
Sunday's sermon delved into the remarkable story of Isaac's birth. Abraham and Sarah had waited for 

over 25 years for the arrival of their beloved son. During the sermon, we discussed Abraham's unwavering 

faith when he was faced with a challenging test. He was asked to sacrifice his son, whom he cherished 

deeply. However, God's faithfulness prevailed, and Isaac was spared. We also talked about how 

Abraham's unshakeable trust in God's provision foreshadowed God's ultimate sacrifice and provision 

through his son, Jesus Christ. The message ended with a reminder of God's covenant promises to bless 

Abraham's descendants and all nations through a future descendant, who was none other than Jesus 

Christ himself. 

Monday 8/21/23 - Standing Firm in God's Promises
"God said, "No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. I will 

establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his o�spring after him." - Genesis 17:19 

Have you ever found yourself in a season of waiting, with uncertainty casting shadows over your heart? In 

those moments, it's natural to wonder if God will ever come through for you. Take comfort in the story of 

Abraham and Sarah, a tale of hope and faith in the face of prolonged longing. Despite years of yearning 

for a child, God proved Himself faithful to His promise and bestowed upon them the gift of a son named 

Isaac. This extraordinary birth marked the genesis of a special and everlasting covenant between God 

and His people—a covenant that extends to us today.

Abraham and Sarah's journey of waiting and finally receiving Isaac mirrors our own experiences of waiting 

on God's promises. Sometimes, the path to fulfillment seems long and uncertain, leaving us feeling 

discouraged and impatient. But we must remember that God is the Promise Keeper. Just as He remained 

faithful to Abraham and Sarah, He will fulfill His promises to us in His perfect timing. The birth of Isaac 

also foreshadows the ultimate gift of God's love and redemption for humanity through Jesus Christ. In 

the fullness of time, God sent His one and only Son, Jesus, to be the Savior of the world. Through His life, 

death, and resurrection, Christ sealed a new and everlasting covenant—a covenant of grace, forgiveness, 

and eternal life!

Discussion Questions:

1. How do God's faithfulness and fulfillment of His promises in the lives of Abraham and Sarah encourage 

you to trust Him in your own life?
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2. In what ways can we remain patient and faithful while waiting for God's promises to be fulfilled?

3. Reflect on a time when you experienced God's faithfulness in fulfilling a promise. How did that 

strengthen your relationship with Him?

Prayer:

Gracious God, we praise You for Your unwavering faithfulness throughout the ages. Just as You fulfilled 

Your promise to Abraham and Sarah, we trust that You will fulfill Your promises in our lives as well. 

During times of waiting and uncertainty, may we find comfort in knowing that Your plans are perfect and 

Your timing is always right. Help us to remain patient and steadfast in our faith, knowing that You are 

working behind the scenes for our good. Thank You for the assurance of Your covenant, and may we 

walk in the knowledge of Your enduring love and grace. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

Tuesday 8/22/23 - “From Laughter of Doubt to 
Laughter of Joy” 
And Sarah said, "God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh over me." And she said, 

"Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his 

old age." - Genesis 21:6-7

Despite her old age and initial disbelief, Sarah gives birth to a son, Isaac, which brings her overwhelming 

joy and laughter. Earlier, she had laughed at the idea that she could ever have a son, but now she was 

laughing out of joy in God's goodness. Sarah gratefully acknowledged God's miraculous power and 

declared that everyone who hears about it will share in her laughter.

This passage is a powerful reminder that even in our darkest moments, God can bring joy and laughter 

into our lives. He can transform our sorrows into joy, despair into hope, and impossibilities into 

possibilities. We can take comfort in the fact that no matter how di�cult our circumstances may be, 

God's promises are steadfast and sure. As we go through life, let us trust in His faithfulness and look to 

Him for the joy and fulfillment that only He can bring.

Discussion Questions:

1. How does Sarah's story of laughter and joy in Genesis 21:6-7 inspire you to trust in God's promises for 

your life?

2. Have you experienced a situation where God brought unexpected joy and laughter despite challenging 

circumstances?

3. How can we maintain an attitude of joy and laughter in our lives, even when facing trials or waiting for 

God's promises to be fulfilled?



