
Dover Daily Devotional
This week’s sermon focused on Jacob’s fight from Laban in Genesis 31. We focused on God’s faithfulness 

even in the midst of our adversity, fear, and our sinful idolatry. God is faithful even when we are faithless.  

Monday - Blessings and Persecutions: 
"And Jacob saw that Laban did not regard him with favor as before. Then the Lord said to Jacob, 

'Return to the land of your fathers and to your kindred, and I will be with you.' - Genesis 31:2-3 (ESV) 

Jacob's life was marked by ups and downs, and in this passage, we find him facing another challenging 

moment. Laban's envy and the changing circumstances around Jacob's prosperity serve as a reminder 

that even in the midst of God's blessings, we may encounter di�culties and opposition. But the key 

takeaway here is that God is always aware of our circumstances and guides us through every situation.

Just as God instructed Jacob to return to his homeland, God speaks to us in our times of uncertainty. He 

reassures us of His presence and guidance. Just like Jacob, we may face moments when those around us 

become envious or adversarial, but God remains faithful to His promises. He will never leave us nor 

forsake us. Jacob's journey back to his homeland was not without its challenges, but God's assurance 

that He would be with Jacob provided the courage and strength needed to face those challenges head-

on.

Discussion:

1. Have you ever faced a situation where others became envious or adversarial due to your blessings or 

success? How did you handle it?

2. How do you discern God's guidance in your life when you encounter di�culties or have to make 

important decisions?

3. In what ways can you relate to Jacob's journey, and how can you apply the lessons from his 

experiences to your own faith journey?

Prayer:

Dear Heavenly Father, we thank You for Your constant presence in our lives. Just as You guided Jacob 

through the challenges he faced, we pray for Your guidance in our own journeys. Help us to trust in Your 

promises, even when circumstances seem uncertain. Grant us the wisdom to discern Your will and the 

strength to face adversity with courage and faith. We also pray for the ability to handle envy and 

opposition from others with grace and love. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

Tuesday: Coming Home

"Then the Lord said to Jacob, 'Return to the land of your fathers and to your kindred, and I will be with 

you.’” - Genesis 31:3 (ESV)

Life is a journey filled with unexpected twists and turns, challenges, and uncertainties. Just as Jacob 

faced daunting circumstances in his quest to return to Canaan, we, too, encounter our share of trials and 

tribulations on our journey through life. However, like Jacob, we have the assurance of God's presence 

DEVOTIONALS
Dover Daily Growing

Together in
God's Word!



and protection. In Genesis 31:3, God made a simple yet profound promise to Jacob: "I will be with you." 

These words served as a beacon of hope and strength for Jacob, and they can do the same for us.

Our yearning for a heavenly homeland is a reflection of our innate desire for a place of true belonging 

and fulfillment. While we may navigate through this world as "strangers and pilgrims," our hearts are set 

on a better, heavenly country. Our Christian journey is not just about changing locations; it's about 

pursuing the blessings and eternal relationship that God o�ers. Heaven is the culmination of God's 

promises, where we will enjoy eternal communion with Him, free from the su�ering and sin of this world.

As we face the uncertainties of life, let us take solace in God's promise: "I will be with you." Just as God 

was with Jacob throughout his perilous journey, He is with us in our trials and challenges. This promise 

signifies God's commitment to stand by our side, guide us, and shield us from harm. No matter what 

di�culties lie ahead, we can find strength and comfort in the unwavering presence of our Heavenly 

Father.

Discussion:

1. How does the promise "I will be with you" impact your perspective on facing challenges in your life?

2. In what ways can we maintain a heavenly perspective while living in this imperfect world, just as Jacob 

maintained his commitment to return to Canaan?

3. How can you encourage and support fellow believers who may be going through challenging times, 

reminding them of God's promise to be with them?

Prayer:

Dear Heavenly Father, we thank You for Your promise to be with us, just as You were with Jacob on his 

journey. In times of uncertainty and adversity, help us to remember Your unwavering presence and 

protection. Give us the strength to maintain a heavenly perspective and pursue the blessings and eternal 

relationship You o�er. May we find comfort in Your promises and trust in Your providence as we navigate 

the challenges of life. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

Wednesday: The Lord’s Promise
Then the angel of God said to me in the dream, ‘Jacob,’ and I said, ‘Here I am!’ And he said, ‘Lift up your 

eyes and see, all the goats that mate with the flock are striped, spotted, and mottled, for I have seen all 

that Laban is doing to you. I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed a pillar and made a vow to me. 

