
 

“Ambition for Your 50th Anniversary ”        John 12:36-43  
 
•​ Reminder: Do not try to cover every question — pick 3-4 sermon questions and “go 

deep rather than wide.” 

LEARN 
 

1.​ Read John 12:36–41. Though Jesus had done so many signs before them, they 
still did not believe in Him. Why? What do we learn about God from this and 
what He has done? 

a.​ Unbelief was not a lack of evidence — they saw the signs and still did 
not believe. The problem was the heart, not the eyes. 

b.​ John points to Isaiah 53:1 and 6:10: God foretold this unbelief, and “he 
has blinded their eyes and hardened their heart.” Persistent rejection of 
the light is met with God's judicial hardening. 

c.​ “While you have the light, believe in the light” — the opportunity to 
respond is real and it is not unlimited. Jesus “departed and hid himself 
from them.” 

d.​ God is sovereign over belief and unbelief, and His Word never fails — 
even rejection of Jesus fulfills Scripture. 

e.​ “Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him” — 
the glory Isaiah saw on the throne (Isaiah 6) is the glory of Jesus. Jesus is 
the LORD of glory. 

f.​ Seeing is not believing; God must open eyes. That makes every believer's 
faith a gift of grace (Ephesians 2:8–9). 

 
2.​ Read John 12:42–43. “Many even of the authorities believed in him,” yet they did 

not confess it. What kept them silent, and what did they love? 
a.​ Fear — “for fear of the Pharisees” — and the cost of being “put out of the 

synagogue,” which meant losing community, standing, and livelihood. 
b.​ At the root was love: “they loved the glory that comes from man more 

than the glory that comes from God.” 
c.​ We chase what we love. We are pursuers. We go after things we value. 

Their silence revealed what they valued most. Their fear camouflaged a 
deeper drive — in verse 43 God pops the hood on their fear so we can 
see the engine driving their behavior. 

d.​ Follow-up: Why do you think loving human praise correlates with fear of 
openly acknowledging one's faith? 

 



 

i.​ When human approval is our treasure, anything that threatens it 
feels like a threat to us — so we hide. 

ii.​ The two appear to be mutually exclusive: you cannot chase man's 
glory and openly confess Christ at the same time (John 5:44). 

iii.​ Fear of man is love of man's glory showing up under pressure. 
 

PRACTICE 
1.​ Hypothetically, if you had to declare whether you were a Christ follower or not, 

and doing so would guarantee you lose the things below, which 2 would be the 
hardest for you? Why? 

a.​ Your professional degree · Your job · Your home · All your money · Your 
friends · Your family · Your life 

b.​ The ones we hesitate over reveal what we love and where we look for 
glory and security. 

c.​ This was not hypothetical for the authorities — being “put out of the 
synagogue” meant losing friends, family standing, income, and 
community. 

d.​ Christians around the world face this choice today; for us it often shows 
up in smaller ways (a conversation we avoid, a stance we soften). 

e.​ Jesus is worth more than all of it (Philippians 3:8; Mark 8:36). Naming our 
idols honestly is the first step to loving Christ above them. 

 
 

2.​ Which one of these areas do you struggle with the most when it comes to 
loving Christ over others or self: knowing, talking, trusting, obeying, or sharing 
Christ? What would be one step you could share where you have had success 
or growth in one of these areas? 

a.​ Knowing — time in the Word to know the Person whose glory we seek 
(Walk with Christ personally: word, times of prayer, living with the 
awareness of His presence). 

b.​ Talking — prayer and talking about Jesus openly with other believers. 
c.​ Trusting — relying on Him when obedience might cost us human 

approval. 
d.​ Obeying — doing what He says even when it isn't praised by others. 
e.​ Sharing — confessing Him openly, the very thing the authorities in John 

12:42 would not do. 

 



 

f.​ Sharing a win encourages the group: growing and maturing in these 
areas is something every Christian keeps doing for life, no matter how 
long they've walked with Jesus. 

 
3.​ In light of the truth that the glory that comes from God is first a Person, what 

does that mean for us as Christians in regard to how we live by faith? 
a.​ We don't pursue a vague goal of “being good” — we pursue Jesus. Faith is 

relational. 
b.​ Living by faith means trusting that His approval is better and more 

lasting than anyone else's (Romans 2:7). 
c.​ It reshapes our ambition: what would we want to be true of us at our 

“50th anniversary” with Christ? That we chased Him. 
d.​ Worship Christ: corporate worship and personal devotion are where our 

affections are re-aimed at His glory each week and each day. 
e.​ Work for Christ: we serve to make Him look great, not ourselves — 

serving without needing to be seen. 
 

4.​ When you hear the word “ambition,” what's your first reaction? How does it 
change things to hear that the sin is not in the pursuit of glory — it's the aim? 

a.​ Many Christians immediately think ambition corrupts the soul. Yet 
without ambition, churches aren't planted, businesses aren't started, 
and books remain unwritten. 

b.​ Ambitions are inevitable because desires are unavoidable. We're wired 
for glory; the question is where we find it. 

c.​ Selfish ambition (James 3; Philippians 2) is the glory drive turning inward 
— moving ourselves to the center of our dreams. 

d.​ Godly ambition aims the glory drive at Jesus: “We will never be 
ambitious for what we don't value.” 

e.​ The “new humility” can become a nail in the boot — so modest we aspire 
to nothing, or hiding our dreams out of fear of how they'll appear. True 
humility brings our desires forward and puts them under the evaluation 
of others (1 Timothy 3:1). 

 
5.​ Paul fulfilled the ministry of the gospel from Jerusalem to Illyricum, then said, 

“I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been 
named” (Romans 15:19–20). Are you dreaming at all about how God might use 
your gifts for His glory? 

