teaching challenges us to let go of our need for
retaliation and embrace a life of radical forgiveness.

Reflection Questions:
1. Have you ever been tempted to seek personal revenge? How did it impact your heart?
2. Why do you think Jesus calls His followers to something greater than just fairness?

3. How can you choose grace over retaliation in your daily life?

Prayer:

Father, thank You for Your justice and mercy. Help me not to seek revenge but to trust You to make things
right. Teach me to respond with grace, even when | am wronged, so that | may reflect Your love.
Transform my heart to seek peace instead of retaliation. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Tuesday: Turning the Other Cheek

Scripture Reading:

"Good sense makes one slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook an offense." - Proverbs 19:11

Devotional:

Jesus’ command to turn the other cheek (Matthew 5:39) is one of the most misunderstood teachings in
Scripture. Many assume it means Christians should be weak or passive in the face of evil, but that is not
what Jesus is saying. In His time, a slap on the right cheek was more of an insult than an act of violence.
To turn the other cheek was not to accept mistreatment, but to refuse to retaliate in anger, instead
exposing the futility of vengeance.

When we refuse to respond in kind, we demonstrate that our dignity is not defined by insults or attacks.
We belong to Christ, and our value comes from Him, not from how others treat us. Jesus modeled this
Himself. When He was insulted and beaten, He did not retaliate. He entrusted Himself to God, the
ultimate Judge. Following His example requires great strength, humility, and faith.

Reflection Questions:
1. How do you usually react when someone offends or insults you?
2. Why is it difficult to resist the urge to defend yourself in anger?

3. How can turning the other cheek be a witness to Christ’s love in your life?



Prayer:

Lord, help me to be slow to anger and quick to forgive. Teach me to turn the other cheek, not out of
weakness but out of strength in You. May my responses reflect Your grace and love, showing others a
better way. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Wednesday: Giving More Than Required

Scripture Reading:

"To have lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you. Why not rather suffer wrong? Why
not rather be defrauded?" 1 Corinthians 6:7

Devotional;

In Matthew 5:40, Jesus tells His followers that if someone sues them for their tunic, they should give
their cloak as well. This was a shocking statement in His time because the cloak was an essential garment
that no one could legally take away. Yet Jesus’ point was clear. His followers should be willing to give
more than what is demanded. We should demonstrate a heart of abundant generosity and grace, even
towards our enemies.

This teaching challenges us in a world that clings tightly to personal rights and possessions. Rather than
fighting to protect what we believe we deserve, Jesus calls us to be people of extravagant grace. This
does not mean we ignore justice, but it does mean we are willing to put relationships and testimony
above personal gain. When we choose to let go of what we could demand, we reflect the self-giving
nature of Christ.

Reflection Questions:
1. When have you found it difficult to be generous or let go of something you felt entitled to?
2. How does this teaching challenge the way we view our personal rights?

3. What are some practical ways you can live with an open hand rather than a clenched fist?

Prayer:

Jesus, help me to hold loosely to the things of this world and cling tightly to You. Give me a heart that
values people over possessions and relationships over rights. May | reflect Your generosity in my actions
and attitude. Amen.

Thursday: Going the Second Mile



Scripture Reading:

"Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than
yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others." -
Philippians 2:3-4

Devotional:

Under Roman law, soldiers could force civilians to carry their burdens for one mile. This was humiliating
and unjust, yet Jesus tells His followers not only to comply but to willingly go an extra mile (Matthew
5:41). Why? Because when we choose to serve beyond what is expected, we reflect the heart of Christ,

who came not to be served but to serve.

Going the second mile is about shifting our perspective from obligation to opportunity. Instead of doing
only what is required, we look for ways to bless others even when it is inconvenient. It is an act of love
that defies expectations and softens hearts. When we joyfully serve those who do not deserve it, we
reveal the transforming power of God’s grace.

Reflection Questions:
1. When have you been asked to do something unfair or inconvenient? How did you respond?
2. How does a “second mile” attitude change relationships and conflicts?

3. What is one way you can go the extra mile for someone this week?

Prayer:

Father, give me a heart of joyful service. Help me to see opportunities to go beyond what is expected, not
out of obligation but out of love. May my actions reflect Your kindness and grace. Amen.

Friday: Loving Our Enemies

Scripture Reading:

"Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." - Luke 23:34

Devotional;

One of the most radical commands Jesus gives is to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute
us (Matthew 5:44). This is not natural. It is far easier to avoid, hate, or wish harm upon those who wrong
us. Yet Jesus calls us to a higher standard, one that mirrors God’s own love.

Loving our enemies does hot mean approving of their wrongdoing, but it does mean refusing to let hate
rule our hearts. Jesus Himself provided the ultimate example when He prayed for those who crucified



Him. When we choose to pray for those who have hurt us, we invite God to work in their lives and ours.
This kind of love transforms both the giver and the receiver.

Reflection Questions:
1. Who in your life do you struggle to love?
2. How does praying for your enemies change your heart?

3. What step can you take today to reflect Christ’s love to someone difficult?

Prayer:

Jesus, help me to love as You love. Teach me to pray for my enemies and to seek their good, even when it
is hard. Transform my heart so that | reflect Your mercy and grace. Amen.

Saturday: Overcoming Evil with Good

Scripture Reading:

"Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good." - Romans 12:21

Devotional:

Jesus’ teachings in Matthew 5:38-44 are not about passivity but about breaking the cycle of evil. The
world teaches us to fight back, to defend ourselves, and to seek revenge, but Jesus calls us to overcome
evil with good. This is how His kingdom works.

When we choose forgiveness over bitterness, kindness over retaliation, and love over hatred, we display
the heart of God. It is not easy, but it is the way of Jesus. In the end, the only way to truly conquer evil is
not to fight it on its own terms, but to respond with the overwhelming power of God’s love.

Reflection Questions:
1. How have you seen good overcome evil in your own life?
2. Why is it so hard to trust God’s justice instead of seeking revenge?

3. How can you actively overcome evil with good this week?

Prayer:

Lord, give me the strength to respond to evil with goodness. Help me to trust Your justice and to walk in
Your love, even when it is difficult. Make me a reflection of Your grace in this world. Amen.






