“Marriage Is A Marathon, 1 Peter 4:8
Not A Spring”

LEARN

Tracing God's Story: God's Church (29:04) This chapter continues to study the Church
by focusing on the Epistles—the letters that the apostles sent to the churches they
established to instruct God's people more fully in the gospel of Jesus Christ and give
guidance to the church leaders as they shepherded the people during those early days.
These Epistles, as we know and believe, were written by men, but they were inspired
by the Holy Spirit of God. They are therefore authoritative and powerful for our lives
today as we also follow Jesus as part of God's church.Supplemental books/workbooks
can be purchased here

Video: “All you need is Cruciform love” by Paul David Tripp (5:46)

1. Read 1 Peter 4:8. What is the difference between viewing marriage as a contract
versus a biblical covenant?

2. According to the sermon, what does it mean that earnest love "covers a
multitude of sins"?

PRACTICE

1. What are simple ways we can put into practice the instruction to "keep loving
earnestly" even during seasons where feelings of warmth or affection might be
dry?

2. Married Couples: Take some time for the spouses in the room to share what they
love about each other.

3. Singles and Married Couples: For those who are married: Think back to your
wedding day—Ilooking back now, were you clear-eyed about what marriage
takes, or a bit naive? What caught you completely off guard? What biblical truths
about God’s true purpose for marriage do you wish you understood better back
then, and what wisdom (‘Thinking with your Bible’) would you share with the
singles in our group today?


https://www.amazon.com/Tracing-Gods-Story-Introduction-Biblical/dp/1433593041/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?crid=3E9AJPL9LENWQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ufYV1ySXwVSIvAx-n9XngeYzarEIrn--DCVvHOTTNt93R9og7-pFmpzKbBmY6pg8s_1a-wYsHfdSiyVfnzXLzVUJuBb6hBSnUNj5jFAyI3c.9RteRNn0Yiwz6pNQrJiKVJceHD94g8aOQHWD05MnkB8&dib_tag=se&keywords=tracing+god%27s+story+jon+nielson&qid=1777483499&sprefix=tracing+god%2Caps%2C186&sr=8-2-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://youtu.be/tvZfvyRUqdo?si=3ogjgzsm3XPEcPBZ

4. How can couples practically distinguish between minor daily offenses that

should be "covered" and issues that require direct conversation and biblical
resolution?

5. So much of this message is about the endurance of marriage through reflecting
and repenting of our sins against our spouse and seeking to love and bless them
REGARDLESS of how they treat us. Can you share stories of encouragement of
how this has impacted your marriage?

CHANGE

1.

Pastor Mike highlighted Jesus’ invitation in Matthew 11:28 to "take my yoke
upon you and learn from me." In which of the three areas—making love a
priority, loving earnestly/sincerely, or covering/overlooking offenses—are you
relying too much on your own strength, and what posture of Christ do you need
to adopt?



