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On Sunday we saw that when success came, the real question was who received the glory, and 

we looked to 2 Samuel 8 where the refrain said that the Lord gave David victory wherever he 

went. We traced David’s campaigns on every side and saw that promise became providence as 

God kept His word, and David responded in humility by dedicating the spoils to the Lord rather 

than building his own power. We noted how David governed under the Word, hamstringing 

horses and consecrating silver and gold, and then administering justice and equity through a 

well-ordered team so that God’s character could be seen in public life. We clarified that while 

God once used Israel’s wars to preserve the promise, our warfare now was spiritual, and the 

cross set our pattern. Finally, we saw how David pointed us to Christ, whose victory disarmed 

deeper enemies, whose blood purchased us, and whose righteous reign extends to the ends of 

the earth, sending us to proclaim the gospel and practice justice as citizens of His kingdom. In 

short, victory was given, glory was returned, and justice was practiced, all finding their fullness 

in Jesus.

Monday: Who Gets the Glory
Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 8:6, 14

Devotional:

The narrator of 2 Samuel 8 keeps repeating a single line that trains our eyes. The Lord gave 
victory to David wherever he went. The chapter is not a parade of human greatness. It is a 
testimony to covenant faithfulness. Strategy, courage, and skill are not denied, but they are 
placed under a greater hand that keeps promises across borders and battles.

That same question presses us today. When a win lands in your lap, who gets the glory. It is right 
to celebrate, but every celebration includes a decision about credit. If we let the noise of 
achievement drown out the voice of gratitude, our hearts will quietly shift trust from God to 
ourselves. The line of the text is meant to become the line of our lives.

Begin a habit of redirecting credit. When the meeting goes well or the good news finally arrives, 
pause and say aloud to the Lord, Thank You. Let that sentence be the drumbeat under your 
victories. If the Lord gave, then we give the glory back. This is the way worship answers history.
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Discuss:

What recent success in your life needs to be re-labeled as a gift from God.
How can you build a visible habit of redirecting credit to the Lord at work or at home.
Where are you tempted to believe that tactics or talent are enough without God.

Prayer:

Giver of every good gift, train my eyes to see Your hand behind every victory. Guard me from 
quiet pride. Today I return the glory to You and ask for a heart that celebrates Your faithfulness 
first. Amen.

Tuesday: Spoils Into Worship

Scripture Reading: 1 Chronicles 18:8

Devotional:

David gathered bronze from Hadadezer, and later Solomon shaped that bronze into the sea, 
pillars, and vessels for the temple. The spoils of war became the furniture of worship. The 
historian wants us to notice the movement. What was taken on the battlefield was set apart in 
the sanctuary. What God grants, God gets.

The same pattern belongs in our weeks. Promotions, raises, windfalls, saved time, new 
opportunities these are modern spoils. Left to ourselves we display them as trophies. Under the 
Word we dedicate them as trusts. The Lord gave, so we give. When resources are set apart for 
holy use, gain becomes gratitude and wealth becomes witness.

Consider one concrete step. Convert a portion of a recent gain into generosity. Tell a friend what 
God did and how you intend to dedicate the benefit to His purposes. Choose a ministry or a 
person to bless. Let your life preach this simple sermon without words. The Lord gave, so we 
give.

Discuss:

What recent spoils in your life could be repurposed for worship and service.
In what ways do you find it easier to keep trophies than to create testimonies.
Who can you bless this week as a visible declaration that God is the Giver.

Prayer:
Lord, You entrusted resources to me. I set them apart for Your use. Turn my trophies into 
testimonies, my spoils into service, and my plans into praise. Amen.

Wednesday: Leading Under the Word

Scripture Reading: Deuteronomy 17:16–20

Devotional:
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The law warned Israel’s kings not to multiply horses or silver and gold and to keep the law close 
at hand. In 2 Samuel 8 David hamstrung captured horses and dedicated precious metals to God. 
These decisions were not random tactics. They were acts of trust that kept his heart small 
before God and therefore safe for God’s people.

Leadership under the Word refuses to lean on visible horsepower. It chooses restraint when 
accumulation would be applauded. It keeps a copy of the law near, not as a prop but as a plumb 
line. This is not only for kings and executives. Parents, teachers, team leads, volunteers all 
leadership is safer when it bows to Scripture.

