On Sunday, we walked through 1 Samuel 27-2 Samuel 1, seeing David at one of his lowest points
and Saul at the end of his reign. David, worn down by fear, sought refuge in Philistine territory
instead of seeking the Lord. Though it seemed to work for a time, his compromise backed him
into a corner until God mercifully delivered him. When the Amalekites destroyed Ziklag and took
their families, David’s faith was tested again, but this time he strengthened himself in the Lord,
sought God’s direction, and obeyed—recovering everything that had been lost. Along the way, a
small act of mercy toward a stranger became the key to victory, reminding us that God often
works through quiet obedience. In contrast, Saul’s long slide from partial obedience to open
rebellion ended in spiritual silence, desperate sin, and a tragic death on the battlefield. David
mourned both Saul and Jonathan with honor, showing that God’s kingdom advances not through
grasping for power but through obedience and trust. We were reminded that the difference
between ruin and restoration is not in who sins less, but in who runs to God sooner.

Monday: When Fear Pushes Out
Faith

Scripture:

1 Samuel 27:1

Devotional:

David’s words in 1 Samuel 27:1 sound painfully human: “Now | shall perish one day by the hand
of Saul.” Just one chapter before, David had been on a spiritual high, sparing Saul’s life for the

second time and trusting God’s justice over revenge. Yet right after that mountaintop moment,
he falters. Fear begins to push faith out of focus.



We can relate to that swing between courage and doubt. Spiritual highs do not make us immune
to spiritual lows. In fact, sometimes after great victories our guard is down. The whispers of fear
grow louder, and if we are not seeking the Lord, we may start making choices based on self-
preservation rather than God’s promises.

David runs to Philistine territory. From the outside, it looks like a smart move. Saul stops chasing
him, and he even wins victories over Israel’s enemies. But outward results do not prove inward
obedience. The safest place for the believer is not where the threat is smallest but where the
Lord has sent us.

Reflection Questions:

1. Canyouremember atime when fear shaped your decisions more than faith?
2. Why do victories sometimes lead to unexpected vulnerability?
3. How can you test whether your decisions are rooted in God’s will rather than just results?

Prayer:

Lord, keep my eyes fixed on Your promises when fear tries to take over. Remind me that safety is
not the absence of danger but the presence of Your will. Teach me to seek You before | make a
move, and to trust You more than my own strategies. Amen.

Tuesday:When God Pulls You Out of
a Corner

Scripture:

1 Samuel 28:1-2

Devotional:

David’s decision to live among the Philistines seems to work until it does not. Their king orders
him to march against Israel. If David fights, he betrays his people. If he refuses, he betrays the
Philistines. He has walked himself into a corner. Yet in mercy, God intervenes. The Philistine
commanders distrust him and send him home.

This is a moment of grace. God does not always remove the consequences of our decisions, but
sometimes He rescues us from their full impact. He steps in, not because we deserve it, but
because His plans for us are greater than our mistakes.



When God delivers us from a corner of our own making, it is not a license to keep walking in
disobedience. It is a call to humility, gratitude, and a renewed trust in His ways. He is faithful
even when we are foolish.

Reflection Questions:

1. How has God ever rescued you from a bad choice before it fully collapsed?

2. Why do you think God sometimes allows consequences to unfold, and other times
intervenes?

3. How can you respond with gratitude when God spares you from the impact of your own
actions?

Prayer:

Father, thank You for the times You have pulled me out of trouble | created for myself. Help me
to learn from Your mercy, not take it for granted. Teach me to walk wisely so my steps are guided
by obedience rather than regret. Amen.

Wednesday: Strengthening Yourself
in the Lord

Scripture:

1 Samuel 30:6-8

Devotional:

David returns to Ziklag to find devastation. The Amalekites have burned the city and taken their
families captive. His own men talk of stoning him. Everything is gone: home, safety, and allies. Yet
right here, in the lowest moment, Scripture tells us, “But David strengthened himself in the Lord
his God.”

Faith is not proven in seasons of comfort but in seasons of loss. When there is nothing else to
lean on, we discover whether we truly lean on God. David turns to the Lord, asks for His
direction, and receives a clear promise: “Pursue, for you shall surely overtake and shall surely
rescue.”

