
 

“The Calling of a Wife”                              Genesis 1:27-28 
+​ additional passages 

 

LEARN 
Tracing God's Story: God’s Kingdom—Rise & Fall (Part 2) (27:40) The founding of 
Israel's monarchy marked a time of both great blessing and great sin, as was shown in 
the previous chapter, the first of two in which we are considering the scene of the 
biblical story we are calling "God's Kingdom-Rise and Fall." Supplemental 
books/workbooks can be purchased here 
 
Video: “Encouragement to discouraged Christian women” by Mary Beeke (6:29) 
 
Video: “What is a wife’s responsibility in solving marital conflict?” by John Piper (6:11) 
 
Video: “My husband is passive—what can I do?” by John Piper (9:21) 
 
Video: “Being the woman God calls you to be” by Paul Washer and Mary Beeke (51:22) 
 

1.​ As you reflect on the passages and sermon, what was most impactful to you? 
What are your thoughts on the big idea? 

a.​ Big Idea: A wife is called to image the Church as she nurtures unity, wisdom, 
fruitfulness, and faithfulness 

 
2.​ Why is the biblical understanding of a “suitable helper” (ezer) so important to 

understanding the calling of a wife? 
a.​ "Ezer" means to help, nourish, sustain, or strengthen where there is 

genuine need 
b.​ It is an elevating title, often used of God Himself in the Old Testament 
c.​ God created woman to supply what was lacking so that man and woman 

could fulfill God's mission together 
d.​ Marriage is about compatibility, not competition, and complementary, 

not contradictory roles - a wife images the Church by nurturing unity, 
wisdom, fruitfulness, and faithfulness 

 
3.​ How does a wife practically communicate respect through "faithfulness" and the 

use of her tongue in daily communication? 

 

https://youtu.be/Lw4VN6vr2cM?si=3rfjZln-OnQixfqE
https://www.amazon.com/Tracing-Gods-Story-Introduction-Biblical/dp/1433593041/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?crid=3E9AJPL9LENWQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ufYV1ySXwVSIvAx-n9XngeYzarEIrn--DCVvHOTTNt93R9og7-pFmpzKbBmY6pg8s_1a-wYsHfdSiyVfnzXLzVUJuBb6hBSnUNj5jFAyI3c.9RteRNn0Yiwz6pNQrJiKVJceHD94g8aOQHWD05MnkB8&dib_tag=se&keywords=tracing+god%27s+story+jon+nielson&qid=1777483499&sprefix=tracing+god%2Caps%2C186&sr=8-2-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://youtu.be/PqWoyVtdi64?si=vxpHkzT3N0AXLmfw
https://youtu.be/oqmy3B7L2bw?si=__6xzRW8Koo9KCAM
https://youtu.be/yhdhkAFQ6rI?si=8rzwjdhKNRfiSs_Y
https://youtu.be/lY4AzsoVMys?si=jCiz8n1rehzXZTha


 

a.​ Speaking words of life out of the abundance of the heart, being 
intentional about acknowledging the weight of responsibility placed on 
her husband 

b.​ Asking for his thoughts on situations, topics, and taking theological 
questions to him, which communicates respect and honors him by 
assuming he is competent enough to know or find out 

     

PRACTICE 
1.​ The sermon says marriage exists for a "shared mission." What might that look 

like during your current stage of life even if you’re not currently married? 
a.​ Singles 

i.​ Prepare now by cultivating Christlike character and learn to serve 
others rather than seeking self-fulfillment 

ii.​ Develop habits of work, responsibility, and spiritual maturity 
iii.​ Invest in making disciples and serving Christ's Church - Use your 

gifts to nurture unity, wisdom, fruitfulness, and faithfulness in 
others 

iv.​ Find your identity in Christ rather than your marital status 
b.​ Married with Children 

i.​ View your children as your first disciples 
ii.​ Work together to cultivate a Christ-centered home 
iii.​ Regularly ask and work toward how your family can better reflect 

the gospel 
c.​ Empty Nesters 

i.​ Continue serving together in ministry 
ii.​ Invest in younger couples and families, share your wisdom 
iii.​ Remember your calling as husband and wife has not ended 

d.​ Retired or Home-bound 
i.​ Continue building others through prayer, encouragement, 

hospitality, mentoring, or faithful witness 
ii.​ Use this season to strengthen Christ's Church and leave a legacy of 

faithfulness by sharing experiences and encouragement 
 

2.​ Wives, describe what it looks like practically for you to: (1) Bless your husband 
and children (2) Use your gifts to build up your husband and children (3) 
Communicate the Gospel to your family through current circumstances.  For 
those who hope to be married in the future, how can you prepare for this now? 
 

 



 

3.​ The sermon said, "Be the wife to the husband you have, not the husband you 
wish he was." Wives, how can you do this? More broadly, how can we learn to 
faithfully serve the people God has actually placed in our lives rather than 
wishing they were different? 

a.​ Learn people's strengths and weaknesses 
b.​ Use your gifts to strengthen rather than compete 
c.​ Show patience instead of frustration 
d.​ Encourage growth while extending grace 
e.​ Ask how you can make another person's calling easier to fulfill 

 
4.​ Some people struggle with Scripture calling wives to submit to their husbands. 

What is your experience with this? How can Christian wives be encouraged to 
not slip into a worldly perspective of submission? Husbands, what can you do to 
help your wives have a proper perspective of submission? 
 

5.​ What specific habits or attitudes should change this week so that you better 
nurture unity, wisdom, fruitfulness, and faithfulness in the relationships God has 
entrusted to you? 

a.​ First, reflect on how God is toward us, and look for opportunities to 
strengthen rather than compete with others or criticize them 

b.​ Pray intentionally for your family, church, and those you influence 
c.​ Practice greater self-control in your speech and responses, Speak more 

words of encouragement than criticism - Ask daily, "How can I glorify 
Christ and build up those God has placed in my care? 

 

CHANGE 

1.​ Wives, how do you talk about your husband with others? Is there something that 
needs to change? 

 
2.​ Have you veered into the "anti-gospel" ditch of self-righteousness by believing 

your domestic or career achievements create your value? If so, what needs to 
change about what you are believing about the finished work of Jesus Christ? 

a.​ Repenting of the trap of believing that if you perfectly fulfill domestic 
duties or attain career landmarks, only then will you be loved, obeyed, 
and accepted by God and others;  Shifting your belief back to the 
finished work of Christ, realizing your absolute acceptance and identity as 
a beloved child of God before performing any work, and serving others 
out of an overflow of His abundance rather than a need for approval 

 


