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On Sunday we examined 2 Samuel 5–6 and saw how, once David was anointed king, the 

Philistines came for him, yet his first move was prayer, not panic, and God gave a breakthrough 

at Baal-perazim; David then obeyed by destroying the idols. When the enemy returned, David 

asked the Lord again and followed a new plan, teaching us the pattern to ask, wait, and obey, 

because his true strength was obedience. We then traced the ark’s return and learned that zeal 

without seeking God’s Word led to Uzzah’s death, while the ark’s stay with Obed-edom showed 

that holiness brings blessing when honored. David tried again God’s way, carrying the ark on 

priests’ shoulders with sacrifice and reverence; he danced in humble joy, blessed the people, 

and endured Michal’s scorn, whose barrenness pictured the fruitlessness of pride. Finally, we 

looked to Jesus, the greater Son of David and true presence of God among us, whose perfect 

obedience and once-for-all sacrifice fulfilled what David only foreshadowed. I urged us to seek 

the Lord before acting, tear down our idols, handle holy things with reverent obedience, and 

choose humble worship that prizes God’s glory over our image.

Monday: Ask Before You Act
Scripture Reading: 

2 Samuel 5:17–19

Devotional:

When the Philistines heard of David’s anointing, they came looking for him. Elevation drew 

opposition. David did not scramble to count troops or sharpen swords. He turned first to the 

Lord and asked for guidance. This was not weakness. It was strength that flowed from reverence 

and trust.

Prayer before action reorders our instincts. It reminds us that God is not an accessory to our 

plans but the Lord who directs our steps. David’s question was specific and his listening was 
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expectant. God answered clearly and promised victory. The king’s greatest resource was not his 

army but his access to God.

Begin your week by resisting the urge to rush. Bring your decisions to the Lord. Ask for wisdom, 

clarity, and courage to obey. The pattern is simple and powerful. Ask. Listen. Act in faith.

Discussion or Reflection Questions

Where are you tempted to act first and pray later?
What would change this week if you paused to inquire of the Lord before major choices?
How can you make a habit of praying specific questions and listening for direction from 
Scripture?

Prayer

Father, teach me to ask before I act. Give me ears to hear Your word and a heart ready to obey. 

Lead me today in the way I should go, for the sake of Jesus my King. Amen.

Tuesday: Worship in the 
Breakthrough
Scripture Reading:

 2 Samuel 5:20–21

Devotional:

God granted David a clear victory at Baal-perazim. David did not applaud his own skill. He 

named the place for the Lord who broke through like a flood. Gratitude turned his success into 

worship. Victories can quickly inflate pride, unless we return praise to the One who saves.

Then came obedience. The Philistine idols were abandoned on the field, and David had them 

carried off and destroyed. God had already commanded Israel to burn such images. David 

refused to keep a trophy or melt down gold for the treasury. He protected his heart and his 

people from a snare.

After a breakthrough, the right response is both praise and purity. Thank God for what He has 

done, then remove anything that could steal your affection. Joy deepens when it is joined to 

obedience.
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Discussion or Reflection Questions

How do you usually respond when God answers a prayer or grants a win?
What trophies or subtle idols might you be keeping that need to go?
Where could obedience protect today’s joy from becoming tomorrow’s snare?

Prayer

Lord, You are the God of breakthroughs. I praise You for Your help and I ask for grace to obey You 

fully. Expose and remove any idol that competes for my heart. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Wednesday: Fresh Guidance for 
Familiar Battles
Scripture Reading: 

2 Samuel 5:23–24

The Philistines returned to the same valley, but God’s strategy was not the same. David inquired 

again and received a new plan. He was told to circle behind and wait for the sound of marching 

in the tops of the balsam trees. The Lord Himself would go before him. Familiar enemies still 

require fresh dependence.

Spiritual battles rarely follow a script. God’s wisdom meets us in real time. Yesterday’s grace is 

not a substitute for today’s guidance. To inquire again is not unbelief. It is humility that keeps 

step with the Lord’s leading.