Prayer:

Heavenly Father, we praise You for Your faithfulness and the joy You bring into our lives. Just as You 

fulfilled Your promise to Sarah, we trust that You will fulfill Your promises in our lives too. Help us to hold 

on to Your word and to wait patiently for Your perfect timing. Lord, in times of doubt or uncertainty, 

remind us of Your ability to bring joy and laughter, turning our sorrows into songs of praise. Grant us the 

strength to trust in Your promises and to find joy in Your presence. We surrender our lives to Your loving 

hands, knowing that You are always faithful. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

Wednesday 8/23/23 - Faith Tested
"By faith Abraham, when he was tested, o�ered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in 

the act of o�ering up his only son, of whom it was said, "Through Isaac shall your o�spring be named." 

He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he 

did receive him back." - Hebrews 11:17-19

The story of Abraham and Isaac is an emotional roller coaster of faith and trust. When God asked 

Abraham to sacrifice his precious son, it was a heart-wrenching test. But Abraham's response showed his 

unwavering faith in God's promises. He trusted that through Isaac, his descendants would be reckoned. 

And even though it seemed impossible, he was willing to o�er his beloved son as a sacrifice. That's some 

next-level obedience!

Abraham's faith was based on the belief that God is in control, even over life and death. He had no 

doubts that God would fulfill His promises, even if it meant raising the dead. This story serves as a 

reminder that faith is not just about receiving blessings but also about trusting God when we cannot 

understand. It calls us to submit our will to God's purposes, even when it seems painful or beyond our 

understanding.

When we face tough times, we can look to Abraham's example and find inspiration to remain steadfast in 

our faith. We can take comfort in knowing that God is always with us and that His plans for our lives are 

good. So let's trust in Him, even when the road ahead seems uncertain, and let's hold fast to the hope 

that He will never leave us nor forsake us.

Discussion Questions:

1. How can we develop the kind of faith that embraces God's test and willingly surrenders our desires to 

His will?

2. In what ways can we cultivate unwavering trust in God's promises, especially during challenging times?

3. Reflect on a time when your faith was tested. How did you respond, and what did you learn from that 

experience?

Prayer:



Heavenly Father, we come before You humbly, acknowledging Your sovereignty and wisdom. Just as 

Abraham demonstrated unwavering faith and obedience, we seek to trust You wholeheartedly, even 

when faced with di�cult circumstances. Help us, Lord, to hold onto Your promises and to believe that 

You are faithful to fulfill them, regardless of how situations may appear. When we encounter tests and 

challenges, strengthen our faith and enable us to embrace Your will, knowing that You work all things 

together for our good. May our lives reflect profound obedience to You, just as Abraham's did. In Jesus' 

name, we pray. Amen.

Thursday 8/24/23 - The Weight of Surrender
He said, "Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and o�er him 

there as a burnt o�ering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you." - Genesis 22:2 

It's hard to imagine the weight Abraham must have felt when God commanded him to sacrifice his 

beloved son, Isaac, as a burnt o�ering on a mountain in Moriah. After waiting for so long for his son, this 

was undoubtedly a test of faith and obedience unlike any other. But what we see in this moment is a 

profound lesson in surrendering to God's will, even when it goes against our human understanding.

Abraham's willingness to obey God's command shows us what true surrender looks like. God desires 

hearts that are fully yielded to Him, hearts that trust His wisdom and sovereignty, even when the path 

seems incomprehensible. This passage challenges us to examine our own willingness to surrender our 

most cherished possessions, dreams, and desires to God. It's a reminder that His plans are always higher 

and more significant than our own, and we can trust Him with our lives.

Discussion Questions:

1. How can we cultivate a spirit of surrender and trust in God's will, especially during challenging 

circumstances?

2. Reflect on a time when you faced a di�cult decision, and surrendering to God's will brought 

unexpected blessings or growth.

3. In what ways can we strengthen our faith to face tests of obedience with the same trust and surrender 

that Abraham demonstrated?

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, we bow before You, acknowledging Your wisdom and goodness. Just as Abraham faced 

a challenging test of faith and obedience, we, too, encounter moments that call us to surrender to Your 

will. Grant us the strength to yield our desires, ambitions, and dreams to Your divine plan. Help us to 

trust Your leading and believe that Your ways are always better than our own. In times of uncertainty, 

may we find comfort in knowing that You are in control and that Your purposes are ultimately for our 

good. Teach us to walk in faith and surrender, just as Abraham did. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.



