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Daily Devotionals:

In our sermon, we continued our journey through the Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus clarified His
relationship to the Old Testament Law. Contrary to accusations, Jesus did not abolish the Law but
fulfilled it, calling for a righteousness that flows from the heart rather than mere outward compliance. He
challenged the Pharisees’ superficial interpretations, teaching that true righteousness involves purity in
thought, faithfulness in marriage, and integrity in speech. Addressing adultery and divorce, Jesus
emphasized the sanctity of marriage and the need for faithfulness, while also acknowledging the painful
realities of broken relationships. His teaching on oaths reinforced the importance of honesty and
integrity, urging us to be people whose “yes” means “yes” and whose “no” means “no.” Ultimately, Jesus’
call is not to legalism but to a transformed heart, as God desires worship that is sincere and life that
reflects His truth and grace.

Monday: Jesus Fulfills the Law

Scripture Reading:

“Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not come to abolish them but to
fulfill them. For truly, | say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from
the Law until all is accomplished. Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments
and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them
and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For | tell you, unless your righteousness
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” - Matthew 5:17-
20

Devotional

Jesus makes a bold statement in Matthew 5:17: “Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; | have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” His words challenge any notion that He
disregarded God’s Law. Instead, He reveals its true purpose and perfectly embodies its righteousness.
Unlike the Pharisees, who emphasized external rule-keeping, Jesus calls His followers to a deeper
obedience—one that flows from a transformed heart.



The Pharisees prided themselves on their meticulous observance of religious laws, yet their
righteousness was superficial. Jesus warns in verse 20 that unless our righteousness surpasses that of
the scribes and Pharisees, we will not enter the kingdom of heaven. This statement must have been
shocking to His audience. If the Pharisees, with all their legalistic zeal, weren’t righteous enough, what
hope did anyone else have? The key difference is that Jesus calls for righteousness rooted in love for God
and others—not mere external conformity.

The good news is that we are not called to this deeper righteousness in our own strength. God Himself
provides the transformation we need. In Ezekiel 36:26, He promises, “l will give you a new heart and put a
new spirit within you.” As we follow Christ, the Holy Spirit works within us, shaping our desires and
actions to reflect His kingdom. Our obedience is not about checking boxes—it is about living in joyful
response to His love.

Reflection Questions:
1. How does Jesus’ fulfillment of the Law impact your understanding of obedience?
2. In what ways can you move beyond rule-keeping to a heart-driven righteousness?

3. How can you rely on the Holy Spirit to transform your heart?

Prayer:

Lord, thank You for fulfilling the Law and showing us the true way of righteousness. Help me to follow You
with my whole heart, not just through outward actions but with genuine love and obedience. Transform
me by Your Spirit so that my life reflects Your kingdom. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Tuesday: The Heart Behind God’s Commands

Scripture Reading:

““You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But | say to you that everyone who
looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye
causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than
that your whole body be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it
away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell.” -
Matthew 5:27-30

Devotional

Jesus takes the seventh commandment, “You shall not commit adultery,” and deepens its meaning. The
Pharisees focused only on external behavior, but Jesus reveals that sin begins in the heart. He teaches
that even looking at someone with lustful intent is a violation of God’s standard of purity. This truth



reminds us that righteousness isn’t just about avoiding sinful actions—it’s about guarding our hearts from
sinful desires.

Proverbs 4:23 warns, “Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life.” Our thoughts
and desires shape our actions, which is why Jesus calls us to radical purity. His imagery of tearing out an
eye or cutting off a hand is not meant to be taken literally, but it emphasizes the urgency of removing
anything that leads us into sin. Whether it’s a habit, a relationship, or a form of entertainment, we must
be willing to make sacrifices for the sake of holiness.

Jesus’ words challenge us to examine what we allow into our hearts and minds. Instead of justifying small
compromises, we should ask: Does this draw me closer to God or pull me away? Purity isn’t about
following a set of restrictive rules—it’s about pursuing the fullness of life that God intends for us. When
we surrender our desires to Him, He fills us with a love that far surpasses anything the world can offer.

Reflection Questions:
1. What does Jesus’ teaching reveal about the importance of our thoughts and desires?
2. Are there areas in your life where you need to remove influences that lead to sin?

3. How can you cultivate a heart that seeks purity and honors God?

Prayer:

Father, help me to guard my heart and mind. Purify my desires so that | long for what is good and pleasing
to You. Give me strength to remove anything that leads me away from You, and fill me with a love for
righteousness. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Wednesday: Honoring the Covenant of Marriage

Scripture Reading:

“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce’ But | say to you that
everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery,
and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.” - Matthew 5:31-32

Devotional

Marriage is a sacred covenant designed by God, but in Jesus’ day, many treated it as something
disposable. The Pharisees allowed divorce for trivial reasons, missing the heart of God’s intent. Jesus
restores the original design for marriage, emphasizing faithfulness and commitment. He reminds us that
marriage is not just a human contract—it is a reflection of God’s unbreakable love for His people.

However, Jesus also acknowledges the painful reality of sin’s effects on relationships. While God’s desire
is for reconciliation, He permits divorce in cases of adultery because of the deep betrayal and harm it



causes. Paul later adds that abandonment is also a valid reason for divorce (1 Corinthians 7:15). But even
when divorce is allowed, it should never be taken lightly. God’s heart is always for healing and restoration,
wherever possible.

