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LEARN 
 

1.​ Read Acts 1:12–14. Jesus told the disciples to return to Jerusalem and wait for 
the promise of the Father. How did they respond, and what does their response 
show about their dependence on him? 

a.​ They returned to Jerusalem in obedience, even though it was the city 
where Jesus had recently been arrested and killed. 

b.​ They gathered “with one accord” and devoted themselves to prayer. 
c.​ They did not attempt to fulfill the Great Commission in their own 

strength. Their waiting was active: they obeyed, prayed, and trusted the 
Lord to enlighten and empower them. 

 
 

2.​ In Acts 1:15–20, Peter says that “the Scripture had to be fulfilled” concerning 
Judas. How does Peter understand Judas’s betrayal in light of Scripture? What 
does this tell us about opposition to Jesus and his church? 

a.​ Jesus did not make a mistake in choosing Judas. His betrayal did not 
catch the Lord by surprise or thwart his plan. 

b.​ Peter reads these events through the Scriptures, recognizing that Jesus 
fulfills what they say and point toward. 

c.​ Judas was responsible for his wickedness, yet even his betrayal could not 
hinder the fulfillment of God’s Word. Satan’s attempt to stifle the kingdom 
was a “colossal failure.” 

 
3.​ Why did Judas’s place among the Twelve need to be filled? According to Acts 

1:21–22, what qualified someone to take his place? 
a.​ The Twelve had a particular role as witnesses to Jesus and as the 

foundation of the restored people of God. Filling the vacancy mattered to 
the mission Jesus had given them. 

b.​ The replacement had to have accompanied the disciples throughout 
Jesus’ earthly ministry, beginning with John’s baptism, and be a witness 
to his resurrection. 

c.​ This was a particular appointment in the church’s foundation, rather than a 
pattern for continually replacing the Twelve. 
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4.​ Read Acts 1:23–26. The disciples identified two qualified men, prayed, and 
asked the Lord to show them the one “you have chosen.” What does their 
approach reveal about their confidence in Christ? 

a.​ They used the knowledge available to them, then entrusted the decision 
to the Lord who knows every heart. 

b.​ They believed the ascended Jesus was still leading his church and had 
the authority to choose his apostle. 

c.​ The casting of lots describes what happened in this unique situation; it is 
not an instruction for how churches should choose leaders today. 

 
 

PRACTICE 

1.​ The sermon described our time as the “Already, Not Yet.” Jesus is ruling and 
redeeming his people now, yet we still experience suffering and wait for him to 
restore all things. Where do you most feel the tension between what you believe 
about Jesus and what you see around you? How might his promised return 
shape your response? 

a.​ Give people room to name real pain, loss, broken relationships, or 
opposition without rushing past it. 

b.​ Jesus has conquered death and is accomplishing his purposes, even 
when his rule is not yet visible in its fullness. 

c.​ His return is our “Blessed Hope”: the kingdom he inaugurated will one 
day be consummated. 

 
2.​ The disciples waited, prayed, remembered God’s Word, acted obediently, and 

entrusted the outcome to God. Which part of that response is hardest for you in 
your present circumstances, and why? 

a.​ Waiting on the Lord does not mean doing nothing. The disciples obeyed 
what Jesus had already told them to do. 

b.​ Prayer expresses dependence on God rather than confidence in our own 
strength or understanding. 

c.​ Encourage each person to name a specific circumstance and an act of 
obedience available to them now. 

 
3.​ When God’s purposes seem delayed or disrupted, what are you most likely to 

do: panic, take control, withdraw, or assume he has abandoned you? What 
promise from the sermon would help you respond differently this week? 

a.​ Jesus promised, “I will not leave you as orphans” (John 14:18). 

 



 

b.​ Jesus said, “I will build my church” (Matthew 16:18). Opposition cannot 
overturn that promise. 

c.​ Psalm 27:13–14 gives words to speak to ourselves as we wait: “Be strong, 
and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD!” 

 
4.​ The sermon cautioned against letting our zeal drive us to go in our own 

strength. Where are you currently relying on your own plans, effort, or 
understanding? What would it look like to remain submitted to the Lord while 
still acting obediently? 

a.​ Studying, training, proclaiming Christ, and making plans are good. The 
question is whether we do them in dependence on the One who 
commissioned us. 

b.​ Consider relationships, work, ministry, and decisions where you feel 
pressure to secure an outcome yourself. 

c.​ Name one concrete way to pray, obey what God has made clear, and 
entrust the result to him. 

 
 

CHANGE 
1.​ Judas’s betrayal did not thwart God’s plan, but Judas was still responsible for his 

sin. Peter also denied Christ, yet his story became one of restoration and 
repentance. How do you respond when your sin is exposed? Are you defending 
yourself, trying to fix yourself, or turning to Christ in repentance? 

a.​ Allow the warning in Judas’s story to be taken seriously. Proximity to 
Jesus’ people is no substitute for repentance and faith in him. 

b.​ For those in Christ, conviction is a call to turn to Jesus, not to believe the 
lie that we must repair ourselves before coming to him. 

c.​ Invite specific confession rather than a general admission that “we all 
sin.” 

 
2.​ The sermon’s big idea was: “Jesus is accomplishing his purposes, therefore, we 

can confidently wait on him knowing that nothing can thwart his plan.” What 
fear, resentment, or demand for control reveals that you are struggling to 
believe this? What must you repent of, and what would trusting Christ look like 
this week? 

a.​ Some may fear that suffering, betrayal, opposition, or delay means Jesus 
has lost control or forgotten them. 

 



 

b.​ Repentance may involve releasing a demand for a particular outcome 
while obeying what Christ has already commanded. 

c.​ End by praying for one another: for confidence in God’s providence, 
devotion to prayer, and courage to wait and obey. 

 

 


