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DOVER DAILY
DEVOTIONS

Daily Devotionals:
On Sunday, we looked at 1 Samuel 2 and reflected on the contrast between Samuel’s faithfulness 
and Eli’s failure as a spiritual and parental leader. We saw how Hannah’s early and consistent 
dedication shaped Samuel’s life, while Eli’s passivity and unwillingness to confront his sons led to 
judgment on his household. The sermon reminded us that faithful parenting and spiritual leadership 
require courage, consistency, and obedience to God above all else. We were challenged to invest 
early in the spiritual lives of our children and to confront sin with truth and love. Ultimately, we were 
pointed to Jesus, the true and faithful High Priest, who succeeded where Eli failed and invites us into 
a new legacy of holiness through His grace.

Monday: A Tale of Two Houses

Scripture: 1 Samuel 2:12–13

Devotional
Today’s passage opens with strong words: “Eli’s sons were worthless men; they did not know the 
Lord.” These were priests, men meant to lead God’s people in worship. Instead, they dishonored God 
and abused their roles. Their actions brought shame to the sanctuary and disruption to the 
community.

In contrast, we are introduced to young Samuel. He was ministering before the Lord, faithfully serving 
even as a child. His heart was open to God, and his life was being shaped in His presence. While 
corruption grew around him, Samuel was being prepared for a future of obedience and purpose.

This story reminds us that God cares more about faithfulness than title. It is possible to have religious 
authority and lack integrity, just as it is possible to be young and unnoticed, yet walk closely with God. 
The Lord is always watching for hearts that are truly His, and He delights to use those who are faithful 
in small things.

Reflection Questions

What is the difference between holding a position and walking in integrity?
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How can you faithfully serve God in your current stage of life?
Who has quietly influenced your spiritual life through consistent example?

Prayer
Father, help me to serve You with a pure heart. Teach me to value obedience over recognition and 
faithfulness over approval. Use my life to reflect Your character wherever I am today. Amen.

Tuesday: Faith That Starts Early

Scripture: 1 Samuel 2:18–21

Devotional
Samuel’s life of service began early. Scripture tells us that even as a child, he ministered before the 
Lord. Each year, his mother Hannah brought him a handmade robe, a symbol of her continued love 
and commitment. Her prayers and her actions laid a foundation of faith that shaped Samuel's future.

Our culture often assumes that children will grow into faith over time. But the Bible shows us that God 
begins His work early. Children can learn to listen, obey, and worship in ways that deeply please the 
Lord. Hannah did not wait until Samuel was older to invest in his spiritual life. She began right away 
and trusted God with the outcome.

This challenges us to take spiritual formation seriously from the start. Whether you are a parent, 
grandparent, teacher, or mentor, your influence matters. Your prayers, your words, and your example 
all point children toward the presence of God. Never underestimate what He can do through even the 
youngest heart.

Reflection Questions

How can you be intentional about investing in the faith of a child?
What practical ways can you model faith in your home or community?
How does this passage reshape your understanding of childhood spirituality?

Prayer
Lord, thank You for the example of Hannah and Samuel. Help me to plant seeds of faith in the lives of 
those around me. Give me patience, wisdom, and love to guide others toward You, no matter their 
age. Amen.

Wednesday: The Danger of Passive Parenting

Scripture: 1 Samuel 2:22–25

Devotional
Eli heard what his sons were doing. He knew of their sin and abuse of their sacred role. Yet his 
response was limited to words without action. Though he confronted them verbally, he did not take 
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the steps needed to protect the holiness of God's house. This failure allowed corruption to spread 
unchecked.

God expects leaders to uphold His name with integrity. This is especially true within the home. Eli's 
failure was not in his affection for his sons but in his unwillingness to act when action was needed. 
Sometimes love requires more than gentle correction. Sometimes it demands discipline, courage, and 
sacrifice.

Even in the midst of this failure, God's work continued. Verse 26 tells us that Samuel continued to 
grow in favor with the Lord and with people. God was raising up a voice of righteousness, even as 
others failed. This encourages us to remain faithful and trust that God is still at work, even in dark 
seasons.