For those who are married, this passage calls us to nurture and protect our relationship, leaning on God’s
grace. For those who have experienced the pain of divorce, Jesus does not condemn—He offers healing
and redemption. His grace covers all wounds, and His love restores the brokenhearted. Whether married,
divorced, or single, we are all called to honor God in our relationships by pursuing faithfulness, love, and
reconciliation.

Reflection Questions:
1. How does Jesus’ teaching challenge our culture’s view of marriage?
2. If you are married, how can you strengthen your commitment and faithfulness?

3. How can you offer grace and support to those who have experienced divorce?

Prayer:

Lord, thank You for the gift of marriage and relationships. Help me to honor my commitments and reflect
Your faithfulness in all | do. Heal those who have been wounded by broken relationships, and remind us
all that Your love is unshakable. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Thursday: Living with Integrity

Scripture Reading:

““Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform to
the Lord what you have sworn. But | say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the
throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King.
And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. Let what you say be
simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil.” - Matthew 5:33-37

Devotional

In a world filled with empty promises and deception, Jesus calls us to be people of integrity. The
Pharisees had created loopholes in their oath-taking, using technicalities to break their commitments.
But Jesus teaches that honesty should not require elaborate oaths—our simple “yes” or “no” should be
enough.

God values truth because He Himself is truth. Numbers 23:19 declares, “God is not man, that He should
lie.” As His followers, our words should reflect His character. Whether in business dealings, relationships,



or everyday conversations, we should be known for honesty and reliability. Our integrity is a testimony to
the God we serve.

Living truthfully means speaking honestly, even when it is inconvenient or costly. It means following
through on commitments, even when it is difficult. It also means acknowledging when we fall short and
seeking forgiveness. As we cultivate a life of truthfulness, we reflect the faithfulness of our heavenly
Father and shine His light in a world that desperately needs authenticity.

Reflection Questions:
1. How does your speech reflect your integrity?
2. Are there areas in your life where you need to be more truthful and reliable?

3. How can you model God’s faithfulness in your daily interactions?

Prayer:

Lord, help me to be a person of integrity. Let my words be truthful and my actions consistent with my
faith. May my honesty reflect Your faithfulness so that others may see Your light in me. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

Friday: A Transformed Heart

Scripture Reading:

“And | will give you a new heart, and a new spirit | will put within you. And | will remove the heart of stone
from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And | will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in
my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.” - Ezekiel 36:26-27

Devotional

Throughout His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus continually shifts the focus from outward behavior to the
condition of the heart. The Pharisees appeared righteous on the outside, but inside, their hearts were far
from God. True righteousness is not about following rules—it is about being transformed from within.

God promises in Ezekiel 36:26-27, “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you.” This is the
heart of the gospel. Jesus didn’t come to merely add more laws and commandments—He came to change
us from the inside out. When we surrender to Him, the Holy Spirit shapes our desires, thoughts, and
actions to reflect His love and holiness.

This transformation is not instant, but as we walk with Christ daily, He renews us. Ask God to search your
heart, purify your motives, and shape you into His image. A transformed heart overflows with love, joy,
and righteousness—not because of obligation, but because of His grace at work within us.



Reflection Questions:
1. Where do you see evidence of God transforming your heart?
2. Are there areas where you need to surrender more fully to Him?

3. How can you daily invite the Holy Spirit to work in your life?

Prayer:

Father, change my heart to reflect Yours. Remove anything in me that is not pleasing to You, and fill me
with Your Spirit. Help me to walk in love and obedience, displaying Your righteousness in all | do. In Jesus’
name, Amen.

Saturday: Loving God with Your Whole Heart

Scripture Reading:

And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your
neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” - Matthew
22:37-40

Devotional

At the core of Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount is the call to love—love for God and love for
others. When He confronted the Pharisees, it wasn’t because they obeyed the Law too much, but
because they missed the heart behind it. They turned God’s commands into a legalistic checklist rather
than seeing them as an invitation into a deeper relationship with Him.

Jesus summarized the entire Law with two commands: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul,
and mind” and “Love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39). Every command of God flows from
this foundation. When we love God fully, we naturally seek to obey Him—not out of obligation, but out of
joy. And when we love others as God loves us, we reflect His righteousness in our relationships.

The challenge for us today is to examine our own hearts. Do we see obedience as a duty or as a response
to love? Are we more focused on outward appearances or on cultivating a heart that truly seeks God?
Jesus doesn’t just want our actions—He wants our whole hearts. When we pursue Him with love, our lives
will reflect His kingdom in ways that rules alone never could.

Reflection Questions:

1. How does viewing obedience through the lens of love change your perspective on God’s commands?



2. In what ways can you grow in loving God with all your heart, soul, and mind?

3. How does loving others demonstrate the righteousness Jesus calls us to?
Prayer:
Lord, help me to love You with all my heart, soul, and mind. Let my obedience flow not from obligation,

but from a deep love for You. Teach me to love others as You have loved me, so that my life may reflect
Your righteousness and grace. In Jesus’ hame, Amen.



