DAILY DEVOTIONALS:

On Sunday, we walked through 1 Samuel 4 to 7 and saw how Israel's assumption of God's presence
without true repentance led to devastating loss. We looked at how the ark was misused as a symbol of
power, how God's holiness humbled both Israel and the Philistines, and how even in judgment, God was
preparing restoration. We saw that revival did not come through ritual, but through repentance and full
surrender. Samuel's call to put away idols and return to the Lord reminded us that God still responds to
broken, obedient hearts. Ultimately, we were pointed to Jesus, the true Ark and final High Priest, who
opens the way for us to stand in God’s holy presence through His mercy.

Monday: Presuming on God's Help

Scripture:

“The Philistines drew up in line against Israel, and when the battle spread, Israel was defeated before the
Philistines, who killed about four thousand men on the field of battle. And when the people came to the
camp, the elders of Israel said, ‘Why has the Lord defeated us today before the Philistines? Let us bring
the ark of the covenant of the Lord here from Shiloh, that it may come among us and save us from the
power of our enemies.”” -1 Samuel 4:2-3 (ESV)

Devotional:

Israel was losing. Thousands had fallen. The elders asked the right question: “Why has the Lord defeated
us?” But instead of seeking God, they grabbed the ark. They believed the presence of a holy object would
secure victory. But they treated God like a weapon, not a King. They honored the symbol but ignored the
Sovereign.

This is presumption: thinking God will show up simply because we want Him to, regardless of how we are
living. It is possible to be religious and still rebellious. To carry sacred things but not surrender our hearts.



God's presence does not ride into our lives on command. He comes where He is welcomed with
repentance.

Today, many still try to leverage God's name for victory using Him to chase success, reputation, or relief.
But He cannot be manipulated. He is not a charm to summon. He is a King to follow. The only way to
secure His presence is to surrender to His rule.

Questions:

1. Amlseeking God's will, or just His help?
2. What does true surrender look like for me right now?
3. Have | confused religious activity with genuine faith?

Prayer:

Lord, | do not want to treat You like a tool for my plans. Help me to seek Your face, not just Your favor.
Forgive my pride. Teach me to walk in obedience and humility. Come not because | demand it, but
because | trust and honor You. Amen.

Tuesday: The Cost of Hollow
Religion

Scripture:

“So the Philistines fought, and Israel was defeated, and they fled, every man to his home. And there was a
very great slaughter, for thirty thousand foot soldiers of Israel fell. And the ark of God was captured, and
the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, died.” - 1 Samuel 4:10-11 (ESV)

Devotional:

Israel's worst fears came true. Thirty thousand men fell. The ark was captured. The priests, Hophni and
Phinehas, were dead. This was not just a military defeat, it was divine judgment. Israel had used the ark
like a lucky charm, but God refused to honor an unrepentant people led by corrupt leaders.

This is what happens when ritual replaces repentance. Sacred traditions cannot cover up a rebellious
heart. God’s presence does not dwell in empty forms. Hophni and Phinehas represented a hollow
religion, one that looked official but had no integrity. God removed them and let the ark be taken, not
because He was weak, but because He was holy.

If your faith feels powerless, ask yourself: Is my heart right with God? Am | honoring Him with my life or
just my lips? God's glory departs when people cling to performance instead of presence. But He returns



when people humble themselves in truth.

Questions:

1. Am | going through the motions without genuine devotion?
2. Arethere areas of my life where | have refused to change?
3. What would it look like to turn back to God today?

Prayer:

God, | do not want hollow faith. Search my heart and show me what needs to change. Cleanse me from
pretenses. Let Your presence return to every part of my life. | want to know You, not just follow rules.
Amen.

Wednesday: The Idol Falls

Scripture:

“And when the people of Ashdod rose early the next day, behold, Dagon had fallen face downward on the
ground before the ark of the Lord. So they took Dagon and put him back in his place. But when they rose
early on the next morning, behold, Dagon had fallen face downward on the ground before the ark of the
Lord, and the head of Dagon and both his hands were lying cut off on the threshold. Only the trunk of
Dagon was left to him.” - 1 Samuel 5:3-4 (ESV)

Devotional:

The Philistines thought they had defeated God. They placed His ark next to Dagon, their idol. But in the
morning, Dagon was face down. The next day, his head and hands were broken. God made a statement.
He will not share His glory. False gods collapse in His presence.

Every heart has its Dagons, things we honor, trust, or fear more than God. Success. Approval. Security.
Pleasure. We may not bow to statues, but we bow to distractions and desires. And like Dagon, these idols
always fall. God will not coexist with rivals in our hearts.

If we want to see God's power, we must clear the throne. He will not compete. He demands all because He
is worthy of all. Tear down your Dagons. Let God be God alone. He is not interested in being part of your
life. He wants to be your life.