Take stock of your power and your possessions. Where could you practice restraint this week so 
that trust shifts from might to the Lord. Where can you put the Word physically nearer to your 
daily work. Open Bible, open calendar, open hands. That is how governance becomes worship.

Discuss:

What is your version of horses and chariots that subtly attracts your trust.
Which practice would help you keep the Word close at hand in your daily rhythms.
Where might generosity or restraint protect your heart from self-reliance.

Prayer:

Holy God, place Your Word near my mind and deep in my will. Keep me from trusting in my own 
might. Make my leadership small before You and safe for others. Amen.

Thursday: The Right Battle

Scripture Reading: Ephesians 6:12

Devotional:

David’s battles preserved a people and a promise so that Christ would come. The cross now 
reframes victory for the church. Our enemies are not flesh and blood. The fight is spiritual. We 
stand against the schemes of the devil, and our weapons are truth, prayer, righteousness, faith, 
and the Word of God.

If we forget this, we will swing at the wrong targets. We will treat neighbors as enemies and 
arguments as ultimate. The New Testament hands us a field manual for perseverance that looks 
like watchful prayer, honest confession, and courageous love. Power is bridled by mercy. 
Strength takes the form of service.

Name your battlefield today. Is it a temptation that keeps circling, a lie that keeps whispering, a 
wound that keeps stinging. Put on the armor piece by piece. Pray Scripture. Ask a brother or 
sister to stand watch with you. The Lord wins hearts, and He steadies hands for the right fight.

Discuss:

Where have you been tempted to fight people rather than the true spiritual enemies.
Which piece of God’s armor do you most need to take up today and why.
Who can stand with you in prayer this week for perseverance.
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Prayer:

Risen Lord, teach my hands for the right war. Clothe me with Your armor, steady me in truth, and 
keep me praying at all times in the Spirit. Make my strength serve Your love. Amen.

Friday: Justice On The Street

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 8:15

Devotional:

David administered justice and equity to all his people. The text then lists officials and offices 
that made this possible. Security, memory, worship, communication, protection, and the training 
of the next generation all worked together so that the character of God would be visible in 
public life. Justice is not luck. It is liturgy in the public square.

God loves righteousness and justice. He practices steadfast love. When His people reflect His 
heart, communities flourish. Fairness without favoritism, truth without spin, strength yoked to 
mercy these are ordinary graces that make neighborhoods livable. They do not trend on social 
media, but they echo the throne of God.

What would justice look like on your street. Keep a promise you made. Repair a word you bent. 
Advocate for someone who lacks power. Give generously and quietly. Let worship at the center 
shape work at the edges. When the Lord blesses us, we bless. That is what it looks like to live 
under a just King.

Discuss:

Which ordinary practice of justice can you pursue this week in your workplace or 
neighborhood.
Where do your words need to be brought back under the rule of truth and love.
Who around you needs advocacy, protection, or generosity right now.

Prayer:

God of justice and equity, align my life with Your character. Order my words and works so that 
Your goodness becomes visible on my street. Use me as an instrument of peace. Amen.

Saturday: The Greater David and Our Mission

Scripture Reading: Matthew 28:18–19

Devotional:

David’s victories hint at Christ’s triumph, but only Jesus wears the crown without cracks. He 
disarmed the rulers and authorities at the cross. He ransomed us, not with silver or gold, but 
with His precious blood. He gives peace that reaches the heart through the renewing work of the 
Spirit. He wins our wills and makes us willing to follow.
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The risen King now sends us. All authority in heaven and on earth belongs to Him, so we are not 
spectators to His reign. We are ambassadors who proclaim the gospel and demonstrate the 
kingdom. Our weekdays become scenes where grace is announced and justice is practiced. 
When we return glory and practice justice, we agree with the direction of history.

Choose one step that matches the victory God has given you. Share your testimony with one 
person. Adjust your giving in light of His provision. Schedule one hour of service because love 
needs a calendar. The Lord gave, so we give. The Lord blesses, so we bless. That is the rhythm of 
citizens under a conquering and righteous King.

Discuss:

Where is Jesus calling you to proclaim the gospel this week, and to whom.
What act of justice or mercy will you schedule to match the blessings you have received.
Which promise of Christ’s authority do you need to remember as you go.

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, all authority is Yours. Send me today as Your willing ambassador. Put Your words on 
my lips and Your love in my hands. Let my life point to Your victory and Your reign. Amen.