Now arise, go out from this land and return to the land of your kindred.’ - Genesis 31:11-13 (ESV)

In the midst of life's challenges and struggles, we often wonder if God truly sees and cares about our 

situation. Jacob's encounter with the angel of God in a dream serves as a powerful reminder that God not 

only sees but deeply empathizes with our trials. When God declared, "I have seen all that Laban is doing 

to you," He acknowledged Jacob's pain and su�ering. Just as God was intimately aware of Jacob's 

circumstances, He is also intimately aware of every detail of our lives.

The mention of Bethel in this passage brings to mind Jacob's earlier encounter with God when he saw a 

vision of a ladder connecting heaven and earth. This vision symbolizes God's active involvement in the 

lives of His people. Through Christ, the ultimate connection between heaven and earth, we have access 

to the boundless compassion and love of our heavenly Father. Jesus, the heavenly ladder, bridges the 

gap between divinity and humanity. He is both fully God and fully man, demonstrating God's deep desire 

to be close to us and understand our human experiences.

As we face our own challenges, let us take comfort in the fact that God sees, cares, and empathizes with 

us. Just as He called Jacob to arise and return to his homeland, God calls us to trust Him and rely on His 

guidance. Through Christ, we have a direct connection to the heavenly realms, and we can find strength 

and hope in His presence.

Discussion:



1. Can you recall a time when you felt like God saw and empathized with your struggles? How did that 

experience impact your faith?

2. In what ways can we strengthen our awareness of God's presence and His active involvement in our 

lives, especially during di�cult times?

3. How does the concept of Christ as the "heavenly ladder" deepen your understanding of God's love and 

compassion for humanity?

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, we thank You for Your constant presence in our lives. Like Jacob, we sometimes face 

trials and challenges that seem overwhelming, and we wonder if You truly see and care. Help us to trust 

in Your promise that You are always aware of our circumstances and that You deeply empathize with our 

struggles. We are grateful for the connection we have through Christ, the heavenly ladder, which brings 

Your love and compassion directly into our lives. Give us the strength to arise and follow Your guidance, 

knowing that You are with us every step of the way. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

Thursday: Secret Idols
"Then Rachel and Leah answered and said to him, 'Is there any portion or inheritance left to us in our 

father's house? Are we not regarded by him as foreigners? For he has sold us, and he has indeed 

devoured our money. All the wealth that God has taken away from our father belongs to us and to our 

children. Now then, whatever God has said to you, do.'" - Genesis 31:14-16 (ESV)

“Laban had gone to shear his sheep, and Rachel stole her father's household gods.” - Genesis 31:19 

(ESV)

In the midst of Jacob's journey of faith, we encounter a perplexing moment when Rachel, his beloved 

wife, steals her father Laban's household idols. The motivations behind this act remain somewhat 

mysterious, but it serves as a reminder that sometimes we, too, may unknowingly cling to things in our 

lives that compete with our devotion to God. Rachel's actions may have been driven by concerns about 

her inheritance or possibly a lingering attachment to her past beliefs. Regardless of her reasons, her theft 

was a clear violation of God's commandments.

Rachel's actions compel us to reflect on our own lives. Are there hidden idols in our hearts, like 

materialism, success, or personal desires, that subtly take precedence over our devotion to God? Just as 

Rachel may have clung to her past idols, we, too, can secretly hold onto things that hinder our spiritual 

growth and relationship with God even while we are seemingly on a journey of faith. 

Discussion:

1. What are some modern-day idols or distractions that can subtly take the place of God in our hearts?

2. How can we actively evaluate our hearts and identify hidden idols in our lives?

3. In what ways can we prioritize our devotion to God over worldly pursuits and desires?

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, we come before You, acknowledging that sometimes we unknowingly place idols in our 

hearts that compete with our devotion to You. Help us to examine our lives honestly and identify any 

distractions or attachments that hinder our relationship with You. Grant us the wisdom and strength to 

put You first in all aspects of our lives. May we trust in Your provision and guidance, just as Rachel and 

Leah ultimately trusted in Your plan for Jacob. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

Friday: God’s Intervention

"When it was told Laban on the third day that Jacob had fled, he took his kinsmen with him and pursued 

him for seven days and followed close after him into the hill country of Gilead. But God came to Laban 



the Aramean in a dream by night and said to him, “Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, either good 

or bad." - Genesis 31:22-24 (ESV)

In Genesis 31:22-24, we witness a remarkable demonstration of God's providential care. Jacob had fled 

from his deceitful father-in-law Laban, taking with him his family and flocks. Laban, upon discovering 

Jacob's departure, pursued him with anger and the intent to take back what he believed was rightfully 

his. Jacob was seemingly trapped, with Laban closing in on him. Yet, God intervened in a most 

unexpected way. Through a dream, God warned Laban not to harm Jacob and instructed him to restrain 

his anger.

