
DOVER DAILY
DEVOTIONS

Daily Devotional:
On Sunday, we explored Matthew 7:1-6, where Jesus warns against hypocritical judgment while calling us 

to exercise discernment with humility. We discussed how true judgment must begin with self-

examination, as illustrated by Jesus’ imagery of the log and the speck. Rather than condemning others 

while ignoring our own sin, we are called to correct with love, fairness, and grace. Jesus also cautioned 

against persistently offering truth to those who mock or reject it, reminding us to be wise in how we share 

the gospel. Ultimately, we were challenged to walk in both truth and mercy, recognizing our own need for 

grace and pointing others to Christ, the only true judge and source of salvation.

Monday: The True Meaning of "Judge Not" 

Scripture Reading: 

"Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with the 

measure you use it will be measured to you." - Matthew 7:1-2   

Devotional: 

"Judge not, that you be not judged" is one of the most commonly misquoted verses in Scripture. Many 

interpret it as a command to never discern right from wrong or to refrain from confronting sin. However, 

Jesus was not condemning all forms of judgment. He was warning against hypocritical and self-righteous 

judgment. If we are quick to judge others harshly, we will be judged by the same measure.  

The reality is that we are all prone to making moral evaluations. Every day, we make judgments about 

people's words, actions, and character. The issue Jesus addresses is not judgment itself, but the way we 

judge. Are we condemning others while excusing our own sins? Are we assuming the role of God, deciding 

who is worthy of grace? If we judge without humility and self-awareness, we place ourselves in a 

dangerous position.  



Instead of focusing on others' faults, we should examine our own hearts. Jesus calls us to a higher 

standard—one that balances truth with grace. We are to call out sin, but we must do so with humility, 

remembering that we, too, are in need of mercy. Before we judge, we must first look inward, ensuring that 

our own hearts are aligned with Christ.  

Reflection Questions: 

1. Have you ever been quick to judge someone without considering your own shortcomings?  

2. How does knowing that God will judge us by the same measure we use shape the way you interact with 

others?  

3. What steps can you take to ensure your judgments are rooted in humility and love?  

Prayer:

Lord, help me to examine my own heart before I judge others. Give me the wisdom to discern right from 

wrong, but also the humility to recognize my own need for grace. May I be quick to offer mercy, just as 

You have shown me mercy. Teach me to walk in love, truth, and wisdom. Amen.  

Tuesday: Removing the Log from Our Own Eye  

Scripture Reading: 

"Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 

You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of 

your brother’s eye." - Matthew 7:3-5

Devotional:  

Jesus uses vivid imagery to highlight our tendency to focus on others’ sins while ignoring our own. He 

describes a man trying to remove a speck from his brother’s eye while a massive log is lodged in his own. 

The picture is almost comical, yet it reflects a deep spiritual truth: we are often blind to our own faults.  

It is easy to point out sin in others while justifying or minimizing our own failures. We might criticize 

someone's anger while ignoring our own impatience. We might condemn another’s dishonesty while 

excusing our small compromises. But Jesus calls us to examine ourselves first. When we remove the "log" 

in our own eye (through repentance and transformation) only then can we truly help others.  

This passage does not mean we should never correct or challenge sin in others, but that we must first 

deal with our own hearts. True spiritual discernment begins with humility. If we want to help others walk 

in righteousness, we must first allow God to refine and purify our own lives. Only then can we approach 

others with clarity, love, and grace.  



Reflection Questions:

1. What "logs" in your own life might be preventing you from seeing clearly?  

2. How can you cultivate a heart that is more self-reflective rather than judgmental?  

3. How can humility transform the way you offer correction to others?  

Prayer:

Father, open my eyes to my own sin before I focus on the faults of others. Help me to walk in humility and 

repentance so that I may extend grace to those around me. Teach me to correct others with love and 

wisdom, reflecting Your character in all I do. Amen.  

Wednesday: The Danger of Self-Righteousness 

Scripture Reading: 

"For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted." - 

Luke 18:9-14  

Devotional: 

Jesus told a parable about a Pharisee and a tax collector who went to pray. The Pharisee boasted of his 

righteousness, thanking God that he was not like other sinners. Meanwhile, the tax collector stood at a 

distance, beating his chest and pleading, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner!" Jesus made it clear: the one 

who humbled himself was the one justified before God.  

This parable challenges us to examine our hearts. Are we like the Pharisee, looking down on others and 

measuring our goodness by comparison? Or are we like the tax collector, fully aware of our need for 

grace? Self-righteousness blinds us to our own sin, making us proud and unteachable. But when we 

approach God with humility, acknowledging our failures, He extends mercy to us.  

The more we understand our need for grace, the more gracious we will be toward others. Instead of being 

quick to condemn, we should remember that we are all sinners in need of a Savior. When we walk in 

humility, God lifts us up.  