Reflection Questions

Why is it important to act on truth rather than just speak it?
Have you ever avoided confronting sin out of fear or discomfort?
How can you lead with both love and courage in your relationships?

Prayer
God, give me the wisdom to lead with love and the strength to act when it is necessary. Help me not 
to grow passive or indifferent. May my life reflect Your holiness and truth in all that I do. Amen.

Thursday: When Love Becomes Idolatry

Scripture: 1 Samuel 2:27–29

Devotional
God sent a prophet to Eli with a clear message. Eli had honored his sons more than he honored God. 
Though he had been given a sacred role and a special relationship with the Lord, he allowed sin to 
remain because it came from within his own family. His loyalty was misplaced.

There is a lesson here for all of us. Love is good, but when it becomes more important than 
obedience to God, it becomes an idol. Eli’s refusal to confront and correct his sons was not love; it 
was compromise. True love will do the hard work of correction and discipline when it is needed.

Parents and leaders must be careful not to confuse kindness with silence. The call to follow Christ 
means we must sometimes choose what is right even when it hurts. God wants our whole hearts. He 
asks us to honor Him above every other relationship and to trust that He will care for what we 
surrender to Him.

Reflection Questions

What does it look like to honor God above all else in your life?
Have you ever held back the truth out of fear of losing someone's approval?
In what ways can you renew your commitment to leading with obedience and love?
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Prayer
Lord, I want to honor You above everything and everyone else. Show me where I have allowed 
compromise to take root. Help me to love people well by loving You first and leading others toward 
Your truth. Amen.

Friday: The Weight of Influence

Scripture: 1 Samuel 2:30–33

Devotional
God reminded Eli that his role was one of honor. But with great responsibility comes great 
accountability. Because Eli failed to act, his family would lose their place of influence. His legacy 
would not continue, not because of a single mistake, but because of ongoing neglect and 
disobedience.

All of us carry influence, whether we realize it or not. People watch how we live, listen to what we say, 
and notice how we respond to both success and struggle. Our choices, whether public or private, 
shape others. When we use our influence for God’s purposes, He multiplies our efforts. When we 
waste it, we miss the opportunity to leave a lasting legacy.

But there is still hope. God is always working, even when others fall short. He continues to raise up 
those who are willing to do His will. When we live with humility, obedience, and faithfulness, we can 
be part of His greater plan to bring renewal and truth into our homes and communities.

Reflection Questions

How are you currently using your influence for God's purposes?
Is there an area of your life where you need to take more responsibility as a leader?
How can you live in a way that helps others grow in their faith?

Prayer
Heavenly Father, thank You for the influence You have entrusted to me. Help me to carry it with 
humility and purpose. Let my life point others toward You and bring honor to Your name. Amen.

Saturday: A Faithful Priest, A Greater Hope

Scripture: 1 Samuel 2:34–36

Devotional
God concluded His message to Eli with a promise. Though Eli's house would fall, God would raise up 
a faithful priest. This new leader would serve according to what was in God's heart and mind. In the 
immediate future, this pointed to Zadok. In the ultimate sense, it pointed to Jesus Christ.
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Where Eli failed, Jesus succeeded. He did not excuse sin; He bore it on the cross. He did not hide the 
truth; He spoke it with love. Jesus became the perfect High Priest who brings us into the presence of 
God. Because of His obedience, we are now invited to live as a royal priesthood, set apart for His 
glory.

This is the hope that changes everything. No matter your past, no matter your mistakes, Christ offers 
a new beginning. In Him, you are called, chosen, and equipped to live with purpose. Let His 
faithfulness shape your own. Let His sacrifice give you strength to walk in obedience and joy.

Reflection Questions

How does Jesus fulfill the promise of a faithful priest?
What does it mean for you to be part of a royal priesthood today?
How can you reflect Christ's faithfulness in your everyday life?

Prayer
Jesus, thank You for being the faithful High Priest. Thank You for giving me a new identity and a new 
purpose. Help me to live in the power of Your grace and to walk in Your truth every day. Amen.