This story serves as a powerful reminder of God's watchful eye over our lives. There are moments when it 

appears that adversity is closing in on us, when we might not see a way out of our troubles. However, just 

like Jacob, we have a God who orchestrates events behind the scenes for our protection and well-being. 

He can soften the hearts of our adversaries, change the course of circumstances, and provide us with 

divine guidance when we need it most.

Discussion:

1. Can you recall a time in your life when you faced a challenging situation, and it seemed like everything 

was against you? How did God's protection or intervention become evident to you in that situation?

2. Sometimes we may not immediately recognize God's hand in our lives. How can we become more 

attuned to His presence and protection in our daily experiences?

3. Laban's anger was defused by God's message in a dream. Are there people in your life with whom you 

have conflicts or misunderstandings? How can you seek God's guidance and patience in resolving these 

conflicts, trusting in His intervention?

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, we are grateful for your unwavering protection and guidance in our lives, even when we 

are unaware of it. Help us to trust in your providential care, especially in moments of adversity. Open our 

eyes to see your hand at work and soften our hearts to seek reconciliation with those we may be in 

conflict with. Just as you intervened in Jacob's situation, we pray that you would guide us, protect us, 

and bring about your perfect plans in our lives. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

Saturday: Resolving Conflict the Right Way

“Jacob said to Laban, “What is my o�ense? What is my sin, that you have hotly pursued me? For you 

have felt through all my goods; what have you found of all your household goods? Set it here before my 

kinsmen and your kinsmen, that they may decide between us two. These twenty years I have been with 

you. Your ewes and your female goats have not miscarried, and I have not eaten the rams of your flocks. 

What was torn by wild beasts I did not bring to you. I bore the loss of it myself. From my hand you 

required it, whether stolen by day or stolen by night. There I was: by day the heat consumed me, and the 

cold by night, and my sleep fled from my eyes. These twenty years I have been in your house. I served 

you fourteen years for your two daughters, and six years for your flock, and you have changed my 

wages ten times. If the God of my father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had not been on my 

side, surely now you would have sent me away empty-handed. God saw my a�liction and the labor of 

my hands and rebuked you last night." - Genesis 31:36-42 (ESV)

In the closing verses of Genesis 31, we find Jacob at a pivotal moment in his life, one that holds important 

lessons for us as Christians today. Jacob, who had been wronged and mistreated by Laban for many 

years, finally took a stand. He defended himself against false accusations and highlighted the years of 

injustice he had endured. This shows us that as believers, we should not remain silent when our faith or 

character is slandered unjustly. We have a responsibility to set the record straight, not for our own honor, 

but to uphold the honor and glory of Christ, whom we represent.

Moreover, Jacob's actions reveal the importance of addressing injustice and abuse. While we are called to 

forgive, we are not called to turn a blind eye to wrongdoing. Love and compassion for the wrongdoer 

should motivate us to speak up and challenge sin when it harms us or others. Jacob's willingness to 



confront the injustice ultimately led to a path of forgiveness and reconciliation. As Christians, we are 

called to be peacemakers, seeking harmony in our relationships rather than seeking revenge.

Finally, Jacob's response concludes with worship and thanksgiving to God. He recognized that it was God 

who had been with him, protecting and providing for him throughout his journey. As believers, we should 

follow Jacob's example and testify to God's faithfulness, grace, and protection in our lives. God deserves 

all the glory and praise.

Discussion:

1. Have you ever been in a situation where your faith or character was unjustly slandered? How did you 

handle it, and what can you learn from Jacob's response in such situations?

2. How do you strike a balance between forgiving wrongdoers and addressing injustice in your own life 

and relationships? What biblical principles can guide you in this balance?

3. In what ways can you incorporate a spirit of thanksgiving and worship into your daily life, testifying to 

God's goodness and faithfulness?

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the lessons we can learn from the life of Jacob. Help us to have the 

courage to defend our faith and character when they are unjustly attacked, all the while seeking to bring 

honor and glory to Christ. Give us the discernment to address injustice and abuse with love and 

compassion, always striving for reconciliation and peace. May our lives be a testimony to your 

faithfulness, and may we never cease to worship and praise you for your goodness. In Jesus' name, we 

pray. Amen.