Friday 8/25/23 - It Depends on Faith
“That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all 

his o�spring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, 

who is the father of us all, as it is written, "I have made you the father of many nations"—in the presence 

of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not 

exist. In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had 

been told, "So shall your o�spring be." He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, 

which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the 

barrenness of Sarah's womb. No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew 

strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, fully convinced that God was able to do what he had 

promised. That is why his faith was "counted to him as righteousness." - Romans 4:20-22

The story of Abraham's unshakable faith speaks volumes to believers of all ages. Even when faced with 

challenges and uncertainties, Abraham never wavered in his trust in God's promises. His faith only grew 

stronger as he gave glory to God and remained fully convinced that God had the power to do what He 

had promised. This kind of conviction fueled his journey of faith, from the miraculous birth of Isaac to the 

ultimate test of o�ering him as a sacrifice.

Abraham's unwavering faith teaches us a valuable lesson about the importance of being fully persuaded 

in our trust in God. In the face of trials and uncertainties, it's easy to let doubt and fear creep in. But 

when we focus on God's character and track record of faithfulness, just like Abraham did, we can 

strengthen our faith and move forward with unwavering confidence. We can rest assured that God is in 

control, and that His plans will always come to pass.

Discussion Questions:

1. How can we cultivate unwavering faith in God's promises, especially during times of doubt or waiting?

2. What are some practical ways to strengthen our faith and give glory to God, as Abraham did?

3. Reflect on a time when your faith was fully persuaded in God's promises. How did this impact your 

outlook and actions during that period?

Prayer:

Dear Heavenly Father, we come before You with hearts filled with gratitude for the example of faith we 

find in Abraham. We thank You for the reminder that being fully persuaded in our faith in You brings 

strength and glory to Your name. Help us, Lord, to resist unbelief and doubt, and instead, may our 

hearts be firmly anchored in Your promises and power. When uncertainties arise, may we draw closer to 

You, knowing that You are faithful and able to do what You have promised. Strengthen our faith, O Lord, 

and may our lives be a testimony of unwavering trust in You. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.



Saturday 8/26/23 - The Lord Will Provide
And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his 

horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and o�ered it up as a burnt o�ering instead of his son. So 

Abraham called the name of that place, "The Lord will provide"; as it is said to this day, "On the mount 

of the Lord it shall be provided." - Genesis 22:13-14 

Abraham's trial of faith is undeniably awe-inspiring. His unwavering obedience to God's command to 

sacrifice his son, Isaac, is a testament to his devotion. However, God intervened just as Abraham was 

about to carry out this di�cult task and provided a ram caught in the thicket as an alternative sacrifice. 

This miraculous intervention not only spared Isaac's life but also became a powerful declaration of God's 

faithfulness and provision. In response, Abraham named the place "The LORD Will Provide," 

acknowledging God as Jehovah Jireh—the One who sees our needs and supplies abundantly.

This passage serves as a strong reminder of God's unwavering faithfulness and care for His children. We 

can trust that just as He provided for Abraham in his moment of greatest need, He will always provide for 

us today. It is important to remember that His provision may not always come in the way we expect or on 

our preferred timeline, but we can rest assured that God is attentive to our circumstances and will 

provide according to His perfect plan.

Discussion Questions:

1. Reflect on a time when God provided for you in a remarkable way. How did this experience impact your 

faith and trust in God's provision?

2. How can we maintain a posture of faith and trust in God's provision, even when faced with challenging 

circumstances or uncertainties?

3. What steps can we take to recognize and acknowledge God's provision in our daily lives and cultivate a 

heart of gratitude?

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, we come before You with hearts filled with gratitude for Your faithfulness as “Jehovah 

Jireh”—the God who provides. Just as You provided for Abraham on the mountain, we trust that You will 

provide for our needs in every aspect of life. Help us to lean on Your promises and not be swayed by fear 

or doubt. In moments of uncertainty, may we remember that You see our needs and will supply 

according to Your abundant grace. We thank You for Your unfailing provision and for being a God who 

cares for every detail of our lives. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.