Reflection Questions:

1. Have you ever compared yourself to others to feel more righteous?  

2. How does acknowledging your own sin change the way you treat others?  

3. In what ways can you cultivate a heart that is humble before God?  



Prayer: 

Lord, protect me from the trap of self-righteousness. Help me to see myself clearly, not through the lens 

of comparison, but through the truth of Your Word. Give me a heart of humility that depends on Your 

mercy and extends grace to others. Amen.  

Thursday: Discernment in Judgment  

Scripture Reading: 

"Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, lest they trample them 

underfoot and turn to attack you." - Matthew 7:6  

Devotional: 

While Jesus calls us to be merciful in judgment, He also warns us to be discerning. Some people respond 

to correction with humility, but others reject truth and treat it with contempt. Jesus teaches that we 

should not waste sacred things on those who willfully scorn them.  

This does not mean we should stop sharing the gospel, but rather that we must recognize when a heart is 

hardened. Sometimes, persistent correction only leads to greater hostility. Instead of forcing truth on 

those who refuse to hear, we should pray for God to soften their hearts and be wise in how we engage 

with them.  

As followers of Christ, we must balance patience with wisdom. We should always be ready to share the 

gospel, but we must also know when to step back and trust God to work. Our responsibility is to speak 

truth in love, but it is God who changes hearts.  

Reflection Questions:  

1. Have you ever experienced a situation where someone rejected biblical truth? How did you respond?  

2. How can you balance patience and wisdom when sharing the gospel?  

3. Are there people in your life for whom you need to pray rather than debate?  

Prayer:  

Lord, give me wisdom to know when to speak and when to step back. Help me to discern when my words 

will be fruitful and when I must simply pray. Soften hearts, Lord, and open doors for the gospel to be 

received. Amen.  



Friday: Surprised by Grace  

Scripture Reading: 

"Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ And He said to him, ‘Truly, I say 

to you, today you will be with me in paradise.’” - Luke 23:42-43  

  Devotional:

One of the most powerful moments in Scripture is the conversation between Jesus and the thief on the 

cross. Here was a man who had lived a life of sin, condemned to die for his crimes, and yet, in his final 

moments, he placed his faith in Jesus. In an instant, Christ forgave him and welcomed him into paradise. 

What an incredible display of grace!  

This moment reminds us that no one is beyond the reach of God’s mercy. Sometimes, we judge others too 

quickly, assuming they will never change or that their hearts are too hardened. But the gospel is a 

message of transformation. Saul, the persecutor of Christians, became Paul, the great apostle. The 

prodigal son, who squandered everything, was welcomed home with open arms. Our human judgment is 

limited, but God sees what we cannot.  

One day, when we stand before God, we may be surprised at who is in His kingdom. Those we thought 

were too far gone may have turned to Christ. Others, who appeared religious, may have never truly 

known Him. The lesson for us is this: never write anyone off as hopeless. Instead, pray for them, share the 

truth with them, and trust that God can do the impossible. His grace is greater than our assumptions.  

Reflection Questions:  

1. Have you ever judged someone as being beyond God's grace?  

2. How does the story of the thief on the cross challenge your view of salvation?  

3. Who in your life needs to hear about God's mercy today?  

Prayer:

Father, help me to see people as You see them. Keep me from judging who is worthy of Your grace, for 

none of us are worthy apart from Christ. Give me faith to believe that You can save even the most 

hardened hearts. Let me be a messenger of Your mercy, always pointing others to the hope found in 

Jesus. Amen.  

Saturday: Leaving Judgment to God 



Scripture Reading: 

"There is only one lawgiver and judge, He who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge 

your neighbor?" - James 4:12   

Devotional: 

In a world where people are quick to judge and slow to show mercy, James reminds us of an important 

truth: only God has the right to be the ultimate judge. He alone sees the full picture. He knows every 

heart, every motive, and every hidden struggle. While we are called to discern right from wrong, we are 

not called to sit in the place of God.  

When we judge others harshly, we often forget that we, too, are in need of grace. It is easy to look at 

someone else's sins and feel superior, but James reminds us that judgment belongs to God alone. Instead 

of focusing on condemning others, our role is to share the gospel, pray for their salvation, and trust that 

God will do His work in their lives.  

As Christians, we are called to truth, but also to love. If we truly believe that God is the judge, we can rest 

in the assurance that He will deal with sin in His perfect justice and timing. Our job is not to determine 

who is worthy of grace, but to point people to the One who gives it freely.  

Reflection Questions:  

1. How does knowing that God is the ultimate judge change the way you view others?  

2. Have you ever struggled with judging others too harshly? How can you surrender that to God?  

3. In what ways can you be a messenger of grace rather than a voice of condemnation?  

Prayer:  

Lord, You alone are the righteous judge. Forgive me for the times I have been quick to judge others while 

ignoring my own faults. Help me to trust in Your justice and focus on sharing Your love instead of 

condemning. Teach me to walk in humility, pointing others to the hope found in Christ. Amen.  