Questions:

1. What idols might be competing with God in my life?
2. How does God reveal the emptiness of those idols?
3. What would it take for me to remove them completely?



Prayer:

Lord, reveal the Dagons in my life. Break them down. Strip away what | have trusted more than You. Let
me serve You with undivided devotion. You alone are God. Rule my heart completely. Amen.

Thursday: The Weight of Glory

Scripture:

“So they sent the ark of God to Ekron. But as soon as the ark of God came to Ekron, the people of Ekron
cried out, ‘They have brought around to us the ark of the God of Israel to kill us and our people.’ They sent
therefore and gathered together all the lords of the Philistines and said, ‘Send away the ark of the God of
Israel, and let it return to its own place, that it may not kill us and our people. For there was a deathly
panic throughout the whole city. The hand of God was very heavy there.” - 1 Samuel 5:10-11 (ESV)

Devotional:

The ark brought terror, not blessing, to Philistine cities. Plagues broke out. Panic spread. When it
approached Ekron, the people begged for it to leave. They knew what Israel had forgotten. God is not
safe. His holiness is not to be taken lightly. His glory is heavy.

The people cried out, “Who can stand before this holy God?” It is a question worth asking. We often want
a God who comforts, but do we revere the God who judges? The Philistines recognized something Israel
missed. God's presence is not always pleasant if hearts are not right.

God’s holiness is not just a theological idea. It is a consuming fire. Yet through Jesus, we do not have to
run from it. We are invited to draw near, cleansed and covered by His blood. The weight of glory no longer
crushes us. It transforms us.

Questions:

1. Do Itake God's holiness seriously?
2. How do | respond when God’s presence convicts me?
3. What would it look like to live with awe instead of apathy?

Prayer:

Holy God, forgive me for treating You lightly. Let me see You as You are, majestic, powerful, worthy. Give
me a heart that trembles at Your word and rejoices in Your mercy. Help me live in awe of Your holiness.
Amen.



Friday: Reverence or Ruin

Scripture:

“And he struck some of the men of Beth-shemesh, because they looked upon the ark of the Lord. He
struck seventy men of them, and the people mourned because the Lord had struck the people with a
great blow. Then the men of Beth-shemesh said, ‘Who is able to stand before the Lord, this holy God?
And to whom shall he go up away from us?’” - 1 Samuel 6:19-20 (ESV)

Devotional:

When the ark returned to Israel, the people of Beth-shemesh rejoiced. But they also looked into the ark,
violating God’s command. Their irreverence cost many lives. Joy turned to mourning. Once again, Israel
was reminded. God is not common. He must be approached with fear and respect.

This moment captures a critical truth. Even good intentions do not excuse disobedience. They were glad
the ark was back, but gladness must be paired with reverence. Excitement is not enough. Worship must
be rooted in truth and obedience.

We must not treat God casually. He is not our equal. He is holy. When we approach Him on His terms, not
ours, we find both reverence and joy. The God who struck irreverent hands also opens His arms to the
humble.

Questions:
1. When have | been careless with God’s commands?

2. How do | balance joy in God with reverence for Him?
3. What steps can | take to honor His holiness more deeply?

Prayer:

God, keep me from taking You lightly. Let my worship be joyful and reverent. Show me how to obey even
in celebration. Teach me to approach You rightly, with fear and faith. Amen.

Saturday: Repentance Restores

Scripture:

“And Samuel said to all the house of Israel, ‘If you are returning to the Lord with all your heart, then put
away the foreign gods and the Ashtaroth from among you and direct your heart to the Lord and serve him



only, and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.” So the people of Israel put away the Baals
and the Ashtaroth, and they served the Lord only.” - 1 Samuel 7:3-4 (ESV)

Devotional:

Twenty years passed with the ark in Israel, but the glory did not return. The people lamented after God.
Then Samuel spoke: “If you are returning with all your heart, put away the foreign gods.” The people
finally responded. They removed their idols and served the Lord only.

This was the turning point, not the ark’s return, but the people’s return. True repentance is never just
emotion. It is action. They did not just feel bad. They turned back. God does not bless half-hearted faith.
He honors full surrender.

If you want restoration, this is the path. Do not just regret your sin. Repent. Do not just miss God. Return
to Him. He is ready to restore, but He waits for hearts that are ready to obey.

Questions:

1. Havel truly returned to God with all my heart?
2. Whatidols do | need to put away today?
3. Am | ready for obedience, not just emotion?

Prayer:

Father, | want to return with my whole heart. Strip away what competes for my attention. Give me the
courage to repent fully. Restore me as | surrender completely. You are my only hope and my greatest joy.
Amen.