 



 

a.​ Godly ambition is not a satisfied dream we park in; it is a determination 
to spend and be spent — new dreams, new songs, new art, new churches 
connected to the gospel. 

b.​ We drift toward comfort, and suffering or hard seasons can stun our 
capacity to dream. Paul was beaten, betrayed, and deserted, and still 
dreamed for God's glory. 

c.​ A local church must exist for something outside of itself; when it exists 
only for itself, the glory drive turns inward. 

d.​ Doxa's mission is making disciples — to the next generation (Doxa Kids 
and Eden Academy) and to the nations (The Great Commission 
Collective). Our church plants (The Shepherd's Church, Edify Church, 
Magnify Church) are what it looks like to stoke our ambition for mission 
and send our best people. 

e.​ Work for Christ: Where could you use your gifts in serving this church, 
reaching your neighborhood, or being sent? 

f.​ Walk with Christ: Who in your group could help you test whether a 
dream fits your gifts? 

 

 

 



 

CHANGE 
1.​ Where are you a “secret believer” like the authorities in John 12:42? What needs 

to change for you to openly acknowledge Christ there? 
a.​ Identify the place: a workplace, a classroom, a family gathering, a friend 

group, online. 
b.​ Name the fear behind the silence — being mocked, excluded, passed 

over, or thought less of. Name the love behind the fear: which glory that 
comes from man am I protecting? 

c.​ Take one concrete step this week — mention church, offer to pray for 
someone, share how God has helped you. 

d.​ Ask the group to pray for you and follow up (Walk with Christ: corporate). 
 

2.​ What needs to change about what you are believing about the finished work of 
Jesus Christ for you to stop chasing the glory that comes from man? 

a.​ We chase man's glory when we are not resting in the verdict God has 
already given us in Christ. 

b.​ In Christ we are fully accepted, justified, and adopted — we cannot add 
to His finished work, and people's opinions cannot take away from it. 

c.​ Since our standing before God is secure, we are free to be rejected by 
people. We don't need their glory; we already have God's welcome. 

d.​ Believing this shifts us from performing for approval to living from 
approval — obedience becomes a response of love, not a bid for praise. 

e.​ Ask: Do I live as though God's acceptance of me depends on my 
performance, or on Jesus'? 

 
3.​ “We chase what we love.” Looking at your calendar, bank account, and phone, 

what are you actually chasing? What should change based upon what you 
believe so that your life is aimed at Jesus? 

a.​ Our use/stewardship of time, talent, and treasure reveal what we value 
most. Pick one thing to remove or reduce and one thing to add this 
week. 

b.​ Worship Christ — Make gathering for corporate worship non-negotiable, 
and build a daily rhythm of personal devotion. 

c.​ Walk with Christ — Reorder priorities to protect time in the Word and 
prayer, and stay committed to a Small Group or Micro Group where 
others can see and speak into your life. 

d.​ Work for Christ — Serve where it may not be noticed or praised, on 
Sundays and in daily life, so that Christ gets the glory. 

 



 

Questions for Different Life Stages 
Young adults (18–24): In college, a new job, or online, where is the pressure strongest 
to love the glory that comes from man — likes, followers, being accepted? What would 
it look like to openly acknowledge your faith there? 

●​ Social media trains us to chase human praise in measurable form. 
●​ Choices about friends, career, and identity are being set now — what you chase 

now shapes your “50th anniversary.” Don't let a false humility keep you from 
dreaming big for God's glory. 

●​ Find one older believer to walk with you (Walk with Christ: corporate). 
 
Singles: How might the desire for approval from others — a future spouse, friends, 
coworkers — compete with seeking the glory that comes from God? How can this 
season be aimed at Jesus? 

●​ Singleness can be a season of undivided pursuit of Christ (1 Corinthians 
7:32–35). 

●​ Your worth is not found in someone's choosing you; you are already chosen in 
Christ. 

●​ Use your flexibility to Work for Christ — serving others in the church body. 
 
Married with young kids: What are your kids learning from you about what is worth 
chasing? Where might you be seeking the approval of other parents more than God's? 

●​ Kids notice what we celebrate, sacrifice for, and talk about. 
●​ Family worship and openly praying together shows them that Jesus is worth 

more than anything. 
●​ Comparing parenting with others is often a hunger for human glory. 

 
Empty-nesters: With more time and freedom, what will you chase in this next season? 
How could you use it to help younger believers grow and mature? 

●​ This season can drift toward comfort, or be aimed at Christ. 
●​ Your story of faithfulness is a gift — consider mentoring or discipling someone 

younger. 
●​ Work for Christ: serve on Sundays or in a ministry you've never had time for. 

 
 

 



 

Retired: Many people chase reputation and achievement through their working years. 
Now that titles have faded, where are you finding your sense of glory and worth? 

●​ Losing a title can expose how much of our identity was built on human glory. 
●​ Your worth in Christ never retired; neither did your calling to confess and 

proclaim Him. 
●​ Retirement is an opportunity to give your best years of wisdom to the church. 

After fulfilling his ministry, Paul didn't move off to the side or tap out — he 
made it his ambition to keep going (Romans 15:20). 

 
Home-bound elderly: When you can no longer be seen serving or gathering, how can 
you still pursue the glory that comes from God? 

●​ God sees what no one else sees (Matthew 6:6). Hidden faithfulness is not lesser 
faithfulness. Susanna Spurgeon was bedbound for two decades, yet she served 
her husband and church by sending books to pastors all over the world. Being 
home-bound doesn't end your ambition for mission. 

●​ Prayer for your church, your family, and the lost is real Work for Christ. 
●​ Openly confessing Christ to caregivers, family, and visitors is a powerful 

witness. 
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