When the bottom falls out, our first response matters. Will we panic and run, or will we steady
ourselves in God’s presence? Strength in the Lord is not a feeling. It is a choice to remember His
faithfulness, to seek His Word, and to follow His lead.



Reflection Questions:

1. What does “strengthening yourself in the Lord” look like in practical terms?
2. How can loss deepen rather than weaken your faith?
3. When have you seen God give you direction in a time of desperation?

Prayer:

Lord, when my world feels like it is falling apart, teach me to run to You first. Help me to
strengthen my heart in Your promises and obey whatever You command. Remind me that You
are my true source of hope. Amen.

Thursday: The Power of Small
Obedience

Scripture:

1 Samuel 30:11-12, 18-19

Devotional:

On the way to pursue the Amalekites, David and his men find a starving Egyptian slave left
behind in the wilderness. By all logic, he is not part of the mission. Helping him costs time and
supplies they cannot afford. Yet David chooses compassion over efficiency.

This small act becomes the turning point. The young man knows exactly where the Amalekites
are camped. Without him, David’s men would have wandered blindly. With him, they march
straight to the enemy and recover everything that was lost.

God often uses small, quiet acts of obedience to open the way for great deliverance. The cup of
water given, the meal shared, the moment spent listening—these may be the very means
through which God works His rescue in our lives and in the lives of others.

Reflection Questions:

1. Have you ever seen a small act of kindness lead to a much greater impact?
2. Why do you think God works through small and simple acts?
3. What “small obedience” could you offer today?

Prayer:



Father, keep me from rushing past the people and opportunities You place in my path. Give me
eyes to see the eternal value in simple acts of obedience. Use my hands and heart to bring help
and hope where it is needed most. Amen.

Friday: The Tragedy of a Hardened
Heart

Scripture:

1 Samuel 28:6-7; 31:4-6

Devotional:

Saul’s story is a slow descent from obedience to rebellion. When he seeks the Lord, there is only
silence. This is not because God cannot speak, but because Saul has refused to listen for too
long. Instead of repenting, he turns to a forbidden medium for answers. The king who once
enforced God’s law now breaks it in desperation.

Samuel’s message offers no comfort, only confirmation of judgment. By the next day, Saul and
his sons are dead. His life ends not in victory but in defeat and disgrace. His story warns us that
sin’s slope always tilts downward, and the heart that stops listening to God will start listening to
something else.

The difference between Saul and David is not that David sinned less, but that he turned back
sooner. A hardened heart resists repentance, but a surrendered heart runs back to God. The
question is not whether we will fail, but how we will respond when we do.

Reflection Questions:

1. Why do you think Saul refused to repent, even at the end?
2. How can you guard your heart from growing hard toward God’s voice?
3. What can you do today to keep short accounts with the Lord?

Prayer:

Lord, keep my heart tender toward Your voice. When | sin, convict me quickly and lead me to
repentance. Let me never grow comfortable with disobedience, but help me to walk in humility
before You. Amen.



Saturday: Waiting for God’s Timing

Scripture:

2 Samuel 1:14-16, 26-27

Devotional:

Saulis dead. The kingdom is without a king. An Amalekite arrives with Saul’s crown and a story,
expecting reward. But his account is built on lies and self-interest. David does not celebrate. He
mourns. He refuses to take the throne through shortcuts or another man’s sin.

Instead of seizing power, David writes a lament. He honors Saul’s victories and grieves
Jonathan’s death with deep affection. He remembers their covenant friendship and the
extraordinary loyalty Jonathan showed him. This is not ambition at work but submission to
God’s timing.

In God’s kingdom, glory is not grabbed. It is given. David foreshadows Christ, who did not cling to
His place in heaven but humbled Himself, waiting for the Father to exalt Him. When we wait on
God’s timing, we reflect the character of the One who waited for the cross before the crown.

Reflection Questions:

1. Why is it hard to wait for God’s timing when the opportunity is right in front of us?
2. How does David’s grief over Saul challenge our natural response to those who wrong us?
3. Inwhat area of your life do you need to trust God’s timing right now?

Prayer:

Father, teach me to trust Your timing over my own ambition. Keep me from shortcuts that would
compromise my obedience. Help me to honor even those who have wronged me, and to wait
patiently for the doors You choose to open. Amen.