Listen for the Spirit’s prompting through Scripture today. When God moves, move with Him. 

When He says wait, wait in faith. The sound in the trees reminds us that victory comes from His 

presence, not our predictability.

Discussion or Reflection Questions

Where are you assuming that what worked last time will work this time without prayer?
How do you discern the Lord’s timing and movement through His word and wise counsel?
What would it look like to wait for God to go before you in a current struggle?

Prayer



1. 
2. 
3. 

Guiding God, teach me to seek Your counsel again and again. Help me to recognize Your leading 

and to move only when You go before me. Keep me in step with Your Spirit. Amen.

Thursday: The Strength of 
Obedience
Scripture Reading: 

2 Samuel 5:25

Devotional:

Scripture says, “David did as the Lord commanded.” That sentence places him with Noah, 

Abraham, and Moses, people who trusted God enough to obey. The victory from Geba to Gezer 

was more than military success. It was moral clarity lived out in action.

Obedience is not a shortcut to blessing. It is the path itself. God’s commands are not 

suggestions. They are the wise boundaries and invitations of a holy and loving King. When we 

walk in them, we learn that strength is found in submission.

Look for one concrete way to obey today. Keep it specific and immediate. As you do, remember 

Jesus, who obeyed the Father perfectly and supplies grace for our imperfect steps.

Discussion or Reflection Questions

What command of God do you know but struggle to practice this week?
How does simple obedience free your mind and strengthen your heart?
In what way does Jesus’ perfect obedience encourage you to take the next faithful step?

Prayer

Holy God, make my heart quick to obey. Strengthen my will to do what You say. Thank You for 

Christ whose obedience covers me and empowers me. Amen.

Friday: Handling Holy Things
Scripture Reading: 
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2 Samuel 6:3–7

Devotional:

The ark was placed on a new cart, and the procession felt efficient and impressive. But it was not 

the way God had commanded. When Uzzah reached out to steady the ark, he violated God’s 

holiness and judgment fell. Sincerity could not cancel disobedience.

This sobering moment teaches holy fear. God is not casual about what He calls holy. Zeal must 

be married to knowledge and reverence. Partial obedience still misses the mark. Yet the story 

also points forward to mercy. In Christ, the Holy One makes us holy, so that we can draw near 

with awe and joy.

Let this scene reorder your worship. Approach God with humility, honor His word, and resist the 

impulse to improve on His instructions. Reverence is not stiffness. It is love that listens.

Discussion or Reflection Questions

Where might you be treating God’s holy things lightly, such as worship, Scripture, or the 
sacraments?
How can you unite zeal with knowledge when serving or leading?
What does it mean for you to practice holy reverence without fearfulness?

Prayer

Lord, teach me to handle holy things with holy hearts. Forgive casual approaches to Your 

presence. Join my zeal to wisdom, and let my reverence be filled with love. Through Jesus, 

Amen.

Saturday: Humble Joy Over Image
Scripture Reading: 

2 Samuel 6:20–22

Devotional:

David danced before the Lord in a linen ephod, laying aside royal splendor to rejoice in God. 

Michal despised him for it and mocked his humility. David replied that his worship was before 
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the Lord, not a performance for human approval. He chose God’s honor over image 

management.

True worship makes us small before a great God. It frees us from the gaze of others and roots our 

joy in the presence of the Lord. Pride closes the door to fruitfulness. Humility opens it. The way 

into joy is downward, not upward.

Let this prepare your heart for the Lord’s Day. Ask Christ to clothe you with humility, to renew 

your joy, and to make your worship honest, wholehearted, and God centered.

Discussion or Reflection Questions

Where does concern for appearance hinder your worship or obedience?
What would humble joy look like for you in gathered worship tomorrow?
How does remembering that your worship is “before the Lord” reshape your week?

Prayer

God of glory, free me from living for human approval. Give me humble joy in Your presence. Let 

my life worship You with sincerity and courage. In the name of Jesus, Amen.


